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The  President 
Is  Petitioned 


Custody  Denied 
Lesbian  Mother 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Peti¬ 
tions  addressed  to  Pres.  Jimmy 
Carter  and  calling  for  an  end  to 
“the  harassment  and  prosecution 
of  homosexuals  by  the  Federal 
government”  were  presented  to 
Carter  administration  officials  at 
the  White  House  on  Dec.  20.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Charles  F.  Brydon,  Co- 
Executive  Director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF),  the  peti¬ 
tions  contained  “51,000  signa¬ 
tures  representing  every  state  in 
the  Union.”  It  was  at  the  initiative 
of  NGTF  that  the  petition  drive 
was  begun. 

The  petition  called  upon  Carter 
to  fulfill  a  pledge  he  made  during 
his  campaign  for  the  presidency 
on  May  21,  1976,  in  which  he 
stated,  “I  do  not  think  that  gov- 
vernment  at  the  local,  state,  or 
federal  level  should  single  out 
homosexuals  for  abuse,  harass¬ 
ment,  or  prosecution  under  exist¬ 
ing  laws.  As  President,  I  can  as¬ 
sure  you  that  all  policies  of  the 
federal  government  will  reflect 
this  commitment.”  In  reminding 
Carter  of  his  campaign  promise, 
the  petition  called  upon  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  “issue  an  Executive  Order 
barring  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men”  and  to 
“endorse  the  bill  before  Congress 
(HR  2074)  to  extend  the  1964  and 
1968  Civil  Rights  Acts  to  include 
protection  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.” 

Several  meetings  on  the  subject 
of  the  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  been  held  by  various  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations  with 
White  House  representatives. 
“We  applaud  the  intention”  be¬ 
hind  those  meetings,  said  Kay 


Whitlock,  Co-Chair  of  NGTF’s 


Dr.  Walter  Lear  of  the  National 
Gay  Health  Coalition. 


By  Ron  Dayman 

MONTREAL,  QUEBEC  —  A 
Quebec  gay  rights  organization 
has  succeeded  in  winning  its  first 
legal  battle  since  the  adoption  of  a 
gay  rights  bill  by  the  Quebec  gov¬ 
ernment  in  December  1977. 

The  legislation,  the  first  of  its 
kind  on  a  provincial  or  state  level, 
includes  the  term  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  among  the  list  of  illegal 
causes  of  discrimination  under  the 
province’s  Human  Rights 
Charter.  The  amendment  provides 
legal  recourse  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  suffer  discrimination  in 
the  areas  of  employment, 
housing  and  access  to  public 
services. 

Just  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
Bill  88,  the  gay  rights  amendment, 
the  Association  pour  les  Droits  de 
la  Communaute  Gaie  du  Quebec 
(ADGQ),  the  major  Quebec  gay 
rights  organization,  had  requested 
and  been  denied  rental  of  space 
for  an  evening  meeting  in  one  of 
the  schools  of  the  Montreal  Cath- 


Board  of  Directors.  However,  she 
said,  changes  effected  in  federal 
policy  to  date  have  had  “only  a 
minimal  impact”  on  ending  the 
discrimination  faced  by  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Whitlock  called  for 
“bold  presidential  action  by 
Executive  Order”  and  requested 
that  discussions  be  initiated  with 
senior  White  House  staff  persons 
for  the  purpose  of  drafting  such  a 
statement. 

In  addition  to  the  petitions,  a 
letter  from  Ed  Koch,  the  Mayor  of 
New  York  City,  was  presented  to 
White  House  Officials.  Koch  said 
that,  as  Mayor,  he  had  issued  an 
Executive  Order  which  banned 
discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  and  that,  as  a  result  of 
that  order,  “there  has  been  no 
evidence  whatsoever  of  the  nega¬ 
tive  effects  predicted  by  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  gay  rights.”  Koch 
urged  the  President  to  issue  a  sim¬ 
ilar  order  and  also  urged  that 
Carter  endorse  HR  2074. 

The  Administration  officials  to 
whom  the  petitions  were  presented 
were  Ann  Wexler,  Assistant  to  the 
President  for  Public  Liaison; 
Scott  Campbell,  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Personnel  Management; 
and  Bob  Malson  of  the  staff  of  the 
Domestic  Policy  Council. 

During  the  presentation,  Wex¬ 
ler  stated  that  “an  Executive 
Order,  along  with  other  actions,  is 
under  active  consideration  by  the 
White  House.”  She  further  stated 
that  the  White  House  will  monitor 
the  non-discrimination  commit¬ 
ment  at  the  federal  level  and  will 
advise  federal  agencies  that  it  is 
doing  so;  that  White  House  of¬ 
ficials  will  investigate  the  legal  ac¬ 
tion  brought  by  NGTF,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  and  others  against 
Norman  Carlson,  director  of  the 
federal  prison  system,  which  seeks 
an  official  policy  statement  re¬ 
garding  the  admissibility  of  gay 
publications  into  federal  prisons; 
and  that  Administration  officials 
would  look  into  a  syllabus  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Center  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta  with  an  eye  to 
determining  why  information  on 
homosexuality  was  omitted  from 
it.  Wexler  also  said  that  Carter’s 
administration  could  not  “con¬ 
done”  the  firing  of  lesbian  or  gay 
federal  employees  because  of  their 


olic  School  Commission  (MCSC), 
the  province’s  major  school 
board.  Immediately  after  the 
adoption  of  the  gay  rights  protec¬ 
tions,  ADGQ  returned  to  seek 
space  in  a  MCSC  building  for  a 
weekend  conference.  Once  again 
the  rental  was  denied.  Armed  with 
the  new  legislation,  ADGQ  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Commission,  the 
body  empowered  to  enforce  the 
province’s  human  rights  legis¬ 
lation. 

Although  they  had  supported 
the  inclusion  of  the  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  provision,  the  Commission 
rejected  the  recommendation  of 
its  own  enquiry  to  declare  the 
action  discriminatory.  Using  one 
of  several  loopholes  in  the  Char¬ 
ter,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  rejected  the 
complaint  on  August  15,  1978. 
The  loophole,  one  which  exists  in 
a  similar  fashion  in  most  human 
rights  codes,  was  article  20  of  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Charter, 


John  Tobin  photo 

Charles  F.  Brydon,  NGTF  Co- 
Executive  Director. 


sexuality.  It  is  understood  that  she 
was  referring  specifically  to  the 
dismissal  of  a  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  clerk,  John  Calzada, 
who  was  fired  because  it  was 
learned  that  he  was  gay. 

Brydon  views  the  current  White 
House  posture  as  “a  real  turn¬ 
around”  in  what  the  meetings 
NGTF  and  other  groups  have  held 
with  the  Administration  seem  to 
be  yielding  some  progress.  He  sees 
the  Carter  government  as  being 
“ready  now  to  take  some  very 
positive  steps”  toward  ending  dis¬ 
crimination.  Brydon  said  the 
presentation  went  “very  well” 
and  described  it  as  “the  most  posi¬ 
tive  meeting  held  on  the  record 
since  the  March  1977  meeting  with 
Midge  Costanza.  The  news  that  an 
Executive  Order  [ — and  input 
from  the  gay  community  into  it — ] 
is  under  active  consideration  is 
very  welcome.” 

A  wide  range  of  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  was  represented  at 
the  presentation.  Included  were 
Brydon,  Whitlock,  Billy  Jones  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Gays,  Margot  Karle  of  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  John  Lawrence  of  Integ¬ 
rity,  Mary  Spottswood  Pou  and 
Carolyn  Handy  of  the  National 
Convention  Project,  Steve 
Endean  of  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby,  Adam  DeBaugh  of  the 
Universal  Federation  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Churches, 
Joyce  Hunter  of  the  March  on 
Washington  Committee,  Walter 
Lear  of  the  National  Gay  Health 
Coalition,  Theresa  DeCrescenzo 
of  the  Gay  Academic  Union, 
Frank  Scheuren  of  Dignity,  and 
Jerry  Schiff  of  the  newly-formed 
National  Association  of  Business 
Councils. 


which  permits,  among  other 
things,  discrimination  by  non¬ 
profit  organizations  of  a  political, 
philanthropic,  religious  or  educa¬ 
tional  nature. 

The  Montreal  Catholic  School 
Commission  argued  in  its  defense 
that  the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and,  more  specifically,  the 
declarations  of  the  Vatican’s 
Sacred  Congregation  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  were  contrary  to  the 
aims  of  the  gay  organization  and 
that  moreover,  they  feared  for  the 
possible  repercussions  on  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  their  students. 

The  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion  upheld  these  arguments, 
basing  its  decision  on  the  confes¬ 
sional  and  educational  nature  of 
the  school  board.  They  declared 
the  School  Commission  exempt 
from  the  Charter,  citing  article  20. 

ADGQ,  seeing  this  as  a  major 
challenge  to  the  validity  of  the  gay 
rights  legislation  and  fearing  the 
possible  effects  of  such  a  prece¬ 
dent  on  the  rights  of  lesbian  and 


Compiled  by  Chris  Guilfoy 

DEERFIELD,  MA  —  A  lesbian 
mother,  Bunny  King,  has  lost  the 
latest  round  of  her  court  fight  to 
regain  custody  of  her  children. 
The  Franklin  County  Probate 
Court  handed  down  its  decision 
on  Dec.  7,  stating  in  part  that 
King’s  lesbianism  was  a  factor  in 
denying  custody.  The  decision  will 
be  appealed,  and  according  to  a 
lawyer  connected  with  the  case, 
the  next  step  will  probably  be  to 
the  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  Meanwhile,  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  two  girls,  aged  seven 
and  five,  will  continue  to  remain 
with  Magdelena  Patenaude,  a 
single  mother  and  a  woman  King 
claims  to  have  been  lovers  with 
over  a  five-year  period.  Patenaude 
denies  the  claim. 

The  current  ruling  comes  al¬ 
most  three  years  after  King  began 
legal  proceedings  to  regain  cus¬ 
tody.  According  to  King,  she  re¬ 
linquished  rights  to  her  children  at 
the  urging  of  Patenaude  at  a  time 
when  she  was  physically  ill  and 
under  a  good  deal  of  emotional 
strain.  At  this  time,  King  felt  that 
she  was  unable  to  adequately  care 
for  the  children  and  also  wanted 
to  provide  for  them  in  the  event  of 
her  death.  At  this  point  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  already  spending  time 
in  Patenaude’s  home  although  the 
two  women  never  lived  together. 

Patenaude  obtained  temporary 
custody  in  May  of  1976  and  per- 
manet  custody  the  following  Oc¬ 
tober.  King  maintains  that  Paten¬ 
aude  agreed  to  unlimited  visita¬ 
tion  rights  at  the  time  she  signed 
over  custody.  When  Patenaude 
began  refusing  visits,  King  went 
back  to  court  to  regain  custody. 
From  February  of  1977  until  July 
of  1978,  numerous  hearings  were 
held  over  the  issue  of  visitation 
rights,  with  no  new  ruling  being 
made  on  custody.  When  King  was 
no  longer  able  to  pay  her  legal 
fees,  in  July  of  1978,  she  took  the 
children  to  Vermont.  There  she  re¬ 
mained  until  November,  when  au¬ 
thorities  ascertained  her  where¬ 
abouts  and  returned  her  children 
to  Patenaude  in  Massachusetts. 
The  children  then  spent  a  brief 
amount  of  time  in  foster  homes 
and  also  spent  two  days  living 
with  King,  who  returned  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  shortly  after  her  chil¬ 
dren.  However,  the  two  girls  were 
again  returned  to  Patenaude, 
where  they  have  since  remained. 
An  intervening  ruling,  priorto  the 
recent  December  decision,  had 
placed  the  children  in  Patenaude’s 
home  with  custody  going  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
This  same  ruling,  which  came  last 
spring,  had  also  deprived  King  of 
visitation  rights. 


gay  school  teachers,  decided  to 
take  the  case  to  court  as  a  test 
case  of  the  new  legislation. 

During  the  trial,  the  MCSC  ad¬ 
mitted  that  they  regularly  rented 
space  to  other  groups  not  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  Catholic  teaching,  in¬ 
cluding  a  Marxist-Leninist  group, 
a  pro-abortion  group,  and 
atheists. 

In  his  judgement,  handed  down 
November  29,  the  Quebec  Super¬ 
ior  Court  judge,  Marc  Beau¬ 
regard,  upheld  the  gay  organiza¬ 
tion’s  case,  stating  that  article  20 
is  “an  article  of  exception,  and  as 
such  must  be  interpreted  restric- 
tively.”  He  went  on  to  state  that 
the  simple  fact  that  an  institution 
is  of  an  educational  or  religious 
nature  does  not  constitute  justi¬ 
fiable  grounds  for  exemption 


One  of  King’s  lawyers,  Wendy 
Sibbison,  spoke  with  GCN  about 
the  Dec.  7  decision.  The  judge’s 
ruling,  coming  three  months  after 
the  close  of  the  hearing,  stated 
that  moving  the  children  to  a  new 
home  would  be  traumatic  to  them 
and  that  King  was  an  unsuitable 
mother  because  she  had  given  up 
care  of  the  children  originally. 
According  to  Sibbison,  however, 
a  major  portion  of  the  unfavor¬ 
able  decision  was  based  on  King’s 
admitted  lesbianism.  While  law- 
years  for  the  parties  involved  had 
not  made  it  an  issue,  the  judge 
himself  directed  a  question  at 
King’s  present  lover  concerning 
the  nature  of  their  relationship. 
Says  Sibbison:  “Right  then  it  be¬ 
came  a  lesbian  mother  case.” 

King  further  explains  that  her 
lawyers,  Sibbison  and  William 
Newman,  mentioned  King’s  les¬ 
bianism  in  their  opening  argu¬ 
ment,  saying  that  it  was  already  a 
matter  of  record,  but  not  an  issue. 
Says  King,  “I  made  my  lesbianism 
known  through  all  the  court  hear¬ 
ings.  Other  lawyers  didn’t  ask  a 
whole  lot  of  questions  about  it.  I 
was  surprised.” 

When  the  judge  issued  his  six- 
page  decision,  it  relied  heavily  on 
King’s  lesbianism  as  a  factor  in 
finding  against  her.  The  conclud¬ 
ing  sentence  reads:  “The  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  she  proposes  to 
raise  the  children,  namely  a  les¬ 
bian  household,  creates  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  instability  which  would 
adversely  affect  the  welfare  of  the 
children.” 

Since  there  is  no  precedent  for 
such  a  decision  in  this  state,  Sib¬ 
bison  feels  that  the  appeal  process 
may  bypass  the  lower  courts  and 
proceed  immediately  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Judicial  Court  where  Sib¬ 
bison  hopes  for  a  favorable  out¬ 
come. 

In  a  statement  made  to  GCN, 
King  gave  her  feelings  on  arguing 
the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court: 
“This  has  been  a  hard,  hard,  bat¬ 
tle.  My  children  are  my  life.  This 
can  become  a  lesbian  and  gay 
issue,  but  I’m  really  concerned 
about  my  two  kids,  and  that’s  my 
primary  concern.  I  think  that 
people  should  know  that  my  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  hurt  [by  this].” 

In  order  to  raise  money  to  cover 
expenses  of  the  appeal  the 
“ Bunny  King  Defense  Fund”  is 
being  organized  and  donations  are 
being  solicited.  Checks  may  be 
made  payable  to  the  “ Bunny  King 
Defense  Fund”  and  sent  to  Frank¬ 
lin  County  Lesbian  A  lliance,  P.  O. 
Box  235,  Deerfield,  MA  01342.  In 
addition,  further  information  on 
the  case  may  be  had  by  calling 
(413)  772-0807. 


from  the  Human  Rights  Charter. 
It  must  prove  objective  justifica¬ 
tion  for  such  an  exclusion  in  each 
individual  case.  The  fact  that  the 
MCSC  normally  made  space  avail¬ 
able  to  a  wide  variety  of  public 
organizations  proved  that  its  argu¬ 
ment  was  not  “objective.” 

ADGQ  spokesperson  Jean- 
Michel  Sivry  qualified  the  victory 
as  “an  important  precedent.”  He 
went  on  to  state,  however,  “It 
should  not  have  been  necessary 
for  our  organization  to  utilize  a 
year  of  energy  and  hundreds  of 
dollars  to  obtain  justice  under  the 
gay  rights  legislation.  The  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Commission  obvi¬ 
ously  did  not  fulfill  its  public 
mandate  to  defend  minority 
rights.” 


Quebec  Gays  Win  First  Battle 
Under  New  Rights  Legislation 
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Hews  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  know  a  gay  from  a  hole  in  the  ground  — 
in  my  part  of  the  country  we  don’t  have  ’em  . . .  One 
kissed  me  on  the  back  of  the  neck  at  that  dinner  for 
homosexuals  and  when  one  of  that  other  kind  came 
up,  I  was  so  scared  she  was  going  to  kiss  me  I  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.  I’m  old,  but  not  naive.” 

—The  mother  of  Pres.  Jimmy  Carter,  “Miss  Lil¬ 
lian”  Carter,  commenting  on  her  experiences  at  a  re¬ 
cent  dinner  she  attended  in  Los  Angeles.  The  presi¬ 
dent’s  mother,  of  whom  it  is  said  that  she  will  accept 
almost  any  Invitation  to  a  festive  event,  attended  a 
dinner  at  the  Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel  which  raised 
$120,000  for  the  Gay  Community  Services  Center 
(GCSC)  of  Los  Angeles.  She  said  at  the  time  that  she 
did  not  know  the  dinner  was  a  benefit  for  GCSC. 


florida  to  march  on  capital 

TAMPA,  FL  —  Representatives  from  various  gay 
organizations  in  Florida  met  in  Tampa  Dec.  8  and 
called  for  a  March  on  Tallahassee  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  The  date  selected  for  the  March  is  Sun¬ 
day,  April  27,  1980.  The  state  legislature  will  be  in 
session  at  that  time. 

The  representatives  agreed  on  a  list  of  demands 
to  be  presented  at  the  March.  A  general  demand  calls 
for  an  end  to  all  social,  economic,  legal  and  judicial 
discrimination  based  on  affectional  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  Specifically,  the  demands  are  the  repeal  of  all 
laws  which  discriminate  against  persons  based  on  af¬ 
fectional  or  sexual  orientation;  legislation  to  guaran¬ 
tee  all  persons  equal  rights  regardless  of  affectional 
or  sexual  orientation;  the  Governor  issue  an  execu¬ 
tive  order  banning  discrimination  based  on  affection¬ 
al  or  sexual  orientation  in  state  government,  state¬ 
funding  agencies,  and  state-contracted  private 
employment;  an  end  to  discrimination  based  on  af¬ 
fectional  or  sexual  orientation  in  child  custody  cases; 
and  legislation  to  protect  minors  from  discrimina¬ 
tion,  oppression,  or  harassment  in  their  homes, 
schools,  jobs  and  social  environments  regardless  of 
their  affectional  or  sexual  orientation. 

A  planning  committee  was  formed  which  will  be¬ 
gin  to  do  preliminary  groundwork  for  the  March. 
Local  coordinators  are  needed  throughout  the  state 
to  organize  support  in  their  areas.  Interested  persons 
should  write  the  March  on  Tallahassee  Committee, 
c/o  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  2904  Concordia 
Ave.,  Tampa,  FL  33609,  or  call  (813)  974-GAYS  and 
leave  a  message. 


lampiao  interviews  gabeira 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  BRAZIL  —  Fernando  Gabeira, 
one  of  the  best-known  leaders  of  the  Brazilian  guer¬ 
rilla  movement  of  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s,  was 
interviewed  at  length  in  a  recent  issue  of  Lampiao, 
Brazil’s  leading  gay  journal,  and  he  expressed  strong 
support  for  gay  liberation. 

The  interview  with  Gabeira,  involving  several 
Lampiao  staff  members,  is  part  of  an  on-going  dia¬ 
logue  between  the  embryonic  gay  movement  in  Brazil 
and  the  left. 

In  the  interview,  Gabeira  characterizes  the 
“orthodox  left”  as  “neanderthal”  and  hopes  that  a 
more  contemporary  left  will  deal  with  issues  raised 
by  gay  liberationists,  feminists,  blacks,  and  environ¬ 
mentalists. 

With  the  collapse  of  the  guerrilla  movement  at 
the  beginning  of  the  1970s,  Gabeira  lived  in  exile  for 
several  years  in  Cuba  and  in  Sweden.  He  returned  to 
Brazil  during  a  recent  amnesty  granted  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  He  had  participated  in  the  kidnapping  of  U.S. 
Ambassador  Burke  Elbrick  in  1969.  In  the  interview, 
Gabeira  does  not  identify  himself  as  gay,  and  speaks 
about  homosexuals  in  the  third  person. 

The  interview,  which  appears  in  Portuguese,  ap¬ 
pears  in  Lampiao’ s  November  issue,  which  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  $2  from  Lampiao,  Caixa  Postal  41,031,  CEP 
20.000  (Santa  Teresa),  Rio  de  Janiero  RJ,  Brazil. 


guilty  plea  in  gay  youth  stabbing 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Ronald  Hendricksen  pleaded 
guilty  to  one  count  of  assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon  in  Boston  Municipal  Court 
Monday,  Dec.  17.  Hendricksen  was  charged  June  30, 
1978,  after  twice  stabbing  a  Dorchester  gay  youth  in  a 
Beacon  Hill  apartment.  The  apartment  belonged  to  a 
Boston  man  who  operated  a  boy-prostitution  service 
through  which  Hendricksen  met  his  victim.  After  the 
stabbing,  the  victim  was  hospitalized  for  weeks  and 
required  extensive  reconstructive  surgery  of  his 
colon. 

Suffolk  County  Asst.  D.A.  Kathy  Joyce  led  the 
prosecution.  Hendricksen  was  represented  by  Atty. 
John  Tara  of  Brockton  (MA).  Joyce  asked  Judge 
Margaret  Burnham  to  impose  a  two-year  sentence. 
The  judge  accepted  the  defense  recommendation 
that  the  sentence  motion  be  filed.  Hendricksen  was 
returned  to  MIC-Bridgewater,  where  he  is  serving  a 
life  sentence  for  a  brutal  murder  in  Plymouth  County 
subsequent  to  his  stabbing  the  gay  teenager. 


ja  sure,  seriously  homosexual 

STOCKHOLM,  SWEDEN  —  Protesting  the  Swed¬ 
ish  government’s  placement  of  homosexuality  on  the 
official  list  of  illnesses  and  disorders,  members  of 
the  Riksforbundet  for  Sexuelt  Likaberattigande 
(RFSC),  the  Swedish  national  gay  organization, 
staged  a  “sick-in.” 

Some  30  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Stockholm 
telephoned  their  employers  to  request  sick  leave. 
When  the  employer  of  RFSC  president  Kjell  Rinder 
asked  if  his  illness  was  serious,  Rinder  responded, 
“Ja,  sure,  I’m  seriously  homosexual.” 

Under  Swedish  law,  the  employer  is  required  to 
grant  compensation.  The  government  has  since  re¬ 
moved  homosexuality  from  the  list  of  illnesses  and 
disorders. 


send  the  word  to  a.b.c. 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  ABC  network  aired  a 
documentary  program,  “ABC  News  Close-Up:  The 
Homosexuals,”  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18.  The  Gay  Media 
Alliance  has  urged  persons  who  watched  the 
program  to  respond  with  comments  and  criticism  to 
Richard  Richter,  ABC  News  Close-Up,  1330  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  New  York,  NY  10019. 

A  GMA  representative  who  screened  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  advance  of  the  air  date  said  of  it,  “Gay  youth, 
other  isolated  gays,  and  educable  heterosexuals  will 
encounter  a  valuable  learning  experience  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Everyone  who  believes  in  freedom  and  justice 
should  be  inspired.  Hate-twisted  bigots  should  have 
strokes.” 


gay  conference  set  for  northwest 

MOSCOW,  ID  —  The  North  West  [sic]  Gay  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  slated  for  March  14-16, 1980,  in  the 
university  cities  of  Moscow  (ID)  and  Pullman  (WA). 
The  principal  focus  of  the  conference  will  be  on  the 
concerns  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  for  the  new  decade. 

Twelve  areas  of  interest  have  been  identified  as 
the  result  of  a  September  mailing  by  the  North  West 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance,  and  abstracts  for  papers,  pro¬ 
grams,  and/or  workshops  are  now  being  accepted. 

For  information  about  the  conference,  write  the 
North  West  Gay  Peoples  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  8758, 
Moscow,  ID  83843. 


(213)  g-o-m-a-r-c-h 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  supporters  will  be  on  the  march  in  Sacra¬ 
mento  Sunday,  Jan.  13,  to  demand  that  the  state 
legislature  pass  Assembly  Bill  1  (AB-1),  a  fair  employ- 
ment  bill  sponsored  by  Assemblyperson  Art  Agnos  of 
San  Francisco.  Monday,  Jan.  14,  has  been  designated 
as  a  lobbying  day  for  lesbian  and  gay  constituents  to 
speak  with  legislators  about  AB-1 .  The  march  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  California  Human  Rights  Advocates.  Travel 
arrangements  and  other  logistic  details  are  being 
worked  out  now.  For  information,  contact  the  March 
on  Sacramento  Committee/Los  Angeles,  by  calling 
(213)  G-O-M-A-R-C-H. 

_ t _ 

pastor  ousted  for  ordaining  woman 

ALEXANDRIA,  VA  —  Rev.  John  O.  Peterson, 
pastor  of  one  of  Alexandria’s  most  prominent  black 
churches,  has  beervousted  from  the  Alexandria  Bap¬ 
tists  Ministers  Conference  because  he  ordained  a 
woman  as  a  deacon  in  his  church.  The  Conference  is 
comprised  of  12  black  Baptist  ministers  from  Alex¬ 
andria  and  Fairfax. 

Peterson,  whose  congregation  at  the  South  Al¬ 
fred  Street  church  numbers  600,  received  a  letter 
from  Rev.  Arthur  R.  Preston,  president  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  on  Dec.  13.  In  it,  he  was  barred  from  further  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  activities  of  the  Conference.  Peter¬ 
son  said  he  ordained  Mary  Wair,  a  20-year  member  of 
his  congregation,  in  October,  and  that  he  expected 
some  dissension,  “but  not  to  this  extent.” 

Preston  confirmed  Peterson’s  ouster  to  a  re¬ 
porter  for  the  Washington  (DC)  Star,  but  he  refused  to 
comment  further. 


e.r.a.  supporter  named  appeals  judge 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg,  46, 
a  professor  at  Columbia  Law  School  and  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  and 
women’s  rights,  has  been  named  by  Pres.  Jimmy 
Carter  to  a  seat  on  the  federal  appeals  court  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  She  has  handled  many  constitu¬ 
tional  law  cases  involving  claims  of  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion.  If  her  nomination  is  approved  by  the  U.S.  Senate, 
Ginsburg  will  replace  Harold  Leventhal,  who  died  in 
November  after  serving  14  years  as  an  appeals  court 
judge. 

As  a  judge  on  the  federal  appeals  court,  she 
would  be  considered  a  potential  candidate  for  any 
vacancy  which  might  occur  on  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 


dade  county  revisited 

MIAMI,  FL  —  The  Congress  United  for  Rights 
and  Equality  (CURE)  has  secured  the  approval  of  the 
Dade  County  Public  Attorney  to  gather  signatures  on 
a  petition  in  the  hope  of  placing  a  “Gay  Rights  III” 
proposal  before  the  voters  on  March  3,  1980.  Robert 
Kunst,  a  co-chair  of  CURE,  has  termed  the  March  3 
election  “the  affectional,  sexual,  and  presidential 
preference  primary.”  CURE  must  collect  29,000 
signatures  within  two  months  for  the  question  to  be 
placed  on  the  ballot. 

The  new  proposition  is  reportedly  more  exten¬ 
sive  than  the  one  approved  and  later  defeated  when 
Anita  Bryant  mounted  her  crusade  to  repeal  it  in  1977. 
“Gay  Rights  III”  would  prohibit  discrimination  in  the 
areas  of  housing,  employment,  and  public  accommo¬ 
dation  on  the  basis  of  creed,  affectional  and  sexual 
preference,  student  status,  political  affiliation,  native 
or  familiar  language  spoken,  source  of  income, 
pregnancy  or  abortion,  military  service,  membership 
in  trade  unions  or  associations,  smoking  or  non¬ 
smoking,  or  polygraph  testing. 

The  current  proposal  would  also  provide  that  all 
persons  would  be  entitled  to  full  and  equal  treatment 
in  regard  to  the  services  of  health,  mental  health,  and 
social  services,  and  to  financial  credit,  without  segre¬ 
gation  or  discrimination. 


mexican  president  opposes  abortion 

MEXICO,  DF  —  President  Jose  Lopez  Portillo 
has  unexpectedly  termed  abortion  a  barbaric  practice 
and  expressed  his  opposition  to  it.  Lopez  Portillo’s 
statement  came  amid  a  growing  campaign  in  Mexico 
to  legalize  abortions.  “I  think  there  are  more  civilized 
and  reasonable  ways  of  controlling  the  birth  rate,”  he 
said  at  a  recent  news  conference. 

In  November,  Communist  members  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Congress  introduced  the  first  bill  to  legalize 
abortion,  urging  that  it  not  be  viewed  as  a  form  of 
birth  control.  The  Mexican  Communist  Party  recently 
announced  its  support  for  the  abortion  position  taken 
by  the  National  Front  for  the  Liberation  and  Rights  of 
Women,  which  began  the  campaign  to  revoke  penal¬ 
ties  for  abortions  and  to  instruct  health  authorities  to 
provide  them  more  than  four  years  ago. 

“It’s  a  woman’s  right  not  to  die  because  of  a 
clandestine  abortion,”  said  Anilu  Elias,  a  prominent 
women’s  rights  activist.  “Even  if  there  were  zero  pop¬ 
ulation  growth,  a  woman  has  a  right  to  a  free  and  safe 
abortion.” 

It  is  estimated  that  between  800,000  and  1.2  mil¬ 
lion  illegal  abortions  are  performed  in  Mexico  an¬ 
nually,  and  that  more  than  10,000  women  die  each 
year  as  a  result  of  abortion  complications.  Other 
studies  indicate  that  only  eight  percent  of  abortions 
are  performed  under  proper  medical  supervision. 


byrne  won’t  sign  abortion  bill 

TRENTON,  NJ  —  New  Jersey  Gov.  Brendan 
Byrne  declared  recently  that  he  would  refuse  to  sign 
recently  enacted  legislation  to  establish  abortion 
procedures  in  the  state.  Pro-choice  groups  claim  that 
the  law  is  unconstitutional  because  it  would  interfere 
with  a  woman’s  right  to  have  an  abortion  in  the  first 
six  months  of  pregnancy,  a  right  which  was  upheld  by 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  1973. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Newark  (NJ)  Star-Ledger, 
Byrne  said,  “I  respect  the  Supreme  Court  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  regardless  of  my  personal 
opinions.  I  took  an  oath  to  uphold  the  Constitution, 
and  I  will  look  at  the  legislation  on  the  basis  of  that 
oath.” 


carter  meets  women  without  n.o.w. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  As  a  result  of  the  decision 
by  the  Political  Action  Committee  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  a  recent  White 
House  meeting  between  Jimmy  Carter  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  various  women’s  organizations  excluded 
any  representation  by  NOW. 

Carter  met  with  representatives  of  16  women’s 
groups  Dec.  13  and  suggested  monthly  meetings  for 
the  purpose  of  plotting  strategies  to  obtain  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA).  “I  am 
absolutely  determined  to  do  everything  I  can  within 
my  power”  to  secure  ERA  ratification,  Carter  said. 

NOW’s  Political  Action  Committee  acted  on  a 
recommendation  by  the  Executive  Board  to  oppose 
the  renomination  or  re-election  of  Carter,  no  matter 
by  whom  he  might  be  opposed,  because  they  feel  he 
has  not  worked  hard  enough  to  secure  ratification 
during  his  term  in  office  and  that  his  position  on 
abortion  rights  is  not  strong  enough. 

While  the  White  House  meeting  was  in  progress, 
NOW  members,  including  president  Eleanor  Smeal, 
at  whose  request  the  meeting  was  organized, 
picketed  in  the  rain  outside,  carrying  a  banner  urg- 
i  ng  support  for  the  ERA. 


Jerry  Brown  Visits 
Portland  Council 


Police  Grant  Two 
Big  Concessions 


By  Ted  Stroll 

PORTLAND,  OR  —  Cali¬ 
fornia  Governor  Edmund  G. 
Brown,  Jr.  courted  the  gay  vote  in 
this  northwestern  city  on  Dec.  15 
in  his  quest  for  the  Democratic 
presidential  nomination. 

“We  have  a  choice,”  Brown 
told  an  applauding  audience  of  75 
people,  most  of  whom  were  from 
Portland  Town  Council  (PTC), 
Oregon’s  2,000-person  gay  rights 
organization.  “We  can  choose 
ignorance,  hatred,  and  strife.  Or 
we  can  choose  diversity.” 

“The  American  people  can 
accept  and  respect  the  rights  of 
privacy  and  the  rights  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual  to  express  his  [sic]  own  life¬ 
style,”  Brown  said.  “Government 
has  no  business  invading  the  lives 
of  private  citizens.” 

Brown’s  visit  was  sponsored  by 
Portland  Town  Council  and  by 
the  Oregon  Brown  Committee. 

“I’m 'really  pleased  that  PTC 


Compiled  by  Rick  Hillegas 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  Po¬ 
lice  raided  a  gay  bathhouse,  the 
Locker  Room,  on  Dec.  1,  arrest¬ 
ing  nine  men  on  sodomy  charges 
and  ticketing  another  1 16  for  “pa¬ 
tronizing  a  disorderly  house.” 

'The  sodomy  charges  were  later 
reduced  to  disorderly  conduct,  to 
which  eight  pleaded  guilty.  The 
man  who  pleaded  innocent  has 
also  been  charged  with  three 
counts  of  indecent  behavior. 

An  afternoon  edition  of  the 
Minneapolis  Star  printed  the  nine 
men’s  names.  One  of  the  nine,  a 
junior  high  school  teacher  from 
Coon  Rapids  (MN)  has  since  sub¬ 
mitted  and  rescinded  his  resigna¬ 
tion. 

Most  of  the  116  ticketed  for 
“patronizing  a  disorderly  house” 
are  expected  to  pay  a  $25  fine. 
Those  who  contest  the  ticketing 
face  a  fine  of  up  to  $500  and  a  jail 
sentence  of  up  to  90  days. 

Two  weeks  before  the  Locker 
Room  raid,  Police  Chief  Donald 
Dwyer  met  with  the  Minnesota 
Committee  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights  (MCGLR),  who  had  re¬ 
quested  the  meeting  to  discuss 
stepped  up  arrests  at  local  gay 
bookstores  during  November. 
One  of  those  arrests  resulted  in  a 
gay  man’s  hospitalization  for 
internal  injuries. 

According  to  MCGLR  co-chair 
Dennis  Miller,  who  attended  the 
meeting,  Dwyer  announced  that 
due  to  “increased  personnel  and  a 
decline  in  street  prostitution,”  the 
vice  squad  had  enough  available 

THE  BRILL 


By  Mitzel 

The  body  of  21 -year-old  Curtis 
Dale  Barbre  was  found  in  Lowell 
(MA)  Feb.  2,  1978,  According  to 
David  Brill’s  GCN  account:  “His 
hands  and  feet  were  bound  and  his 
socks  were  placed  under  his 
arms.”  Barbre  died  as  a  result  of  a 
shotgun  blast  to  his  face.  Two 
weeks  after  his  death,  the  body 
was  identified. 

Barbre  was  characterized  by 
Brill  as  “not  without  enemies.” 
Brill  wrote  that  people  described 
Barbre  as  “a  drug  dealer”  and  a 
“rip-off  artist.”  A  former  em¬ 
ployer  recalls  Barbre  as  a  hard 
worker  who  would,  if  given  the 
opportunity,  take  off  with  a  guy 
offering  $100.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Barbre  had  been  the  lover 
of  a  well-to-do  businessman  who 
was  in  the  process  of  coming  out. 


sponsored  Brown’s  visit,”  said 
Jerry  Weller,  head  of  PTC’s  poli¬ 
tical  action  committee.  “He’s 
done  a  lot  nationally  and  locally 
for  gay  rights.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  see  who  PTC  and  the  national 
gay  community  endorses  for  Pre¬ 
sident.” 

During  his  one-hour 
appearance  in  a  banquet  room  at 
Portland  Memorial  Coliseum, 
Brown  said  that  he  offered  an 
alternative  to  Sen.  Edward  M. 
Kennedy  (D-MA)  and  incumbent 
President  Jimmy  Carter.  “My 
campaign  is  not  some  regurgita¬ 
tion  of  the  past.  It  is  not  based  on 
memories,”  he  asserted. 

Rebutting  persistent  accusa¬ 
tions  that  he  avoids  taking  unpop¬ 
ular  stands  on  controversial 
issues,  Brown  said  that,  indeed,  he 
has  forced  the  other  candidates, 
especially  Kennedy,  to  confront 
the  issues  of  1980.  “Prior  to  tny 
efforts,  you  didn’t  hear  much  out 


staff  to  crack  down  on  gay  sex  es¬ 
tablishments.  In  particular, 
Dwyer  announced  that  he  would 
raid  the  Locker  Room. 

At  MCGLR’s  request,  prior  to 
the  raid  police  discussed  with 
Locker  Room  manager  Tom 
Reagle  their  objections  to  his 
bathhouse,  and,  specifically,  its 
orgy  room  and  a  chalk  board  on 
which  men  advertised  themselves. 

Also  prior  to  the  raid,  MCGLR 
met  with  Hennepin  County 
Attorney  Tom  Johnson,  who 
promised  not  to  prosecute  anyone 
for  consensual  sex. 

Since  the  raid,  MCGLR  has  met 
with  eight  Minneapolis  city  coun¬ 
cillors.  According  to  Miller,  in 
varying  degrees  all  objected  to  the 
squandering  of  scarce  police  re¬ 
sources  on  victimless  crimes. 

Among  gay  Minneapolis  resi¬ 
dents  there  circulate  several 
theories  as  to  why  the  police  have 
cracked  down  recently: 

One:  maybe  Dwyer  wanted  to 
neutralize  criticism  by  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  Tribune  that  because  he 
and  the  father  of  the  Locker 
Room’s  owner  own  land  together, 
•he  wouldn’t  raid  that  bathhouse 
even  though  police  had  raided  its 
competitor,  Big  Daddy’s,  in  June 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  5). 

Two:  maybe  Dwyer,  appointed 
police  chief  only  temporarily, 
wanted  to  keep  the  job  and  so 
needed  to  rack  up,  arrests  and  look 
tough. 

Three:  maybe  the  police  wanted 
to  hand  over  a  volatile  situation  to 
Mayor-elect  Don  Fraser,  whose 

FILES: 


Barbre  had  gotten  his  girlfriend 
pregnant  and  he  talked  of  marry¬ 
ing  her. 

Brill  thought  that  Barbre’s 
death  might  be  connected  with  the 
alleged  disappearances  and  deaths 
of  young  gay  men,  rumors  about 
which  he  heard  in  the  gay  demi¬ 
monde. 

Barbre  had  spent  the  evening 
prior  to  his  death  at  the  Together 
bar  and  later  at  the  Regency 
Health  Club.  The  Regency  is  op¬ 
erated  by  Jim  Mitchell,  who  Brill 
indicated  “has  a  history  of  help¬ 
ing  law  enforcement  authorities 
solve  gay  murders.”  Mitchell  has 
said:  “I’ll  be  damned  if  I’ll  have 
his  [Barbre’s]  body  dumped  on 
my  bathhouse  doorstep.  ”  Records 
of  the  Regency  for  the  night  Dale 
Barbre  was  last  there  were  lost  or 
destroyed.  According  to  Brill’s  ac- 
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Democratic  presidential  candidate 
Gov.  Edmund  G.  Brown,  Jr.  of 
California. 

of  Kennedy  [on  gay  rights  or  on 
nuclear  power],”  he  said. 

Brown’s  first  chance  to  speak  to 
the  nation  on  gay  rights  comes  in 
January,  when  he  debates  Carter 
and  Kennedy  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 


opposition  they  had  heavily 
funded. 

Four:  maybe  current  Mayor  A1 
Hofstede’s  administration  wanted 
to  retaliate  against  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  which,  after  the  Big 
Daddy’s  raid  and  an  ensuing  scan¬ 
dal,  helped  engineer  then-Police 
Chief  Elmer  Nordlund’s  resigna¬ 
tion  and  the  two-day  suspension 
of  Deputy  Mayor  Erv  Dauphin. 

Five:  maybe  real  estate  devel¬ 
opers  with  friends  on  the  City 
Council  have  wanted  to  convert 
Hennepin  Avenue,  where  the 
Locker  Room  and  the  bookstores 
are  located,  into  a  higher-toned 
entertainment  district.  Police  have 
also  harassed  straight  massage 
parlors  on  Hennepin  Avenue. 
Says  Tom  Burke,  chairing  director 
of  the  Target  City  Coalition,  a  gay 
group  formed  during  Anita 
Bryant’s  heyday,  “In  terms  of  all 
the  internal  politics,  this  is  sort  of 
predictable.” 

Because  Fraser  while  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  co¬ 
sponsored  H.R.  2998,  the  Federal 
gay  rights  bill,  many  gay  residents 
of  Minneapolis  expect  harassment 
to  cease  once  he  becomes  mayor 
and  appoints  a  new  police  chief.  A 
Fraser-appointed  search 

committee  for  Dwyer’s 
replacement  has  already  heard  tes¬ 
timony  from  1 1  gay  people. 

Miller,  however,  predicts  Fraser 
will  have  difficulty  shifting  from 
federal  to  local  politics,  and 
suggests  only  after  several  months 
will  he  learn  how  to  control  the 
police  and  halt  the  harassment. 
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count,  Boston  Police  Det.  Peter 
O’Malley  assaulted  two  males  at 
Together  the  night  Barbre  was 
there.  One  was  an  employee  at  the 
Regency,  another  a  guest.  Peter 
O’Malley  suspected  they  knew 
something  and  were  covering  up. 
Sometime  after  this  altercation, 
O’Malley  was  removed  as  Boston 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  The  gay 
community  here  has  won  two 
important  concessions  from  the 
Division  of  Police. 

Chief  Myron  Leistler  has  agreed 
to  include  homosexuals  in  the  in- 
service  training  of  police  officers. 
And  the  head  of  the  vice  squad 
agreed  with  the  City  Solicitor  that 
books  about  homosexuality  were 
seized  from  a  gay  bar  illegally. 

Chip  Harrod,  police/commun¬ 
ity  relations  consultant  with  the 
Cincinnati  Human  Relations 
Commission  (CHRC)  arranged  a 
meeting  with  members  of  the 
Greater  Cincinnati  Gay  Coalition 
(GCGC),  Lesbian  Activist  Bureau 
Inc.,  the  Mayor’s  Office,  and  Lt. 
Thomas  Burke  of  the  police 
community  assistance  unit. 

Burke  heard  complaints  of  har¬ 
assment  in  and  around  gay  bars 
and  public  parks,  of  failure  to 
respond  to  calls  for  help,  and 
about  the  exclusion  of  gays  from 
police  recruiting.  Twenty-seven 
men  were  arrested  a  year  and  a 
half  ago  in  two  parks  for  public 
indecency.  The  City  recently  ad¬ 
mitted  that  a  private  swim  party  at 
a  public  pool  was  denied  adequate 
police  protection  (see  GCN  Vol.  7, 
No.  18).  Felons,  drug  addicts,  and 
homosexuals  were  reportedly 
screened  out  of  recent  recruitment 
by  the  use  of  lie  detector  tests. 

The  police  chief  declined 
GCGC’s  request  for  a  permanent 
liaison  with  his  department,  but  at 
Harrod’s  initiative  did  agree  to 
include  gay  speakers  in  the  Febru¬ 
ary  re-training  process.  “The 
meeting  we  had  broke  the  ice,” 
Harrod  told  GCN. 

In  an  incident  after  the  session, 
two  undercover  vice  officers  pur¬ 
chased  a  sealed  copy  of  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex  at  the  newly-opened 
Alley  Cat  Restaurant  downtown 
and  then  returned  to  seize  several 
unillustrated  novels.  They  levied  a 
liquor  violation  against  the  owner 
for  “indecent  behavior”  on  the 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  The  City 
Council  member  some  gay  rights 
leaders  consider  responsible  for 
the  delay  in  the  Queen  City’s 
proposed  Human  Rights 
Ordinance  has  been  installed  as 
Mayor. 

Charterite  Party  candidate 
Kenneth  Blackwell  surprised 
people  some  time  ago  with  his  out¬ 
spoken  opposition  to  the  broad 
civil  rights  law;  he  is  a  31 -year-old 
black  Catholic. 

He  was  given  an  unfavorable 
rating  by  the  new  Gay/Lesbian 
Voters  League  here,  but  led  his 
party’s  ticket  after  only  one  term 
in  Council. 

One  of  the  people  who  had 
worked  on  the  Human  Rights 
Ordinance  before  moving  to 
Chicago,  Robert  Peppard,  blames 
Blackwell  for  stifling  the  proposed 
law.  “We  were  lobbying  council 
members,  and  sought  Blackwell’s 
support,”  Peppard  said.  “He  had 
been  relatively  non-committal, 


Police  liaison  on  the  Barbre  case. 

It  is  now  22  months  since  Bar¬ 
bre’s  murder.  The  crime  remains 
unsolved.  But  questions  raised  by 
the  investigations  into  Barbre’s 
death  —  and  the  various  person¬ 
nel  whose  names  appear  again  and 
again  —  go  beyond  the  immediate 
crime  and  go  back  to  the  summer 


premises. 

Since  the  books  had  been  put 
on  display  by  the  Lambda  Sports 
group  of  GCGC,  the  Coalition 
asked  civil  rights  attorney  Allen 
Brown  to  respond;  he  won  return 
of  all  the  books  but  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex. 

“The  Nixon  Court  has  ruled 
that  in  the  confines  of  a  bar, 
people  become  second-class 
citizens,  and  certain  things  are 
forbidden.  But  I’ll  urge  a  limit,” 
Brown  told  GCN.  “Safeguards 
are  okay,  but  a  total  abrogation  of 
the  First  Amendment  is  not.” 

Brown  said  City  Solicitor  Hugh 
Frost  agreed  that  books  cannot  be 
seized  without  a  magistrate 
finding  probable  cause.  “This  is 
essential  protection  of  funda¬ 
mental  Constitutional  rights,” 
Brown  said.  “They  must  prove 
obscenity  before  stopping  circula¬ 
tion.” 

The  local  media,  and  even 
somewhat  sympathetic  reporters, 
have  blacked  out  the  story. 

Officials  tried  to  crack  down  on 
a  live  performance  of  “Oh,  Cal¬ 
cutta”  nearly  two  years  ago,  but 
the  Music  Hall’s  bar  was  forced  to 
close  briefly  when  it  would  not 
have  been  open  anyway. 

Brown  sees  the  prevalent 
mentality  as  part  of  “The  Leis 
Syndrome,”  so-called  because  of 
Hamilton  County  Prosecutor 
Simon  Leis,  who  has  managed  to 
keep  peep  shows  and  baths  out  of 
the  Queen  City.  “This  is  ethno- 
centrism  in  action,”  Brown  said. 
“The  value  system  of  one  person 
is  the  measure  of  what  is  permissi¬ 
ble.  Primitive  tribes  had  taboos, 
Khomeini  and  other  religious  fan¬ 
atics  have  theirs,  and  Si  Leis  has 
imposed  his,”  Brown  concluded. 

The  books  seized  in  the  raid, 
and  stamped  “Evidence  —  Police 
Division,”  will  be  auctioned  off 
Jan.  18  at  a  GCGC  showing  of 
slides  from  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  and  local  rallies,  at  the 
University  of  Cincinnati. 


but  used  disturbing  language  that 
to  us  showed  he  wasn’t  real  sensi¬ 
tive  to  gay  concerns.  Then  he 
came  out  calling  homosexuality  an 
aberration  and  a  detriment  to  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  family. 

“There’s  been  no  organized 
effort  to  move  the  bill  through 
Council  since  then,”  Peppard 
said.  “The  colleagues  who  were 
looking  for  him  to,  perhaps,  go 
along  with  him  on  the  ordinance 
suddenly  became  much  more  shy 
about  expressing  their  support. 
They  felt  if  a  person  associated 
with  civil  rights  had  come  out  in 
opposition  to  a  civil  rights  ordi¬ 
nance,  passage  would  be  very 
difficult.” 

Blackwell  will  serve  one  year  as 
mayor  under  an  agreement  with 
the  Democrats,  who  chose  David 
Mann  to  fill  the  second  term.  Out¬ 
going  Mayor  Bobbie  Stern  did 
poorly  in  this  election,  after  anti¬ 
gay,  anti-abortion  forces  publi¬ 
cized  her  proclamation  of 
“Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Day.” 


of  1977,  back  to  the  time  Richard 
Peluso  was  arrested  in  Revere,  the 
beginning  of  what  later  became 
former  D.A.  Garrett  Byrne’s 
“Revere  Sex  Ring.” 

It  was  the  D.A.’s  elite  strike 
force,  the  Suffolk  County  Investi¬ 
gation  and  Prosecutions  Project 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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BOSTON 

ALL  ©AY  BASH 

SATURDAY  DEC.  15  THRU  TUESDAY  DEC.18 
SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS: 


SATURDAY  *30Pm 

GAY  DISCO  EXTRAVAGANZA 

4JXJOCW  tjg.0 Jj  ^ASHJMR! 

SUNDAY  *oo  pm 

CASINO  PARTY 

nAwnwct  live  must  mess  to  tunica 

MONDAY  800  PM 

FOLK  FESTIVAL 

LIVE  waste  FEATLIRIRC  HAT  IONA  U.T  mown 

UAt  AKTISTS:  FREE  BEFH  ARC  PU8CH  V/1D. 

TUESDAY  730  PM 

GAY  RIGHTS  SYMPOSIUM 

FSATUKHIC  SKYER*  1.  fBjHIHAKT  CAT 

»c7ivmsi  WfPESimnrrs  served! 

WHERE?  28  THE  FENWAY,  BOSTON 

- >  CALI  267-0908  FOR  INFORMATION 


some  joke 

To  the  Editors, 

The  enclosed  flyer  was  found  posted  in  the 
vicinity  of  Harvard  Square  this  past  weekend. 
When  I  checked  the  events  calendar  in  GCN  and 
found  no  mention  of  an  “All  Gay  Bash”  1  began 
to  suspect  a  hoax.  After  some  further  inquiries  I 
could  find  no  evidence  for  the  existence  of  a 
“Greater  Boston  Gay  Association.”  It  turns  out 
that  both  the  telephone  number  (267-0908)  and 
address  (28  the  Fenway)  listed  on  the  announce¬ 
ment  are  those  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  frater¬ 
nity  at  MIT.  When  I  called  them  to  inquire  about 
the  Gay  Rights  Symposium  I  was  hung-up  on 
quite  abruptly.  For  whatever  it’s  worth.  I’m  now 
passing  this  information  on  to  you.  Perhaps  your 
readers  should  be  cautioned  to  watch  out  for 
similar  pranks  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 

Louis  J.  Piccarello 
Cambridge,  MA 

Editor’s  Note:  The  '‘All  Boston  All  Gay  Bash” 
was  indeed  a  hoax.  Bob  Matteo,  President  of  Phi 
Gamma  Delta,  claimed  no  knowledge  of  the 
flyer.  Bob  Sherwood,  Dean  of  Students  for  Fra¬ 
ternities  at  MIT,  surmised  that  the  flyers  were 
part  of  a  prank  being  played  on  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  by  a  rival  fraternity  at  MIT  or  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  MIT  Gays/promised  to  warn  its  members 
of  the  fraud.  In  any  case,  on  the  chance  that  the 
hoax  was  a  set-up  with  the  potential  for  violence 
against  gay  people,  Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor 
White’s  Liaison  to  the  Gay  Community,  and  five 
police  officers  from  District  Four  spent  several 
hours  stationed  outside  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings.  No  one  showed 
up. 

the  united  way 

Dear  Friends: 

The  United  Way,  Inc.’s  annual  campaign  is 
going  into  full  swing  with  the  support  of  every 
conceivable  group.  The  ads  are  everywhere,  the 
solicitation  letters  are  in  the  mail,  and  pretty 
soon  the  office  memos  with  attached  pledge 
cards  will  be  circulated  setting  forth  the  exact 
amount  considered  to  be  our  “fair  share.” 

Fair  to  whom?  is  a  timely  question.  Employed 
gays  across  the  nation  will  probably  give  a  larger 
aggregate  sum  of  money  to  this  powerful  funding 
broker  than  all  gay  organizations  combined  are 
able  to  raise  over  a  period  of  several  years.  The 
need  for  adequate  funding  of  our  organizations 
is  great,  and  the  burden  of  dollar  support  rests 
almost  entirely  with  the  gay  community.  I  per¬ 
sonally  get  many  more  requests  for  money  from 
gay  organizations  and  political  funds  than  I  am 
able  to  respond  to. 

With  these  considerations  in  mind,  I  would 
like  to  see  the  gay  press  take  a  close  analytic  look 
at  United  Way,  Inc.,  and  take  a  position  on 
whether  or  not  the  agency  is  really  deserving  of 
our  continued  support.  The  question  of  their 
commitment  to  gay  service  organizations  is  the 
crucial  issue,  but  there  are  others,  also.  Why 
should  gay  dollars  be  distributed  to  organi¬ 
zations  with  avowed  antipathy  towards  gays, 
such  as  the  Boy  Scouts?  Do  organizations  receiv¬ 
ing  money  deal  with  gays  in  a  non-discriminatory 
manner?  Should  gays  give  to  United  Way,  Inc. 
while  gay  organizations  go  begging? 

I  think  you  will  agree  that  gays  have  a 
powerful  tool  for  the  furtherance  of  our  interests 
in  how  and  where  we  spend  our  money,  and  that 
we  should  employ  it  skillfully.  It  makes  sense, 
then,  to  scrutinize  charitable  organizations  with 
the  same  skepticism  we  would  apply  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  firm,  political  candidate,  or  religious 
group  soliciting  our  dollars,  and  to  apply  the 
same  standards.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  respected 
community  voices  to  urge  gays  to  jot  down  the 
amount  of  their  "fair  share”  and  personally 
distribute  that  amount  among  deserving  gay 
organizations. 

I  ask  you  to  consider  doing  an  incisive  feature 
on  United  Way,  Inc.  in  an  upcoming  issue  of 
Gay  Community  News.  With  the  pressure  once 
again  building  at  the  office  and  elsewhere  to  give 
“unselfishly,”  the  publication  of  the  full  record 
of  this  agency’s  response  to  our  community’s 
needs  would  be  a  valuable  and  timely  service. 

Sincerely, 

Gary  A.  Jones 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


requiem  for  the  gay 
activists  alliance 

To  the  gay  community, 

It  grieves  me  to  write  this  letter  of  resignation 
from  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance/New  York  for  it 
forces  me  to  admit  to  myself  that  GAA  is  no 
longer  the  vital  and  all-important  organization  it 
was  when  I  first  came  to  it,  lonely  and 
distraught,  more  than  8  years  ago,  nor  can  it  ever 
be  as  great  again. 

When  I  first  joined  in  1971,  such  dynamic 
leaders  as  Arthur  Evans,  Marty  Robinson,  Jim 
Owles,  Arthur  Bell,  Morty  Manford,  Mike  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  and  Arnie  Kantrowitz  dominated  the 
political  arena  at  GAA.  Political  issues  were  a 
major  concern  —  the  central,  but  not  the  only 
concern  of  the  organization. 

Vito  Russo  preserited  weekly  movies  at  the 
GAA  Firehouse.  Pot  luck  dinners  for  gays  down 
on  their  luck  were  a  regular  event.  Art  sessions 
with  nude  models  occasionally  took  place  on  the 
second  floor.  And  from  down  in  the  basement, 
nerve-shattering  grunts  and  cries  arose  from  the 
GAA  self-defense  class,  headed  by  R.  Paul 
Martin  and  Charles  Burch. 

Gay  Youth  met  at  the  GAA  Firehouse.  Les¬ 
bians  had  a  committee  of  their  own  at  GAA  (the 
progenitor  of  the  current  Lesbian  Feminist  Lib¬ 
eration  organization),  and  Sunday  afternoons 
were  women’s  events  —  complete  with  day-care 
facilities.  Monday  nights  were  Arts  Committee 
and  Police  Committee  nights.  And  Tuesday 
nights  were  always  politics  nights  —  with  State 
and  Federal  Committee  and  Municipal  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Alternate  Friday  nights  were  Cabarets  at  the 
Firehouse  and  Saturday  nighty  were  the  incred¬ 
ible  Firehouse  dances  —  a  thousand  people 
jammed  buttocks-to-buttocks  and  groin-to-groin 
and  in  various  other  arrangements  —  in  a  rela¬ 
tively  small  space  that  vibrated  with  musical 
beats  and  other  kinds  of  vibes.  On  cold  nights,  it 
was  hot  and  on  hot  nights,  it  was  very  hot.  It  was 
fine!  We  called  it  an  alternative  to  the  bars  for 
gay  people. 

The  first  committee  I  joined  at  GAA  was  the 
Third  World  Committee.  Next,  I  joined  the 
Membership  Committee,  then  the  Firehouse 
Committee,  the  Finance  Committee  (where  I 
became  Vice-Chairperson),  the  Media  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  Dance  Committee,  the  Arts  Committee, 
and  lastly,  the  Political  Action  Committee  (the 
new  one  created  by  the  merging  of  the  Police, 
Municipal,  and  State  and  Federal  Committees  in 
1973). 

The  first  political  demonstration  I  attended 
was  at  Rockerfeller  Center  where  GAA  protested 
a  fund-raising  event  for  smooth-talking,  double¬ 
crossing  John  Lindsay.  Some  of  my  friends  got 
arrested  that  night.  In  the  years  to  follow,  we 
marched  on  Albany,  broke  up  an  “Inner  Circle 
Dinner”  (which  brought  “blood  on  the  Hilton” 
and  got  Jim  Owles  and  Morty  Manford  battered 
faces  and  glory),  and  protested  countless  num¬ 
bers  of  city  hall  hearings.  My  most  memorable 
zap  was  the  take-over  of  McGovern’s  head¬ 
quarters  on  Fifth  Avenue  in  1972  and  the  substi¬ 
tution  for  the  McGovern  banner  flying  outside 
his  second  floor  storefront  office  MY  GAA 
SWEATSHIRT! 

I  met  my  lover,  R.  Paul  Martin,  at  GAA  and 
in  August,  1972,  we  came  to  an  intimate  under¬ 
standing.  Days  before,  “Little  John  Basso,”  a 
GAA  member,  held  up  a  Brooklyn  bank  and 
became  famous.  The  memories  whirl  in  my  brain 
and  I  confess  that  my  mind  reels  and  my  body 
throbs  with  emotion. 

In  October,  1974,  the  Firehouse  was  fire- 
bombed.  The  “perpetrators”  were  never  caught 
by  the  police.  After  that,  we  had  to  find  new 
headquarters  and  we  lost  many  members. 

Things  changed  at  GAA.  We  went  through 
many  different  leaders  and  “regimes,”  as  I’ve 
heard  the  phenomenon  called.  I’ve  had  my  part 
in  the  GAA  executive  history.  It’s  been  a-grand 
history,  too.  But  I  feel  it’s  over  now.  It’s  time  for 
me  to  move  on. 

GAA  has  helped  create  all  the  many  and 
diverse  groups  in  this  city  and  in  others.  Where 
there  was  once  only  GAA,  now  there  are  LFL, 
COHLA,  CLGR,  the  Gay  Switchboard,  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Blind,  and  even  Gay  Media  Alliance. 
These,  as  well  as  so  many  other  college  and  social 
gay  groups  have  their  roots  in  GAA.  I  feel  proud 
of  my  membership  in  GAA.  And  I  love  GAA  — 
the  GAA  that  used  to  be. 

Today,  another  “regime”  runs  GAA  —  one 
with  specialized  interests  that  cannot  deal  with 
such  important  gay  organizations  as  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  the  Gay 
Switchboard.  Issues  at  GAA  are  of  a  specialized 
nature  these  days  —  mostly  of  a  police  issue  and 
an  anti-religionist,  anti-capitalist  nature.  There’s 
no  trace  of  the  greatness  and  all-inclusiveness  of 
the  old  GAA.  It’s  not  for  me.  So  I’m  moving  on. 

I’m  looking  forward  to  getting  more  involved 
with  CLGR  and  devoting  my  energy  and  idealism 
to  promote  the  Coalition  and  help  it  to  achieve 
its  potential  greatness.  And  I  intend  to  work  in 
the  Gay  Media  Alliance  in  the  fight  against  one 
of  the  modern-day  oppressors  of  gay  liberation, 
the  straight  press. 

Sincerely, 

Fred  Goldhaber 
New  York,  NY 


an  ongoing  debate 

Dear ‘G.C.N.  Edit’ (!!) 

In  the  ongoing  debate  on  the  merits  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  each  side  has  presented  a  mostly  empiri¬ 
cal  position.  Those  rebuking  it  point  quite  justly 
to  the  millenia  of  torture  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
One  letter  in  defense  of  the  religion  (I  can’t 
remember  the  author,  I  don’t  have  the  copy  any¬ 
more)  says  Christianity,  that  is  ‘real’  Christian¬ 
ity,  has  never  been  really  put  into  practice.  This 
is  rather  like  saying  that  Newton’s  laws  of  mech¬ 
anics  have  never  been  really  put  into  practice  be¬ 
cause  of  the  existence  of  friction.  The  merits  of  a 
system  must  be  judged  by  its  fruit  in  actual  prac¬ 
tice.  To  say  that  it  has  never  been  really  put  into 
practice  seems  tangential  grazing  at  the  subject 
then  darting  away. 

It  seems  that  even  those  who  point  empirically 
to  the  tyrannical  history  of  the  institutional 
church  somewhat  miss  the  point,  yet  not  really 
by  much.  I  feel  the  point  is  that  a  religion  that  is 
in  the  interest  of  the  people,  that  can  give 
meaning  and  substance  to  people’s  lives,  cannot 
be  founded  on  the  bankrupt  metaphysics  of 
eternal  damnation,  of  the  nature  of  the  universe 
being  merely  a  giant  version  of  a  medieval 
bureaucracy. 

In  the  ministry  attributed  to  Christ,  there  are 
quite  a  number  of  things  he  says  anti  does  that 
are  socially  revolutionary  in  nature.  It  was  he 
who  was  supposed  to  have  upset  the  tables  of  the 
moneylenders  in  the  Synagogue.  He  preached 
‘turning  the  other  cheek,’  and  said  that  the 
judgement  visited  on  the  Pharisees  would  be  the 
worst,  worse  than  that  visited  on  prostitutes,  for 
their  persecution  of  others  on  matters  of  adher¬ 
ence  to  Mosaic  law,  while  not  caring  about 
justice.  Mother  Teresa,  who  was  awarded  the  ’79 
Nobel  Peace  Prize,  states: 

.  .On  the  hour  of  death,  he  said  we  are 
going  to  be  judged  by  what  we  have  done  to  the 
poor,  to  the  hungry,  the  naked  and  the  homeless, 
and  he  makes  himself  that  hungry  one,  that 
naked  one,  that  homeless  one,  not  only  hungry 
for  bread,  but  hungry  for  love,  not  only  naked, 
naked  for  a  piece  of  cloth  but  naked  of  that 
human  dignity,  not  only  homeless  for  a 
room .  .  .” 

Yet  he  also  says  that  if'you  do  not  believe  that 
he  is  the  Son  of  God,  you  shall  burn  in  a  hell  for 
eternity.  Not  only  is  this  unpalatable  from  a 
viewpoint  of  ‘justice’,  but  the  very  idea  of  an 
afterlife  that  simply  goes  on  and  on,  in  a  linear 
way,  “forever”  creates  a  warped  concept  of  the 
universe  that  must  of  necessity  cancel  out  the 
‘infinite  love’  of  god.  We  are  to  be  punished  in 
the  “eternal  lake  of  fire”  because  our  meta¬ 
physics  are  wrong;  we  don’t  believe  in  a  ‘God  the 
Father’  that  controls  the  world  through  particu¬ 
laristic  edicts  that  simply  negate  the  self- 
consistancies  of  the  universe  (i.e.,  the  ‘laws  of 
nature’).  We’re  told  we  will  go  to  hell  because  we 
refuse  to  believe  such  a  thing  as  hell  could  exist. 
No  matter  how  much  Christ  may  have  preached 
a  gospel  of  social  justice,  it  is  laid  on  a  frame¬ 
work  that  must  eventually  lend  itself  to  the  very 
tyranny  it  speaks  against.  It  seems  no  accident 
that  Christianity  was  picked  up  by  Constantine, 
who  made  it  the  state  religion  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  That  was  when  Christianity  that  was 
supposed  to  be,  died.  Constantine  passed  the 
first  edicts  in  the  Roman  Empire  against  the  “de¬ 
testable  and  abomidabje  crime  against  nature.” 
It  is  no  accident  that  this  was  concurrent  with  his 
adoption  of  Christianity. 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Jacoby 
San  Francisco,  CA 

strength, 
a  faerie  gentle 

Dear  GCN, 

I  love  GCN  and  Sally  Gearhart  is  one  of  the 
amazing  beings  around  —  but  please,  sisters  and 
brothers,  why  do  we  continue  with  the  patri¬ 
archal  divisions  forced  on  us  by  seeing  her  vision 
as  the  title  says  “Spirituality  vsPolitics”,? As  it’s 
been  shown  to  me  recently  —  New  Politics  is 
Recreating  Old  Magic  —  there’s  a  lot  of  truth  in 
there.  We  witches  with  wizards  will  win  won- 
drously,  won’t  we? 

Strength,  A  Faerie  Gentle, 

Dimid 
New  Orleans,  LA 


NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  News  writing  and  editing 
skills  needed  as  well  as  a  commitment 
to  feminism  and  social  change.  Open¬ 
ing  March  1.  Please  send  resume  to 
Richard  Bums,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Community  Voices 


our  voice,  our  spirit, 
our  rights 

To  the  Editor: 

Well,  I  must  admit  that  I  was  struck  by  Janet 
Tucker’s  letter  to  GCN  regarding  your  (increas¬ 
ingly  disappointing)  coverage  of  the  news  (GCN, 
December  15,  1979).  In  many  ways  I  must  agree 
with  Ms.  Tucker  and  it  would  be  difficult  not  to; 
her  examples  were  well  researched  and  thought 
out.  Her  concern  is  a  very  legitimate  one. 

The  worth  of  any  newspaper,  no  matter  whom 
it  serves,  is  defined  and  judged  by  the  strength 
and  breadth  of  its  news  and  editorial  pages.  If 
they  are  lacking,  the  newspaper  has  failed  its 
readership.  GCN  has  not  reached  that  point,  in 
my  opinion.  Nor  can  the  passing  of  one  writer, 
no  matter  how  fine  and  dedicated,  completely 
deplete  the  resources  of  a  vibrant  newspaper 
which  is  so  much  a  part  of  a  vigorous  and  stimu¬ 
lating  community.  Our  community  is 
overflowing  with  talent  —  writing  talent,  in  par¬ 
ticular. 

After  all,  GCN  is  a  “community”  newspaper. 
Perhaps  it  is  time  that  our  community  support  it 
then  in  more  substantive  ways  rather  than 
morally.  (A  moral  nod  of  approbation  frankly 
means  nothing  to  a  “starving  child”  but  rather 
the  sentiment  smacks  of  an  effete  disinterest.) 
We  are  too  industrious  and  full  of  strength  to  be 
accused  of  that. 

I  know  that  I,  myself,  have  told  friends  that  I 
would  volunteer  some  time  to  write  for  GCN.  I 
had  the  best  intentions.  But,  I  never  followed 
through.  And,  I  guess,  that  is  what  I  am  saying 
about  our  community  —  we  have  great  inten¬ 
tions,  but  we  just  don’t  follow  them  through.  I 
think  we  had  better. 

GCN  affords  us  solidarity.  It  reports  news  that 
affects  each  one  of  us.  It  has  given  us  an 
aggregate  strength  by  speaking  in  a  loud  and 
clear  voice.  Each  one  of  us  has  a  responsibility  to 
make  certain  that  that  voice  remains  strong  and 
resounding. 

GCN  is  not  going  to  flounder.  I  believe  that  it 
is  in  the  process  now  of  re-examining  itself 
including  how  better  to  serve  its  readership.  But 
the  question  must  be  asked,  Can  its  readership 
serve  and  support  GCN7  Think  of  the  crucial 
stake  that  we  all  have  in  this  newspaper.  Money 
would  certainly  help.  But,  I  would  think  that 
even  a  few  bright  and  persevering  writers  and 
production  people  could  probably  revitalize  and 
foster  a  new  spirit  to  an  over-burdened  staff. 

Or  do  we  have  no  responsibility  at  all  to  our 
“community  newspaper”  which  represents  and 
proclaims  our  voice,  our  spirit  and  our  rights? 

Sincerely, 

Richard  Dagwan 
Boston,  MA 


lesbians  behind  bars 

Dear  GCN, 

The  letter  from  Clovia  Green  in  this  week’s 
paper  has  prompted  me  to  voice  a  question  I’ve 
had  for  some  time:  why  is  it  that  the  ads  printed 
in  your  “Prisoners”  column  are  almost  always 
from  men?  I’ve  scanned  it  for  several  months 
and  in  that  time  the  only  listing  purporting  to  be 
from  a  woman  had  the  address  of  a  men’s 
prison. 

I  have  written  to  Ms.  Green  and  asked  her  to 
send  me  the  addresses  of  any  lesbians  she  knows 
who  would  like  penpals.  If  there  prove  to  be  too 
many  to  be  covered  by  myself  and  my  friends,  I 
will  send  them  to  you  with  a  sufficient  donation 
to  cover  their  publication.  Meanwhile,,  I  urge  you  - 
to  give  priority  to  publishing  the  addresses  of  any 
lesbian  prisoners  that  you  receive. 

Happy  winter  solstice! 

.  Betty  Widerski 
Cambridge,  MA 

Editor’s  Note:  According  to  the  Sourcebook  of 
Criminal  Justice  Statistics  published  by  the 
Justice  Dept.  (1978),  97%of  all  prisoners  in  state 
correctional  facilities  are  men,  3  %  are  women. 
(The  US  Bureau  of  Prisons  does  not  permit  GCN 
in  federal  facilities .)  This  statistic  may  explain 
why  most  requests  for  penpals  come  from  men. 
(It  is  interesting  to  note  that  statistics  on  the 
populations  of  mental  institutions  indicate 
virtually  the  opposite  situation.) 

We  support  your  efforts  at  outreach  to  lesbian 
prisoners  and  will  print  all  requests  for  penpals. 

advertising 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  Advertising  experience 
as  well  as  a  commitment  to  the 
goal  of  eliminating  the  exploi¬ 
tation  of  women  and  men  in  ad¬ 
vertising  necessary  -  Please  address 
inquiries  and  resumes  to  Richard 
Burns,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108 

manager 


fundamentalists 

march' 

Brothers  and  Sisters, 

It  has  recently  come  to  our  attention  that  vari¬ 
ous  groups  throughout  the  country  are  thinking 
in  terms  of  having  a  counter-demonstration  in  re 
the  Fundamentalists’  March  to  Return  Morality 
to  America.  At  our  own  meetings  and  with 
phone  conversations  with  other  Upstate  New 
York  groups,  we  have  come  to  the  concensus  that 
we  vigorously  and  firmly  oppose  any  such 
action.  This  would  be  confrontation  politics  and 
could  very  well  lead  to  many  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  being  injured  and  even  possibly  killed. 
Our  own  March  was  non-violent  in  character  and 
was  emphasized  as  such  by  the  Plenary  Session  at 
the  Conference  in  Houston.  In  the  past  few 
months,  we  in  Upstate  N.Y.  have  been  subjected 
to  fire  bombings,  firings,  verbal  and  physical 
harassment,  etc.  The  list  goes  on  and  on.  The 
(sic)  Christians  are  calling  for  a  million  marchers 
and  may  very  well  get  that  many.  We  must  be 
aware  that  we  mustered  about  a  tenth  of  that 
number.  Such  a  counter-demonstration  would 
not  gain  the  gay  liberation  movement  anything. 
It  is  negative  and  may  very  well  injure  some  of 
our  people.  If  various  militant  groups  wish  to 
stage  something,  then  do  it  on  the  local  and  state 
level.  If  it  were  done  in  all  fifty  states,  then  our 
media  coverage  would  be  much  greater.  We  are 
now  in  the  planning  stages  for  a  state-wide  march 
on  Albany  in  late  April,  early  May.  New  York  is 
the  largest  state  in  the  Union  that  still  has  anti- 
consensual  sodomy  laws  on  the  books.  We  can 
gain  much  more  by  having  a  statewide  march 
than  a  counter-demonstration  in  Washington. 
Certainly,  a  response  is  called  for,  but  in  a  way 
which  will  be  positive  and  net  us  gains,  not  lose 
support.  Our  leadership  should  respond  in  posi¬ 
tive  fashion,  not  by  endorsing  marches  that  can 
lead  to  violence,  but  to  maintain  our  non-violent 
stand.  Once  again.  Upstate  New  York  vigorously 
and  firmly  opposes  such  action  and  would  not 
take  part.  Let’s  set  our  people  free,  not  injure 
them. 

In  Solidarity, 

Vern  Hall-Smith,  President 

Rochester  Gay  Task  Force 
Rochester,  NY 

sexist 

psychobabble 

I  wish  to  inform  you  of  my  outrage  over  the 
publication  of  your  Dec.  15  cover  story,  “Sally 
Gearhart:  Spirituality  vs.  Politics”  by  Jil  Clark.  I 
began  reading  the  article  with  great  interest  be¬ 
cause  I  remembered  Ms.  Gearhart  from  the  film 
Word  is  Out.  She  struck  me  as  a  personable  and 
articulate  spokesperson  of  the  lesbian  move¬ 
ment.  Like  many  gay  men,  my  involvement  with 
lesbians  does  not  extend  much  past  political  sup¬ 
port  of  rights  for  all  homosexuals.  I  must  admit 
that  many  of  the  articles  that  GCN  has  printed 
regarding  women’s  issues  have  not  held  much 
interest  for  me.  But  in  an  effort  to  be  politically 
conscious,  if  not  always  “politically  correct”,  I 
make  it  my  practice  to  read  all  of  your  paper.  So, 
despite  my  urge  to  dump  this  issue  in  the  trash,  I 
read  every  word  of  Ms.  Clark’s  interview. 

I  am  left  with  one  question.  How  could  you 
print  this  article?  And  as  a  cover  story,  no  less. 
Although  it  is  tempting  to  attack  Ms.  Gearhart’s 
remarks  point  by  point,  it  is  hardly  necessary. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  GCN  would  never  print  such 
an  article  if  it  were  written  by  men  calling  for  a 
world  totally  without  women,  and  simultaneous¬ 
ly  enumerating  the  vile  characteristics  of  that 
gender.  And  though  Ms.  Gearhart  may  flatter 
herself  that  no  man  holds  such  an  opinion,  it  is 
unfortunately  true  that  some  do. 

It  seems  that  some  publications  feel  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  stretch  the  limits  of  good  taste.and  good 
judgement  to  allow  oppressed  groups,  be  they 
black,  female  and/or  gay,  to  express  any  politi¬ 
cal  beliefs  they  have  regardless  of  how  blatantly 
offensive  they  are.  Thus,  we  have  tolerated  black 
supremacy,  but  not  white  supremacy,  and  appar¬ 
ently  now  lesbian  supremacy,  but  not  male 
supremacy.  It  makes  no  difference,  these  move¬ 
ments  are  all  born  of  fear,  ignorance  and  an  in¬ 
ability  to  accept  each  other  as  individual  human 
beings. 

I  have  no  more  sympathy  for  Sally  Gearhart 
than  1  do  for  Anita  Bryant.  They  are  both  would- 
be  oppressors.  Fortunately,  as  in  the  case  of  Ms. 
Bryant,  I  am  confident  that  the  vast  majority  of 
discerning  individuals  will  easily  see  through  the 
sexist  psychobabble  that  Ms.  Gearhart  and  Ms. 
Clark  offer  us.  Nonetheless,  I  am  outraged  that 
GCN  did  not. 

Sincerely, 

Richard  Allan  Perry 
Boston,  MA 


JVcpCioe 

The  GCN  offices  will  be  closed  from 
December  24  to  December  31.  Vol.7 
No. 24  will  appear  on  newsstands  on 
January  5. 


media  madness 

On  Wednesday,  December  12,  I  attended  a 
meeting  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates. 
The  following  are  some  of  my  thoughts: 

Before  I  knew  about  sex,  I  knew  that  the  word 
queer  was  an  insult  associated  with  skinny  boys 
who  couldn’t  throw  a  football,  and  since  I 
answered  this  description,  1  took  my  share  of 
abuse.  When  I  was  in  junior  high,  I  was  told  by  a 
classmate  what  it  was  that  queers  did  (that  made 
them  queer),  and  my  heart  sank,  as  what  he  said 
corresponded  vaguely  to  my  own  fantasies.  I 
looked  up  “homosexual”  in  the  dictionary  and 
my  fate  was  sealed.  I  went  through  adolescence 
with  this  secret  knowledge,  developing  anxiety 
attacks  and  a  sense  of  isolation.  By  age  19  I  had 
dropped  out  of  the  Catholic  Church  but  moved 
into  psychotherapy  (guess  why).  I  would  be  in 
and  out  of  therapy  for  the  next  few  years,  talking 
endlessly  about  the  origins  of  my  homosexuality 
and  trying  to  be  a  good  heterosexual.  I’ll  spare 
you  the  needless  melodrama  of  my  depressions, 
my  pills,  etc.  because  plenty  of  us  have  gone  that 
route,  but  here’s  the  point:  never,  no,  not  once, 
did  .  I  learn  from  any  book,  magazine,  news¬ 
paper,  television  or  radio  program  that  it  was 
okay  to  be  gay.  About  homosexuals  I  knew:  we 
had  never  matured  from'  some  early  childhood 
stage,  we  were  pathological,  it  was  a  neurotic 
symptom,  etc.  Homosexuals  I  read  about  were: 
British  spies  that  defected  to  Russia,  Walter 
Jenkins  busted  in  a  bathroom,  and  Christine  Jor¬ 
genson  (no  longer  homosexual).  Evidently  the 
media  didn’t  believe  lesbians  existed  at  all  (bless 
you,  Eleanor  and  Hick). 

After  a  long  hard  climb  I  came  out  (ironically 
it  was  a  couple  of  straight  friends  and  a  doctor 
who  suggested  it),  but  I’m  writing  this  letter  to 
say  how-angry  I  am  —  we’ve  all  been  exposed  to 
nothing  but  straight  propaganda  for  most  of  our 
lives,  and  I  am  sick  to  death  of  it.  It  did  a  great 
job  on  me,  most  gay  people,  and  all  straight 
people  (until  recently,  who  had  reason  to  ques¬ 
tion  it?).  Look,  if  I  was  age  13  now,  this  is  what  I 
would  know:  gay  men  cruise  the  library  for  sex, 
pay  young  kids  in  some  sort  of  ring,  and  some¬ 
times  murder  their  tricks.  There  are  only  three 
lesbians  in  the  United  States,  all  of  whom  are 
involved  in  custody  cases. 

To  reiterate,  I’m  fed  up  and  I’m  mad,  and 
LAGMA  offers  several  options  for  using  my 
energy  to  make  some  changes.  Ideas  for  positive 
gay  coverage  in  the  media,  as  well  as  pressure  to 
stop  biased  sensational  reporting  were  presented, 
and  I  learned  that  one  newspaper  has  already 
responded  favorably.  If  you  think  this  is  too 
Liberal  Reformist,  futile,  frustrating,  etc.,  then 
maybe  you  haven’t  had  enough.  There’s  a  lot  of 
children  out  there,  growing  up  gay  and  alone, 
just  like  we  did.  I’ts  a  cop-out  to  sit  around  and 
wait  for  the  Revolution  (or  for  Congress  to  pass 
a  gay  rights  bill)  while  the  propaganda  machine 
grinds  on  unquestioned.  LAGMA  meets  again 
January2  at  8;00  pm  at  Arlington  Street  Church. 
There’s  plenty  of  room  for  more  people  and 
ideas.  If  you’re  too  comfortable  or  too  sophisti¬ 
cated  to  do  it  for  yourself,  then  do  it  for  the  kids. 

John  Millea 
Cambridge,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request. 
Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


the  lost  tribe 

Dear  people, 

Thanks  to  John  Mehring  for  his  article  “Gays 
and  the  Holocaust.”  Let  me  introduce  you  to 
The  Lost  Tribe,  a  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay 
Jews  in  the  San  Francisco/Bay  area.  We  have 
been  working  now  for  2  years  with  the  Jewish 
community  to  educate  them  about  lesbian,  gay, 
and  women’s  oppression,  and  how  gay  folks 
shared  the  ovens  with  Jews  and  other  groups. 

Jewish  community  response  has  been  terrific, 
ranging  from  bringing  -all  their  Sunday  school 
classes  to  hear  about  the  anti-gay  Briggs  initiative 
to  encouraging  gay  lovers  and  other  alternative 
families  to  join  the  Jewish  Community  Center 
under  a  family  (cheaper)  membership. 

In  any  case,  we  will  work  here  in  California  to 
make  sure  that  no  Holocaust  memorial  will  be 
created  without  gay  input. 

Shalom  to  David  Brill. 

Let  us  all  continue  his  work. 

Dov  ben  Khayyim 
San  Francisco,  CA 

merry  Christmas 

Dear  Friends  at  GCN, 

Enclosed  please  find  a  check  for  $42.00  for 
four  gift  subscriptions  as  listed  on  the  back  of 
this  sheet. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  offer  some 
thoughts  about  your  fine  publication.  On  the  de¬ 
bit  side,  two  items.  First,  there  have  been  numer¬ 
ous  letters  to  you  recently  which  at  least  purport 
to  correct  inaccurate  or  misleading  writing  in 
your  paper,  (leaving  entirely  aside  the 
RSL/GAA/PWOC/??  squabble,  which  I  expect 
you  find  as  tiresome  as  I).  They  seem  to  point 
toward  a  tendency  to  take  copy  from  the  wires  or 
straight  press  without  verifying  how  carefully  the 
straight  folks  have  put  the  story  together.  GCN 
should  take  that  responsibility  —  because  you 
clearly  are  trying  to  be  a  responsible  press. 
(Enough  so  that  I  could  recommend  giving  gift 
subs  to  one’s  parents,  one’s  next  door  neighbor, 
or  one’s  lover,  as  thoughtful  and  appropriate 
gifts.)  . 

It’s  evident  from  the  number  and  variety  of 
sources  —  every  region  of  the  country  —  that 
more  and  more  people  are  relying  on  GCN  to  be 
the  responsible,  feminist,  gay  weekly  that  cannot 
be  found  anywhere  else!  It  is  because  they  take 
you  seriously,  and  wish  you  well,  that  they  take 
the  trouble  to  write  to  you. 

Second,  .  .  .  well,  I  thought  1  had  a  second 
complaint,  but  I  can’t  for  the  life  of  me  think  of 
it.  On  to  the  credits! 

You  are  by  God  working  at  being  a  respon¬ 
sible,  feminist  gay  press.  I’m  impressed.  I  can 
generally  trust  your  writers  to  see  significance  in 
'he  same  places  I  do;  sexism  in  the  writing  is 
sparse  (albeit  not  absent);  and  I  can  sense  a  real 
'ommitment  from  you.  Bravo! 

The  style  tends  to  be  clear,  straight-gay- 
forward,  but  not  simplistic.  Few  articles  seem 
padded  unnecessarily.  Layout  is  clean  and 
thoughtful.  And  bless  you  for  staying  with  a  serif 
type,  against  the  trend.  Aesthetically  good  paper. 

I  hope  you  will  further  explore  man/boy 
love;  it  is  here  that  we  show  our  own  homo¬ 
phobia  most  strongly,  here  where  we  pick  our 
scapegoats,  here  where  our  collective  thinking 
has  been  all  too  foggy.  Along  with  sexism  and 
racism,  ageism  (in  its  various  forms)  is  one  of  the 
worst  enemies  we  harbor  within  our  own  com¬ 
munity.  Along,  of  course,  with  homophobia. 

I’m  pleased  at  your  obvious  and  sincere  good¬ 
will  for  other  gay  presses  —  notably  The  Body 
Politics.  I  like,  Snd  want  more  of,  the  radical 
feminist  analysis  pieces.  More!  1  like  your  in¬ 
creasingly  national  scope.  I’d  like  to  say  more, 
but  I  must  leave  room  for  the  addresses.  ‘Nother 
time. 

God  bless  you.  Goddess  keep  you. 

Merry  Christmas! 

Laurence  Gold 
Madison,  WI 


Seasons  Greetings  from  the  GCN  Staff 
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(SC1PP)  which  was  responsible 
for  the  “Sex  Ring”  investigation. 
A  Boston  police  detective  assigned 
to  the  prestigious  SCIPP  unit  was 
Det.  John  O’Malley.  This  O’Mal¬ 
ley  (not  to  be  confused  with  Peter 
O’Malley)  engaged  in  many  ques¬ 
tionable  activities  while  he  was 
associated  with  SCIPP.  O’Malley 
has  been  identified  (along  with 
Revere-based  Metropolitan  Dis¬ 
trict  Commission  police)  as  the  in¬ 
vestigating  officer  who  got  testi¬ 
mony  from  teenaged  boys  linking 
suspects  with  sexual  activity  in 
Peluso’s  Revere  apartment.  Sev¬ 
eral  men  subsequently  indicted  in 
the  “Revere  Sex  Ring”  had  no 
connection  with  any  activity  in 
Peluso’s  house,  something  the 
D.A.’s  office  finally  came  to  ad¬ 
mit.  One  of  these  men  with  no 
connection  was  Roger  Spear.  It 
was  later  revealed  in  grand  jury 
testimony  that  O’Malley  had  per¬ 
sonally  arranged  the  fabricated 
testimony  against  Spear  by  a 
frightened  teenaged  boy.  All  “Sex 
Ring”  charges  against  Spear  were 
ultimately  dropped  —  by 
Byrne’s  successor.  To  this  day, 
Roger  Spear,  as  well  as  a  few 
others  in  a  similar  situation,  quite 
fairly  wonder  why  it  was  they  were 
indicted  and  lumped  into  the  “Sex 
Ring.”  Spear  questions  O’Mal¬ 
ley’s  motives. 

John  O’Malley  played  a  promi¬ 
nent  role  in  the  “Sex  Ring”  inves¬ 
tigation.  The  D.A.  promised  to 
“clean  up  the  child  molesters”  (it 
was  a  campaign  theme  for  re-elec¬ 
tion).  Yet  it  is  now  known  that 
several  very  active  boylovers  in  the 
Revere  area  worked  with  O’Mal¬ 
ley  and  others  as  police  informers. 
These  boylovers  who  cooperated 
with  police  were  never  arrested  or 
threatened  with  arrest.  According 
to  one  source,  O’Malley  personal¬ 
ly  intervened  in  the  case  of  an  ex- 
con  boylover  who  was  a  state- 
appointed  foster  father  of  two 
boys.  A  state  agency  wished  to 
remove  this  man’s  “sons”  when 
O’Malley  intervened  for  past  fa¬ 
vors.  O’Malley,  as  well  as  others 
in  SCIPP,  were  giving  quotes  to 
the  press  about  the  disgusting  na¬ 
ture  of  the  “boy-sex-ring,”  and 
how  the  “sordid  details”  made 
them  seek  psychiatric  counsel. 
This  pose  is  called  into  question, 
as  is  O’Malley’s  diligence  as  an 
unbiased  investigator,  as  a  result 
of  a  probe  made  by  writer  Frank 
Rose  of  The  Village  Voice  (New 
York). 

Rose,  while  in  Boston  to  write 


about  the  “Sex  Ring”  scandal  and 
police  abuse,  revealed  a  boy-pros¬ 
titution  service  called  BUY- 
FUCK,  which  operated  in  Revere 
and  later  in  Boston  from  1977 
through  1978.  BUY-FUCK  pro¬ 
vided  teenaged  boys  to  male 
clients  who,  according  to  a  boy 
who  worked  in  the  operation,  paid 
up  to  $100  —  depending  on  the 
sex  acts  performed.  Contacts  for 
BUY-FUCK  were  made  at  several 
clubs  in  the  downtown  Boston 
area. 

During  the  panic  and  sensation 
over  revelations  about  Richard 
Peluso  and  sex  in  his  apartment, 
not  one  mention  was  made  by 
police  or  local  press  about  BUY- 
FUCK.  No  police  investigation  of 
this  opeartion  was  ever  made.  Did 
police  and  the  District  Attorney  of 
Suffolk  County  have  the  luxury  of 
choosing  which  boy-sex-ring  they 
would  exploit?  Were  any  police  or 
public  officials  involved  in  pro¬ 
tecting  BUY-FUCK?  Did  Dale 
Barbre  work  for  BUY-FUCK?  Is  it 
merely  a  coincidence  that  both 
Barbre  and  the  alleged  operator  of 
BUY-FUCK  were  in  the  Regency 
bathhouse  the  night  of  Barbre’s 
death?  What  did  happen  to  the 
Regency  records  the  night  of  the 
murder? 

John  O’Malley,  so  highly  visi¬ 
ble  in  SCIPP  when  it  was  getting 
good  press,  subsequently  was  re¬ 
moved  from  the  D.A.’s  elite  unit. 

It  is  reported  that  he  had  a  heart 
attack.  Later  he  resigned  from  the 
Boston  Police  altogether.  In  1979 
grand  jury  proceedings  in  Norfolk 
County,  a  state  trooper,  who  had 
operated  as  an  undercover 
narcotics  investigator,  named 
John  O’Malley  as  the  subject  of  a 
Boston  Police  Internal  Affairs 
Division  probe  into  drug  ship¬ 
ments. 

There  was  much  bitterness  in 
the  Suffolk  County  D.A.’s  office 
as  their  “Revere  Sex  Ring”  began  \ 
to  fall  apart.  (It  was  not  just  the 
“Sex  Ring”;  prosecutions  col¬ 
lapsed  in  the  Blackfriars  mass- 
murder  case,  the  Bunker  Hill  beat¬ 
ings  case,  and  the  state  Attorney 
General  had  removed  the  Boston 
arson-ring  prosecutions  from  the 
local  D.A.’s  office.  Political 
favoritism  in  Byrne’s  office  was 
matched  only  by  its  professional 
incompetence.)  First  Asst.  D.A. 
Jack  Gaffney  (he  prosecuted 
Susan  Saxe)  dumped  the  Dr.  Allen 
“Sex  Ring”  trial  onto  newcomer 
Tom  Peisch.  Police  who  had 
fabricated  their  carefully-selected 


“Revere  Sex  Ring”  victims  (and 
left  pro-police  boylovers  alone) 
felt  bitter  and  angry.  Rare  is  the 
police  officer  who  will  admit  his 
errors  gracefully.  Rare  also  is  the 
cop  who  can  appreciate  an  indic¬ 
tee  fighting  back. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
“Sex  Ring”  panic,  Roger  Spear 
questioned  why  he  had  been  in¬ 
dicted.  Spear,  a  successful  busi¬ 
nessperson,  began  his  own  inves¬ 
tigation.  He  hired  attorneys  and 
private  detectives.  He  kept  com¬ 
prehensive  notes  and  files.  He  was 
introduced  to  David  Brill  by  the 
co-chair  of  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee  because  he  wanted  to 
meet  someone  who  knew  some- 
thfng  about  Boston  cops.  Spear, 
as  Brill  did,  likes  to  keep  up  with 
the  activities  of  “crooked  cops.” 

It  was  late  in  1978  when  Roger 
Spear’s  name  came  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  police  regarding  the  Barbre 
investigation.  Curiously,  a  friend 
of  Spear’s  was  the  social  case 
worker  for  a  youth  in  trouble  on 
another  matter.  This  youth  was 
Eddie  Kopacz.  As  a  result  of  the 
initial  questioning  of  Kopacz  by 
Lowell  police,  both  Spear  and  his 
friend  suddenly  found  themselves 
targets  of  police  rumor-mongering 
and  implicated  in  alleged  homi¬ 
cides.  This  rumor-mongering  grew 
in  intensity.  Spear  found  out  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  were 
being  taken  in  and  questioned  by 
police.  Finally  in  October  1979, 
police,  with  warrants,  invaded  his 
home  and  office  and  took  many 
items  in  his  possessions,  including 
numerous  articles  relating  to  his 
investigations  about  police  abuse 
which  were  not  covered  in  the 
warrant. 

Subsequent  to  this  invasion  of 
his  home  and  office,  Spear, 
through  his  attorney,  William 
Homans,  filed  in  Federal  District 
Court  a  $2  million  civil  damages 
suit  against  Roland  Campbell,  a 
Wellesley  police  officer,  Det. 
Charles  Rogers,  a  Quincy  police 
officer  attached  to  the  Norfolk 
County  D.A.’s  office  and  the 
D.A.  himself,  William  Delahunt. 
Following  the  suit’s  filing,  Spear 
was  indicted  by  the  Norfolk 
County  D.A.  for  possession  of 
marijuana. 

Of  particular  concern  to  Spear 
is  that  these  police  officers  re¬ 
moved  his  files  linking  police  to 
BUY-FUCK,  drug-dealing  and 
false  testimony  in  the  “Revere  Sex 
Ring”  case. 

Before  his  death,  David  Brill 


was  meeting  on  a  regular  basis 
with  Roger  Spear.  Brill’s  inten¬ 
tions  in  these  meetings  are  still 
unclear.  Brill  was  reporting  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  police  to  Spear. 
On  the  other  hand,  Brill  was  pos¬ 
ing  police  questions  to  Spear  and, 
after  each  meeting,  writing  up  a 
memo  about  what  Spear  said. 
Copies  of  these  memos  were  sent 
to:  Det.  Donohue  of  the  Lowell 
Police  Dept.;  Charles  Rogers  in 
Delahunt’s  office;  and  Jimmy 
Mitchell  at  the  Regency  Baths. 

Mitchell  has  been  working 
closely  with  Det.  Donohue  on  the 
Barbre  investigation.  Mitchell  has 
also  expressed  an  extreme  per¬ 
sonal  antipathy  to  Roger  Spear, 
one  which  goes  back  a  number  of 
years.  The  reason  for  this  anti¬ 
pathy  is  unclear.  One  source  sug¬ 
gests  that  it  was  Mitchell  who  of¬ 
fered  the  name  of  Roger  Spear  to 
police  to  investigate  concerning 
the  Barbre  homicide.  Barbre  died 
in  February,  1978;  the  police 
didn’t  begin  their  harassment  of 
Spear  until  late  autumn  1978. 

According  to  David  Brill,  Jim 
Mitchell  has  in  his  possession 
documents  pertaining  to  Spear 
and  his  friends.  These  include: 
copies  of  records  of  Spear’s  long¬ 
distance  telephone  calls  (which 
had  been  requested  by  Norfolk 
County  police  from  the  telephone 
company);  a  copy  of  a  federal 
dossier  on  a  friend  of  Spear;  as 
well  as  information  on  an 
attorney,  hired  by  Spear,  who 
now  lives  out  of  state. 

On  January  29,  1979,  Mitchell 
went .  to  Washington  (DC)  and 
sent  to  David  Brill  a  postcard  with 
metered  postage  from  a  postal 
meter  registered  to  the  U.S.  Dept, 
of  Justice.  It  is  also  known  that 
Mitchell  has  paid  for  and/or  ac¬ 
tually  joined  with  police  investi¬ 
gators  on  trips  to  California  and 
Florida  to  question  Eddie  Kopacz. 
Kopacz,  currently  in  jail  in  Flori¬ 
da,  is  reported  by  the  Hearst 
Herald- American  to  now  admit, 
for  whatever  reasons,  his  compli¬ 
city  in  the  murder  of  Dale  Barbre 
—  as  an  accomplice,  not  the  trig¬ 
ger-man. 

If  police  and  their  agents  in  the 
gay  community  are  attempting  to 
link  Roger  Spear  to  any  crimes  of 
violence,  they  are  certainly  going 
about  it  in  a  most  questionable 
way.  It  is  standard  police  proce¬ 
dure  for  law  enforcement  person¬ 
nel  to  question  any  major  suspect 
in  an  alleged  crime.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Spear’s  name  has  been 


bandied  about  through  police  and 
street  rumors  as  a  subject  for  in¬ 
vestigation,  no  police  or  D.A.  has 
formally  interrogated  him.  This 
oddity  is  made  stranger  by  the  fact 
that  Spear’s  attorney,  William 
Homans,  has  sent  personal  letters 
to  both  Suffolk  County  D.A. 
Newman  Flanagan  and  Norfolk 
County  D.A.  William  Delahunt 
and  offered  that  his  client  would 
be  willing  to  meet  with  them  at 
their  convenience.  Not  only  has 
neither  D.A.  taken  advantage  of 
this  offer,  neither  has  even  seen  fit 
to  respond  to  Homan’s  letter.  One 
source  has  suggested  that  William 
Delahunt  has  isolated  himself 
from  the  activities  of  some  of  his 
employees,  particularly  Charles 
Rogers.  Det.  Rogers  has  recently 
returned  to  activity  in  Quincy, 
whether  at  his  own  request  or  on 
order  from  his  superiors  is  not 
clear  at  this  moment.  He  failed  to 
return  numerous  calls  from  GCN. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  ques¬ 
tions  involving  the  Barbre  murder 
were  still  a  preoccupation  of  Brill. 
These  questions  remain:  Who  did 
kill  Barbre  and  why?  Was  Barbre 
a  hustler  for  BUY-FUCK  and  is 
this  related  to  his  death?  What 
connections,  if  any,  does  former 
cop  John  O’Malley  have  to  BUY- 
FUCK,  its  operator,  and  drug¬ 
dealing?  Was  Dale  Barbre  stabbed 
months  prior  to  his  death?  This  is 
important  because  another  boy 
working  for  BUY-FUCK  was 
stabbed  by  a  Ronald  Hendricksen 
during  a  tryst  arranged  through 
BUY-FUCK.  Hendricksen  plead¬ 
ed  guilty  to  this  stabbing  on  Dec. 
17,  1979.  Hendricksen  is  currently 
serving  a  life  sentence  in  MCI- 
Bridgewater  for  a  second  degree 
■  murder  he  cbmmitted  as  the  result 
of  another  stabbing.  Hendricksen 
is  reported  to  be  a  nephew  of  a 
former  employee  of  the  Regency 
bath  house.  Why  is  Mitchell 
working  with  police  to  get  at 
Roger  Spear  when  there  are  no 
links  connecting  Spear  to  Barbre’s 
death?  Why  are  so  many  police 
and  government  documents 
pertaining  to  Spear  and  others 
available  tolhis  gay  businessman? 
And,  finally,  given  the  pattern  of 
anti-gay  police  actions  in  the  past 
two  years,  why  is  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  so  silent  at  this  renewed 
extra-legal  police  abuse?  Will  we 
be  quiet  and  be  happy  with  what¬ 
ever  answers  the  police  and  Hearst 
Press  come  up  with  in  the  matter 
of  Dale  Barbre?  Or  will  we  seek 
our  own  truths? 


POSTON  SHOPPER'S  GUIDE 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


think  straight 
be  Gay 


COMING  OUT,  Jeffrey  Weeks . $6.95 

BLACK  UNICORN,  Audre  Lorde.  . .  3.95 

GAY  PLAYS,  from  Avon .  3.50 

ALL  TRUE  LOVERS,  Aldridge .  5.95 

BERRIGAN,  Gingerlox .  5.50 

WALLS  TO  ROSES  (LP),  important 

new  gay  men's  album .  7.98 


Send  25c  to  receive  catalog.  (212)  255-8097 


Oscar'Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 

15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  100M 


Women^ 
Emporium' 

Crafts,  Funky 
Furniture  &  Clothes 
Tues.-Sat.  11-6 
661-2059 

53  RIVER  ST.  CENTRAL  SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA. 


PERMANENT 
HAIR  REMOVAL 


AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 
120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #0 
BRIGHTON,  MASS.  02135 
CALL:  734-5777 
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Boston’s  largest  dealer 
In  used  stereo  components 
St  UNBELIEVABLE  PRICES! 
Pre-tested  &  Guaranteed. 
We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 
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Sat  10-5,  Thurs  10-6 
225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
Oft  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 
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SYSTEMS 
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systems  for  hire.  Call 
evenings: 

In  Mass.  617/445-8551 
In  N.H.  603/888-0992. 
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Specially  Priced  for  Christmas  Gift  Giving 


Cruise 

fun.  The 
Cruise 
swinging 
klatches,  as  a  tea 
attraction  or  as  a 
punch  lines  or  as  a 


BOSTON 

Hours 

Monday-Friday:  9-10 
Saturday:  9-7 
Sunday:  12-6 


583  BOYLSTON  STREET 


Whenever  or 
loads  of  fun.  It’s  unique 


If  you  have  gone  to 
any  of  our  parties 

r'lt  _ 


Your  wildest  dreams 
could  not  imagine 
New  Year’s  Eve 


.  Limited  tickets  how  available. 

733  Boylston  Street  •  Boston  •  262-2480 


Leap  at  Life  Embrace 

By  Salvatore  Farinella 
Hard  at  play  at  work 
forever  young  you 
leap  at  life  embrace 
happiness  and  sweep  me  up 
in  wave  &  wave  of  you 
even  sleeping  on  my  arm 
your  auburn  hair 
red  as  light 

in  every  breath  you  breathe 
happiness  asleep 
I  guard  each  hair  all  night 
each  night  &  watch 
as  silver  quiets  each  & 
every  strand  of  red 
to  wake  to  find 
all  night  snow  has  fallen. 


Shame 

By  Walta  Borawski 
This  was  what  separated 
me  from  the  sexual  race: 

He  hesitated  in  Nini’s  Corner, 

stared  at  the  crosswords; 
Hesitant:  four  feet  away, 
wanted;  eyed  my  eyes; 

turned  into  the  gay  corner, 
drew  Drummer,  idly, 
nervously,  paged 

They  don ’t  have  my  brand 
of  smoke  the  counter  man 
told  me,  I 


The  Pilgrim’s  Credo 

v  By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

You  are  like  the  most  radiant  of  shrines; 

I  have  trekked  and  toiled  long  and  hard  to  reach  you. 

1  am  a  pauper  without  coins  and  can  give  only  myself. 

I  will  touch  your  body  in  hopes  of  being  blessed. 

(I  could  write  psalms  of  lust  for  you.) 

1  can  offer  you  my  lips  and  tongue  in  a  very  special  prayer. 
I  believe  that  you  will  never  forsake  me. 


told  myself  they  don’t 
have  my  brand  of  man,  1 
turned,  I  left  the  store!— 

nothing  to  suck  on,  deserving 
it,  treating  desire 
like  a  dirty  trick. 


the  Seasi 


*  Introduction 

By  Rudy  Kikel 

As  anyone  who  was  present  for  it  last  year  on  New  Year’s  f*  j 
can  testify,  the  Boston-based  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Port! 
Reading  was  a  resounding  success.  This  year,  thanks  to  thatsuc$ 
and,  not  incidentally,  to  the  maneuvering  of  Poetry  Chairpero"  | 
Peter  Payack,  who  secured  funds  for  the  event  from  the  First  N«k 
Foundation,  the  reading  will  be  held  again  —  this  time  at  * 
Boston  Architectural  Center  (320  Newbury  Street),  9-10:30  P,l 
(Get  there  early  for  a  seat!) 

Twelve  poets  (six  men  and  six  women)  will  read  from  tfe! 
work  (including  four  poets  unrepresented  on  these  pages:  Stepha»> 
Byrd,  Charlie  Shively,  Jane  Barnes,  and  David  Eberly).  NaturA' 
we  can  expect  a  good  deal  of  diversity  in  style  and  theme:  is  «T 
Camille  Norton’s  “Bad  Girl”  Mineka,  for  instance,  with  as  md! 
knives  in  her  mouth  as  teeth,  a  subversive,  demonic  reverse  of  Pit 
Kuras’s  erotic  pilgrim,  all  reverent  “lips  and  tongue”? 

We  may  also  be  tempted,  here  at  the  tail  end  of  the  ’70s  —  aA 
a  decade  of  “gay  liberation”  —  to  look  to  our  poets  for  sc« 
common  recognition  of  how  far  we  have  come  —  or  where  we  # 
now  headed.  One  conclusion  we  may  reach  is  that  the  revolution^ 
optimism  and  apocalyptic  fervor  of  1969  has  culminated  in 
quieter,  more  cautious  assessment  of  political  and  personal  possii- 
lities.  “Same”  and  “new  years”  looked  at  in  this  light  suggest  till 
our  new  facilities  —  we  have  Baths,  we  have  Drummer ,  we  need# 
longer  “sneak  through  alleys”  —  may  still  leave  us  with*! 
“anyone  to  love.”  Furthermore,  T.  Clausen  presents  us  w* 
complication  (his  “lines”  are  at  once  those  of  the  body,  memon, 
poetry),  and  Sal  Farinella  with  indirection  (surely  “Leap  at  lilt 
Embrace”  is  about  people  growing  old  together,  the  fallen  snw 
related  to  that  “silver”  among  red  strands  in  the  hair  of  ok 
“forever  young”)  in  poems  that  take  for  granted,  but  do  nottmtf, 
the  sex  of  a  lover.  Has  the  stridency  of  1969  been  succeeded  bw 
revived  “universality”?  Finally,  it  may  be  significant  that  Narnr 
Ballard  and  M.F.  Hershman  rely  upon  controlled  forms  (Ik 
sonnet,  the  haiku)  for  their  effects.  Hershman’s  gloves,  in  perN 
the  most  disciplined  poem  here,  may  serve  as  a  symbol  of  then* 
gay  poetry,  signaling  to  us  with  its  “gloves  on”  (and  with  efev 
thing  “hanging  out”)  and  with  a  richness,  a  multiplicity,  andtn 
incorporation  of  irony  possible  only  in  an  art  which  incite 
“hidden  places”: 

Wave  fiercely  with  all 

your  hand,  your  warm  fur,  song:  all 

your  hidden  places. 


The  Glove  Haiku 

By  M.F.  Hershman 


Lonely?  The  glove  has 
five  fingers  and  rabbit  fur 
inside.  Plush.  Willing. 

ii 

And  you  can  turn  it 
inside  out.  Often  the  fist 
becomes  carollers. 


iii 

Or  walk  outdoors  with 
friends  and  secrets  clothing  your 
one  palm.  Put  it  on. 

iv 

Mates  always  turn  up 

between  scarves,  shoes,  maps;  from  long 

walkways  and  closets. 


Wave  fiercely  with  all 

your  hand,  your  warm  fur,  song;  all 

your  hidden  places. 
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from  The  Bostonians ,  a  Corona  series  of  seven  sonnets 
By  nancer  ballard 

Early  on  L  street  a  boy  lights  the  family 
stove,  his  mother’s  sole  warmth  tendered 
through  four  decades.  On  holidays  he  gathers 
kin  in  tableau:  the  Italian  coterie; 
three  brothers  with  wives  and  wife  to  be, 
sister  and  husband  birthing  new  rancors 

he  smoothes  for  his  mother.  His  roommate  rumples  a  comforter 
on  the  virgin  bed  for  Sunday’s  melee. 

When  night  falls  he  lights  a  log  and  two 
men  drink  wine  in  the  tight  ring 
of  orange  umbra.  He  can  barely  imagine  the  years 
before,  when  alone,  he  bore  the  dawn’s  tinged 
gray  from  ocean  to  the  Charles.  An  untrue 
spark  he  pushes  back  to  molten  embers. 


This  Selection  is  Taken  From  The  Witch  Chronicles, 
a  Work  in  Progress 

From  “Mineka  Lost  in  Amerika” 

By  Camille  Norton 

Here,  among  the  Gods,  nerves  loose  themslves  all  night,  among 
the  Gods,  I  walk  in  circles.  Fire  ignites  me. 

Water  damps  me  out.  * 

And  my  name  is  Mineka,  my  name  is  Mineka  the  Bad  Girl 
and  I  am  far  from  the  kettle,  far  from  the  crones,  the  singers 
the  drums  and  the  drummers  Thad-um-ing-Thad-um-ing-Thad-um. 

I  could  die  here,  Lady,  a  hag  crossing  Amerika,  a  dreamer 
with  as  many  knives  as  teeth  gleaming  in  my  mouth. 

And  I  could  die  here.  Lady. 

My  whispering  ones,  you  who  are  not  Gods,  my  whisperers 
you  who  do  not  forget  —  smooth  me.  Smooth  me  now. 

Here.  Now.  I  am  Mineka. 

I  have  forgotten  the  conversation  of  my  time. 

Here.  Now.  Teach  me.  Teach  me  to  do  it  alone 
if  I  have  to. 


new  years 
By  Ron  Schreiber 
last  night  at  the  bath  on  La 
Grange  street  in  Boston  men 
walked  up  &  down  four  floors  in 
&  out  of  rooms  &  I  didn’t  find 
anyone  to  love  again  two  blocks 
away  firecrackers  exploded 

I  heard  those  explosions  first  in 
Hong  Kong  &  I  didn’t  know  what 
year  it  was  then  only  that  my 
birthday  had  passed  &  people  walking 
in  the  streets  all  night  looked 
as  if  they’d  worked  three  hundred 
sixty  days  before  this  celebration 

this  is  the  year  of  the  rabbit  that 
was  the  year  of  the  rat  I  learned  later 
&  spent  the  fifties  sneaking  through 
dark  alleys  will  I  learn  to  run 
now  soon  &  fast  enough 


Artist  at  Work 

By  T.  Clausen 

One  final  thrust  to  empty,  fills, 
and  the  edges  of  your  spent  breath 
now  round  to  cradle  the  rounding 
of  mine;  your  arm  fills  its  reach 
with  the  suppling  arch  of  my  spine 
making  one  soft  line 
out  of  two. 

Have  I  traced  your  absence 
in  this  too  familiar  darkness 
with  the  erratic  line  of  memory 
too  many  times? 

I  don’t  know  any  more 
if  the  lines  are  you, 
or  only  themselves, 
drawn  with  pleasing  artifice. 
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I  BARTENDERS  i> 

SCHOOL,  INC.  ^ 


Learn  Bartending  in  a  one  or  two 
week  program  behind  a  real  bar! 
Day  or  evening  classes.  Job  place¬ 
ment  assistance.  Visitors  welcome 
to  observe.  Phone  for  brochure. 

247-1600 

Jack  McKim  Don  Melms 

480  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Licensed  by  the  Comm,  of 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Education 


Starting  December  1,  1979 
Monthly  Parking 
7  A.M.  ’til  1  A.M. 
Charles  Street  Garage  Co. 
144  Charles  Street 
Inquire  at  garage  or  call 
277-6080 


a.n  ima.yina.tive!  ya.LLt.ry  of  a.rir, 

h<Kndcra.fts,  jewelry 

and.  furniture! 

reflect  my  oriyin.A.Uty,  . 


806  y\op£  St. 

providence!,'!^.  1. 
Opposite!  Ciner am  ac~Chea.tr d 


SU-051O 

NOW  THRU  CHRISTMAS  .  .  . 

OPEN  TUES.  THRU  SAT.  10  to  6  •  FRI.  EVE.  TIL  9 
SUNDAYS  12  NOON  TO  5  P.M. 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  .  . 

XAHApu  graphics 


Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Electronic  Page  Makeup 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661-6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  02139 


Season’s 

Greetings 


617/536-3111 


Season’s 

Greetings 


Natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair  and  skin  for  mer|  and  women. 
Lotion  erotique  pour  l’amour  et  le  massage: 

Honeydew,  orange,  strawberry,  raspberry 


Television 


Queers  in  America’s 
Living  Rooms 


ABC  News  Closeup: 
Homosexuals 

Aired  Tuesday,  Dec.  18,  1979 
Produced,  Directed  and  Written 

by  Helen  Whitney 

By  Cindy  Stein 

About  five  years  ago,  Flo  Ken¬ 
nedy  came  to  the  university  I  was 
attending  to  deliver  one  of  her 
rousing,  no-nonsense  speeches. 
Part  way  into  her  remarks,  she 
made  a  disgusted  reference  to  peo¬ 
ple’s  use  of  the  term  “women’s 
lib”. 

“After  five  years,”  she  said, 
“you’d  think  they  could  say  the 
whole  thing!” 

I  was  reminded  of  Flo’s  anger 
over  disrespectful  terminology 
when  my  television  screen  flashed 
the  word  “Homosexuals”  at  the 
start  of  the  recently  broadcast 
ABC  news  special  of  the  same 
name.  After  ten  years  of  struggle 
to  educate  the  media,  you’d  think 
they’d  say  it  right]  You’d  think 
that  the  words  we  have  chosen  to 
call  ourselves,  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  could  have  been  adopted  in¬ 
stead.  No,  not  even  in  the  context 
of  a  program  which  lauded  itself 
as  an  “unbiased”  recording  of  the 
voices  of  gay  people,  with  no 
editorial  narration,  could  our 
choices  be  respected.  Frankly,  at 
that  point  I  became  frightened 
that  from  its  tired,  clinical  title 
would  emerge  a  tired,  old,  inac¬ 
curate,  and  incomplete  image  of 
us.  I  was  not  proven  wrong. 

The  show  began  with  some  dis¬ 
claimers,  which  sounded  as  if 
they’d  been  written  by  a  gay  rights 
group  that  had  previewed  the  one 
hour  program  and  thought  it  ap¬ 
propriate  to  clean  it  up  a  bit. 

To  paraphrase:  “The  following 
reflects  the  lives  of  certain  lesbians 
and  gay  men  as  told  by  them.  But 
take  heed  because  the  world  of 
homosexuals  is  as  diverse  as  that 
of  heterosexuals.  We  make  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  consider  the  origins  of 
homosexuality.  Parental  discre¬ 
tion  is  advised.” 

It  was  also  interesting  to  note 
that  all  the  commercial  time  on 
the  program  was  devoted  to  Pub¬ 
lic  Service  Announcements,  for 
Unicef,  The  Year  ofithe  Child  (!) 
etc.  Either  ABC  couldn’t  find  a 
sponsor  for  a  program  about  gays 
or  didn’t  try. 

What  followed  was  a  succession 
of  remarks  by  some  of  the  women 
and  men  who  participated  in  the 
project  articulating  their  fears  and 
apprehensions  about  coming  out 
on  camera. 

Immediately  the  scene  shifts.  It 
is  Mardi  Gras  time  in  New  Or¬ 


leans.  An  inordinate  amount  of 
attention  is  given  to  outrageous 
costumes  and  festivities.  Sup- 
posely,  Mardi  Gras  and  open  gay 
expression  are  synonomous.  This 
is  explained  to  us  by  various  gay 
men.  The  segment  culminates  with 
an  interview  with  artist  Michael 
Murphy,  who  talks  about  his 
alienating  childhood  in  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  his  suicide  at¬ 
tempt  (“that’s  all  in  the  past”) 
and  his  work,  which  emphasizes 
solitude  and  loneliness. 

Murphy’s  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  interviews  included  in  the  initial 
segment  of  the  program.  This  part 
is  labeled  “Oppression.”  It  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  “Escape”,  about  how 
we  all  leave  our  small  town  lives 
and  head  for  the  big,  anonymous 
city.  Then  comes  “Relation¬ 
ships”;  interestingly  enough,  in 
this  segment  lesbians  predomi¬ 
nate.  Finally,  there  is  “Expres¬ 
sion”,  where  the  high  of  a  scene 
with  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Free¬ 
dom  Day  Marching  Band  is  juxta¬ 
posed  with  a  bizarre  and  exagger¬ 
ated  visual  focus  upon  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  toys  and  objects  belonging 
to  John  Nobel,  museum  curator. 

The  cameraman,  John  Guy,  is 
responsible  for  most  of  the  hor¬ 
rors  contained  within  this  pro¬ 
gram.  I  watched  “Homosexuals” 
with  a  small  group  of  lesbian 
friends.  We  all  discussed  our  im¬ 
pressions,  and  one  woman  re¬ 
marked  that  no  matter  what  the 
gay  participants  said,  it  would  be 
the  visual  imagery  that  would 
have  staying  power  with  the 
straight  audience.  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  might  have  listened  to  this 
program,  but  straight  people 
watched  it.  What  they  saw  was 
some  of  the  worst,  most  confusing 
and  biased  photography  ever  to 
have  danced  across  their  living 
room  screens.  Guy  at  his  best  was 
ridiculous  (a  dizzying  panorama 
of  the  Fire  Island  beach,  uncon¬ 
nected  to  anything  in  the  show) 
and  at  his  worst  was  damaging 
(the  prolonged,  close  up  shots  of 
Noble’s  museum  possessions 
which  emphasized  the  macabre, 
and  generally  confused  everyone, 
until  moments  later  when  it  was 
revealed  that  Noble  was  a  cur¬ 
ator). 

There  was  an  abortive  attempt 
to  reflect  some  of  our  diversity. 
Featured  were  Jackie  Garcia,  a 
hispanic  counselor  for  Project 
Return,  and  a  black  man  who 
broke  down  and  cried  during  his 
therapy  group.  They  were  the  only 
gay  men  of  color  shown.  Gwen¬ 
dolyn  Rogers,  a  black  lesbian,  was 
the  female  representative  for  third 
world  gays.  Some  older  gay  men 


and  lesbians  spoke  out  (unfor¬ 
tunately,  not  about  being  older), 
and  were  interesting  to  hear. 
There  were  no  younger  gays  on 
the  show.  The  attempt  at  diversity 
fell  woefully  short  of  dispelling 
straight  stereotypes  of  us.  Basical¬ 
ly,  I  got  the  impression  that  the 
producer  has  an  image  of  who  gay 
people  were  and  set  out  to  fulfill 
her  expectations.  And  so,  despite 
the  disclaimer  at  the  show’s  begin¬ 
ning,  middle  America  still  thinks 
we  are  all  artists,  classical 
musicians,  museum  curators  and 
psychotherapists.  I  would  have 
liked  to  see  more  teachers,  truck 
drivers  (male  and  female),  moth¬ 
ers,  fathers,  nurses,  and  engi¬ 
neers,  in  addition  to  those  who 
were  shown.  The  gay  movement 
has  got  to  impress  upon  the  media 
the  need  to  strike  an  important 
balance  between  showing  only 
stereotypes,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
else,  and  hiding  stereotypes,  by 
emphasizing  the  professional,  re¬ 
spectable  gay.  An  accurate  por¬ 
trayal  of  us,  including  the  flam¬ 
boyant  and  the  subdued,  without 
judgments,  is  an  ideal  yet  to  be 
achieved  by  the  straight  media. 
We  should  never  stop  pushing 
them  to  live  up  to  this  respon¬ 
sibility. 

Admittedly,  I  viewed  “Homo¬ 
sexuals”  with  the  question  “Will 
this  play  in  Peoria?”  in  the  back 
of  my  mind.  “Is  it  good  for  the 
gays?”'  I  tried  hard  not  to  let  the 
portrayal  of  flashier  or  seamier 
sides  of  our  culture  make  me 
angry  at  the  program.  I  tried  not 
to  become  uncomfortable  when  a 
lesbian  or  gay  participant  was  in¬ 
articulate  or  said  the  “wrong 
thing”  (like,  gay  people  are  crea¬ 
tive  because  “isolation  fosters 
creativity”).  Can  we  blame  the 
producer  for  recording  the  views 
of  gay  people  with  whom  we  dis¬ 
agree?  I  think,  however,  that  that 
analysis  gets  ABC  off  the  hook 
too  easily.  There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  choice  in  deciding  who 
you  will  show  off  to  America  and 
how  their  remarks  will  be  categor¬ 
ized  or  edited.  Balance  is  the  name 
of  the  game. 

At  press  time,  negative  re¬ 
sponses  to  this  program  were  be¬ 
ing  received  by  the  office  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  at  the 
rate  of  ten  to  one. 

If  you  have  straight  friends  or 
relatives  who  would  like  to  know 
more  about  gay  culture  and  life¬ 
style,  take  them  to  the  next  show¬ 
ing  of  the  film,  Word  is  Out. 
Maybe  we  can  organize  a  screen¬ 
ing  of  that  accurate  and  balanced 
documentary  in  an  auditorium  at 
ABC. 


MASSAGE  OILS:  SHAMPOO 

peppermint,  anise,  honeydew,  coconut, 

tangerine,  lemon  amaretto,  papaya 

HAIR  OILS:  jojoba,  rosemary 
SOAPS,  SEA  SPONGES,  AND  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE. 
Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  for  free  mail  order  brochure. 

78  Dartmouth  St.  (near  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York 

"Hollywood  Cowboy" 

and  „ 

"Raoul's  Cowboy"  X 


Boston's  Best  At/  Mate  Show! 


'Lust  In  the  Afternoon” 
and 

"Tea  for  Two" 


"x 


Gays  Research  Gays 


By  John  Mehring 
In  Evelyn  Hooker’s  foreword  to 
Betty  Berzon’s  and  Robert  Leigh¬ 
ton’s  recently  published  book, 
Positively  Gay,  the  noted  Los 
Angeles  psychologist  recounts  the 
enormous  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  and  for  the  gay 
community  since  the  close  of 
World  War  II  (and,  parentheti¬ 
cally,  the  beginning  of  her  own 
involvement  in  the  study  of  homo¬ 
sexuality).  Illustrating  the  “free¬ 
dom  with  which  people  can  now 
be  openly  gay,  to  hold  positions  of 
great  responsibility,”  one  of 
Hooker’s  “proudest  nonachieve¬ 
ments”  was  her  own  strictly  side¬ 
line  role  in  the  1973  American 
Psychiatric  Association’s  (APA) 
“sickness”  debate.  Lesbians  and 


gay  men,  according  to  Hooker, 
“initiated  the  whole  action,  went 
to  the  APA,  got  a  task  force 
started,  and  got  the  APA  in¬ 
volved.”  As  a  demonstration  of 
the  movement’s  success,  gay 
_  people  “didn’t  have  to  depend  on 
straight  people  to  do  the  re¬ 
search.”  In  fact,  concedes 
Hooker,  “a  lot  of  the  best 
research  on  human  sexuality 
today  is  being  done  by  people  who 
are  openly  gay.” 

One  such  group  of  people  came 
together  in  1975  to  establish  at 
San  Francisco  State  University  the 
Center  for  Homosexual  Educa¬ 
tion,  Evaluation,  and  Research 
(CHEER).  The  purpose  of  the 
center  is  to  study  social  sex-roles 
(femininity  and  masculinity)  and 


sexual  orientation.  Located  in  the 
university’s  Psychology  Building, 
the  research  institute  is  headed  by 
Dr.  John  De  Cecco,  a  gay  man 
who  is  a  tenured  professor  in  the 
department.  CHEER  is  an  “auxi¬ 
liary  unit”  of  the  university  and 
De  Cecco,  as  director,  reports  to 
the  Dean  of  the  Social  and  Be¬ 
havioral  Sciences  who,  in  turn, 
reports  to  the  dean  of  the  graduate 
school.  De  Cecco  finds  the  uni¬ 
versity  “supportive  in  protecting 
our  academic  integrity.”  This  has 
been  especially  true  when  efforts 
have  been  made  “to  influence 
research  findings  and  involve  the 
center  politically.”  As  De  Cecco 
relates,  the  university’s  justifica¬ 
tion  for  the  existence  of  the  insti- 

Continued  on  Page  12 
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Notes  on  Notes  on  Notes 

* 


HOMOSEXUALITIES 
AND  FRENCH  LITERATURE 

Edited  by  George  Stambolian  and  Elaine  Marks 
Cornell  University  Press 
385  pp.,  $18.50 

Reviewed  by  Mike  Riegle 


There  is  also  a  terrorist  dimension  in  writing  ...  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  reader  in  order  to  take  power  over  him 
or  her.  For  psychological  reasons.  One  needs  that  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  something,  one  needs  power.  ...  It  seeks  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  power  it  doesn’t  admit.  I  think  it’s  an  erotic  rela¬ 
tionship  in  the  sense  of  dominant/dominated. 

Christiane  Rochefort,  in  ‘The  privilege  of  consciousness’ 
(in  Homosexualities  and  French  Literature) 

Ten  years  ago  this  book  would  have  been  titled  Homo¬ 
sexuality  and  French  Literature.”  So  the  editors  of 
Homosexualities  and  French  Literature  express  the 
spirit  of  this  collection  of  original  essays  that  explore  the 
question:  Is  there  a  “homosexual  (aesthetic)  sensibility?” 
Are  all  those  queers  really  so  “creative”? 

This  question  is  immediately  complicated  by  one  of  the 
main  themes  of  these  essays,  which  is  that  the  category 
“homosexual”  (and  especially  in  its  simple-minded  opposi¬ 
tion  to  “heterosexual”)  may  be  lumping  together  sexual¬ 
ities  that  are  actually  quite  different  from  one  another. 
(Gide,  for  example,  may  have  had  more  in  common,  as  far 
as  the  relation  of  sexuality  to  the  rest  of  his  life  is  con¬ 
cerned,  with  Balzac  than  with  Gordon  Merrick.)  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  the  20-odd  essayists  included  in  this  volume  examine 
only  “literature”  in  their  exploration  of  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  sexuality  and  language. 

One  of  the  things  that  these  writers  agree  on  is  that 
certain  (not-so-old)  stereotypes  (e.g.  ‘homosexual’/'hetero- 
sexual’)  no  longer  capture  the  diversity  of  human  sexuali¬ 
ties.  Some  concentrate  their  attention  on  breaking  down 
the  old  stereotypes,  while  others  (mainly  women)  try  to 
construct  new  viewpoints,  often  in  the  form  of  a  new  lan¬ 


guage.  The  writers’  backgrounds  are  diverse  (historians, 
psychoanalysts,  authors,  critics),  though  one  limitation  of 
the  book  is  that  all  are  intellectuals,  mainly  interested  in  the 
power  of  words  and  their  interaction  with  emotion  and 
action.  'And  “serious”  words  at  that:  Literature.  No  real 
attempt  is  made  in  this  collection  to  relate  ‘literary’ 
language  to  more  everyday  language  in  the  mass  media 
which  relates  to  sexuality,  or  to  the  language  in  (verbal) 
“pornography”  and  “erotica”.  Ignoring  this  language 
implies  that  there  is  no  interesting  relationship  between 
“literary”  language  and  “pornographic”  or  mass  media 
language.  This  is  surely  short-sighted. 

And  let  the  reader  be  warned:  taking  words  as  serious¬ 
ly  as  some  of  these  essayists  (and  the  authors  they  discuss) 
do  puts  one  in  the  position  of  simply  substituting  a  new  set 
of  stereotypes  for  the  old. 

Inspite  of  this,  Homosexualities  and  French  Literature 
is  fascinating.  The  problem  of  a  special  gay/lesbian  “sensi¬ 
bility”  (style?  content?  logic?)  is  a  many-headed  beast.  If 
this  sensibility  can  be  said  to  exist,  how  does  it  develop?  To 
what  extent  is  it  built  into  our  physiological  plumbing  and 
to  what  extent  a  cultural  product  of  the  particular  historical 
conditions  in  which  the  writers  (and  readers!)  live?  (These 
writers,  unfortunately  implicitly  more  than  explicitly,  make 
an  interesting  case  for  modern  France  as  a  culture  with  an 
unusually  rich  homosexual  —  mostly  male,  but  not  ex¬ 
clusively  —  literature.  But  they  never  really  ask,  “Why 
France  so  much  more  than  America  or  England  or  Italy?”) 
And  does  this  “sensibility”  apply  only  to  writing  or  to  ar¬ 
tistic  work  of  all  sorts?  Has  the  recent  activity  of  feminists 
and  gay  activists  influenced  how  people  write  (and  read)? 
What  are  the  effects  of  the  dominant  sexual  ideology/ 
imagery  on  writers? 

While  it’s  unfortunate  that  none  of  these  questions  are 
dealt  with  at  any  length,  at  least  most  of  the  essayists  don’t 
pretend  to  have  the  last  word  on  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  sex¬ 
uality,  nor  to  understand  sexuality’s  relations  with  thought 
and  language.  So  what  follows  are  mostly  just  notes  (mine) 
on  notes  made  by  the  essayists,  mostly  on  the  “notes” 
(poems,  novels,  etc.)  of  French  authors  who  have  written 
about  sexualities,  in  general,  and  homosexualities,  in  par¬ 
ticular.  (The  emphasis  in  my  notes  will  be  more  on  what 


they  have  to  say  about  sexuality  than  what  they  say  about 
French  literature.) 

What  follows  falls  more  or  less  naturally  under  three 
basic  questions.  What  is  sexuality  all  about  (anyway)? 
How  does  it  relate  to  our  other  (nonsexual?)  behavior,  in 
particular  writing?  And  what  have  the  sexual  politics  of 
writing  been?  (Shades  of  Michel  Foucault’s  attempt  to 
demonstrate  the  important  interconnections  between  sex 
and  language/knowledge  and  power  in  History  of  Sexual¬ 
ity.  See  GCN Book  Review,  Vol.  6,  No.  33.)  - 

Sexualities/Homosexualities 

First  then,  sexuality.  Is  it  really  all  its  made  out  to  be? 
Is  it  the  core  of  our  “humanity”?  This  depends,  of  course, 
on  what  you  count  as  “sexual”.  Felix  Guattari,  in  one  of 
the  best  essays  in  this  collection,  “A  Liberation  of  Desire”, 
is  provocative  regarding  the  alleged  importance  of  ‘sexual¬ 
ity’  (as  narrowly  defined)  for  “liberation”: 

All  forms  of  sexual  activity  are  minority  forms  and  are  not 
reducible  to  homosexual-heterosexual  oppositions.  The  pro¬ 
blem  isn’t  sexual  liberation  but  a  liberation  of  desire.  Once  de¬ 
sire  is  made  specific  as  sexuality  it  enters  into  forms  of  parti¬ 
cularized  power,  into  hierarchies  of  styles  and  sexual  classes. 
The  sexual  liberation,  for  example,  of  homosexuals  or  of 
sado-masochists,  belongs  to  a  whole  series  of  liberation  pro¬ 
blems  among  which  there  is  obviously  some  solidarity  and 
need  to  cooperate.  But  that’s  not  a  liberation  of  desire  as  such, 
since  in  each  of  these  groups  and  movements  you  find  a  num¬ 
ber  of  repressive  elements. 

And  in  another  piece,  on  “Cocteau’s  Sexual  Equa¬ 
tion”,  Rene  Galand  notes  that  “Freud  considered  the 
sexual  drive  to  be  the  inner  fatality  by  which  his  patients 
were  governed.  This,  according  to  Cocteau,  was  his 
mistake.  He  failed  to  see  that  sexuality  is  only  a  tool  of  a 
higher  power  which  it  masks.”  (Or  reveals?)  “If  Freudian 
psychology,”  says  Galand,  “cannot  account  for  the  stripes 
of  a  bee  or  of  a  tiger,  it  can  hardly  claim  to  plumb  the 
mysteries  of  human  behavior.” 

In  Paul  Schmidt’s  “Visions  of  Violence:  Rimbaud  and 
Verlaine”,  we  find  their  (homosexual)  relationship  to  be 
one  of  a  number  of  “disorderings  of  the  senses”  by  which 
they  wanted  to  free  themselves  of  everyday  conventional 
(rigid,  habitual,  etc.)  perceptions.  Homosexuality  is  a  radi¬ 
cal  “disordering”  for  all  of  us,  in  fact,  because  it  makes  us 
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Dictionary  Definitions 


THE  LESBIAN  PEOPLES: 
MATERIAL  FOR  A  DICTIONARY  ^ 

By  Monique  Wittig  and  Sande  Zeig 
Avon  Books 
170  pp.,  $5.95 


Reviewed  by  Paula  Bennett 


A  dictionary,  according  to  my  dictionary  (The  Shorter 
O.E.D.),  is  a  “book  dealing  with  words  of  a  lan¬ 
guage,  so  as  to  set  forth  their  orthography,  pronun¬ 
ciation,  signification,  and  use;  their  synonyms,  derivation, 
and  history  or  at  least  some  of  these.” 

In  fact,  however,  a  dictionary  is  not  a  book  at  all.  It  is  a 
map,  a  map  to  any  given  culture,  described  through  the 
language,  the  words,  that  culture  employs. 

Words  are  signs.  As  signs,  they  encode  reality.  They  do 
not  substitute  for  reality;  words  are  not  things.  They  merely 
articulate  aspects  of  it,  flag  them,  as  it  were.  Reality,  if  you 
think  about  it,  is  nothing  more  than  an  amorphous,  un¬ 
intelligible  mass  of  sensations  and  perceptions.  In  itself  it  is 
meaningless.  But  because  we  have  language,  we  are  able  to 
pick  out  from  this  unintelligible  mass  the  ideas,  percep¬ 
tions,  entities,  “things,”  we  wish  to  recognize  and  deal 
with.  We  give  them  names  and,  by  naming,  make  them  part 
of  our  culture  and  our  lives. 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  one  of  the  linguists’  favorite  exam¬ 
ples,  Eskimos  have  many  more  words  for  snow  than  we  do. 
For  the  Eskimos,  discriminations  between  various  kinds  or 
conditions  of  snow:  snow  falling,  snow  on  the  ground, 
snow  iced  over,  etc.,  are  a  vital  part  of  reality,  even  a 
matter  of  life  and  death.  They  know  snow,  therefore,  in 
ways  we  do  not.  Their  language  reflects  their  knowledge. 
Their  knowledge  is  their  reality,-  their  reality,  their  culture. 
A  dictionary  devoted  to  Eskimo  language  would  merely 
map  this  reality  out.  What  would  be  excluded  from  such  a 
dictionary  (words,  say,  for  water-skiing  or  sunstroke) 
would  be  as  important  as  what  was  included.  A  culture  is 
the  sum  total  of  what  we  choose  to  recognize  and  what  we 
select  (deliberately  or  in  ignorance)  to  ignore.  To  under¬ 


stand  any  given  culture,  we  must  take  both  its  omissions 
and  its  commissions  into  account. 

Monique  Wittig,  author  to  date  of  three  linguistically 
experimental  novels  of  extraordinary  brilliance,  cannot  be 
faulted  on  her  understanding  of  what  a  dictionary  really  is. 
Her  latest  work,  Lesbian  Peoples:  Material  for  a  Dic¬ 
tionary,  co-authored  with  her  companion  lover,  Sande 
Zeig,  makes  no  attempt  at  being  a  dictionary-definition  lex¬ 
icon,  or  at  being  “complete.”  Like  the  culture  it  describes, 
“The  dictionary  is  .  .  .  only  a  rough  draft.”  “The  arrange¬ 
ment  [that  is,  the  authors’  selection  of  words]  could  be 
called  lacunary.”  ,/ 

“Lacunary,”  what  an  apt  word!  As  Wittig-Zeig  note 
again  and  again,  the  culture  of  lesbian  peoples  from  the 
amazons  to  our  own  day  is  riddled  with  gaps,  or  lacunae, 
and  with  distortions.  It  is  the  history  of  strange  eruptions 
and  frustrating  dead-ends.  The  authors’  task,  as  they  con¬ 
ceive  it,  is  to  fill  in  the  gaps,  rectify  the  distortions  and  ease 
the  pain  we  feel  at  so  much  loss.  Their  hope  is  to  clarify 
(and,  I  believe,  to  celebrate)  our  history  from  the  Iron  Age 
to  the  Glorious  Age,  by  which  they  mean,  how,  and  to  give 
us  a  map  or  plan  for  the  future  to  come.  What  they  put  into 
the  dictionary  and  what  they  leave  out  is,  therefore,  equally 
important,  “acting  on  reality,”  as  they  remark,  in  equally 
significant  ways. 

All  of  which  may  sound  very  heavy,  but  in  the  hands  of 
Wittig-Zeig,  it  is  not. Lesbian  Peoples  is  a  surprisingly 
delightful,  frequently  outrageous,  and  often  very  witty 
book.  It  recalls  for  us  ancient  companion  lovers  (Demeter 
and  Persephone,  Circe  and  Medea,  Christina  and  Ebba 
Sparre,  Joan  of  Arc  and  Haiviette)  and  ancient  amazon 
tribes  (the  Carians,  the  Danaides,  the  Thermodontines).  It 
describes  our  pets  (bed  animals  and  others),  our  countries, 
our  customs,  our  bodies,  our  selves.  It  pontains  myths, 
fables,  stories,  poems,  jokes,  puns,  prophecies,  some  excel¬ 
lent  translations  of  Sappho,  and  bits  of  history  and  psuedo- 
history  from  here  and  there.  (The  co-authors’  debt  to  Helen 
Diner’s  Mothers  and  Amazons  is  strikingly  apparent  every¬ 
where.) 

Where  no  good  words  exist  for  the  things  that  matter 
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HEAVENLY  BREAKFAST 

By  Samuel  Delany 
Bantam  Books,  New  York 
127  pp.,  $1.95 

TALES  OF  NEVERYON 

By  Samuel  Delaney 
Bantam  Books,  New  York 
264  pp.,  $2.25 


_ Reviewed  by  Dan  Daniel _ 

Delany’s  newest  literary  offerings  give  the  reader  two 
very  different  matters  for  consideration.  Heavenly 
Breakfast  is  an  autobiographical  work.  Tales  of 
Neveryon  represents  a  significant  break  from  Delany’s 
other  science  fiction  works  in  that  its  substance  has  a  primi¬ 
tive,  almost  historic  quality  as  opposed  to  the  other¬ 
worldly,  “futuristic”  visions  presented  in  previous  works. 

Heavenly  Breakfast  is  an  essay  which  bares  some  of 
the  roots  of  Delany’s  fiction.  It  consists  of  recollections, 
musings,  and  snatches  of  journals  in  which  the  author  re¬ 
flects  on  his  life  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1967-68.  Appro¬ 
priately  enough,  it  opens  with  a  quotation  from  Heideg¬ 
ger’s  Being  and  Time:  “We  are  ourselves  the  entities  to  be 
analyzed.”  The  author  dedicates  the  book  “.  .  .  to  anyone 
who  ever/  did  anything/  no  matter  how  sane  or  crazy/ 
whether  it  worked  or  not/  to  give  themselves/  a  better 
life.” 

The  concept  of  humanity  analyzed  with  an  eye  to 
creating  a  better  collective  life  is  Delany’s  passion.  Heaven¬ 
ly  Breakfast  is  his  attempt  at  isolating  a  small  segment  of 
humanity,  which  includes  himself,  and  examining  the  way 
in  which  the  people  involved  relate  to  each  other  and  to  the 
larger  world. 

The  Heavenly  Breakfast  is  the  (fictional)  name  of  a 
commune  in  New  York’s  East  Village  where  Delany  lived 
for  several  months.  It  is  also  the  (fictional)  name  of  a  rock 
band  in  which  Delany  played.  The  band’s  need  for  time 
spent  as  a  group  was  the  genesis  of  the  commune.  It  is  as  a 
result  of  this  living  situation  that  Delany  feels  “the 


standard  bohemian/liberal  education  teaches  you  quickly 
not  to  take  offense  at  someone  else’s  desire.  If  it  pleases 
you,  you  move  toward  it;  if  not,  you  sidestep  politely  as 
your  individual  temperament  allows.  ...  I  learned  to  move 
within  the  circle  of  other  people’s  desire,  and  be  at  ease  as  I 
generated  my  own.  And  I  would  strike  one  of  my  senses 
before  I  would  part  with  that  knowledge.” 

Homosexuality,  dual  sexuality,  and  androgyny  are 
strong,  positive  elements  in  all  of  Delany’s  fiction,  and  no 
less  so  in  Tales  of  Neveryon.  Heavenly  Breakfast  reveals 
some  of  the  author’s  experiences  which  readers  of  his  fic¬ 
tion  will  recognize.  However,  Tales  of  Neveryon  remains 
elusive,  for  in  Heavenly  Breakfast  we  see  no  experiences 
which  relate  to  any  of  the  events  depicted  in  Tales.  Only  the 
homosexuality  of  Gorgik,  the  great  bear  of  a  man  who 
plays  one  of  the  key  roles  in  Tales,  remains  consonant  with 
what  one  may  learn  about  Delany  from  the  essay. 

Tales  of  Neveryon  is  a  high-consciousness  social  cri¬ 
tique  and  fairy  tale.  It  is  about  power  and  those  who  hold 
it.  It  is  also  a  sensitive  portrayal  of  those  who  are  without 
power.  The  action  moves  against  a  background  as  stark  as 
hopelessness  and  as  lavish  as  a  fine  brocade;  yet,  even  in  its 
extremes,  all  is  primitive. 

In  Kolhari  port  where  Gorgik  grew,  he  learned. 
Adolescence  spent  roaming  its  boisterous  backstreets,  its 
bustling  avenues,  with  its  constant  parade  of  strangers, 
taught  Gorgik  the  double  lesson  that  is,  finally,  all  civil¬ 
ization  can  know: 

The  breadth  of  the  world  is  vasty  and  wide,  never¬ 
theless  movement  from  place  to  place  in  it  is  possible;  the 
ways  of  humanity  are  various  and  complex,  but  never¬ 
theless  negotiable. 

In  Kolhari  port,  after  having  been  made  a  slave  in  the 
mines  of  Neveryon  and  later  rescued  by  the  Vizerine, 
Myrgot,  Gorgik  met  Norema. 

Norema,  made  wise  at  the  knee  of  the  old  woman 
Venn,  fled  her  home  in  the  Ulvayn  islands  after  seeing  the 
men  of  her  village  burn  the  strange  red  ship  which  had 
come  to  their  harbor.  Later  she  learned  that  the  ship  had  a 
crew  of  women,  carrying  one  man  as  a  talisman,  as  is 
customary  in  the  land  from  which  they  came.  The  men  of 
the  Ulvayn  thought  the  ship  evil,  and  therefore  destroyed  it. 

Many  years  transpire  before  Gorgik,  in  the  company 
of  his  lover,  Small  Sarg,  a  barbarian  prince  whom  Gorgik 


rescued  out  of  slavery,  finds  himself  aboard  a  ship  with 
Norema,  bound  for  the  south  and  the  ominous  Vygernangx 
Monastery.  On  board,  all  three  come  into  contact  with 
Raven,  the  masked  woman  warrior  from  the  mysterious 
Western  Crevasse,  where  women  are  noted  as  superior 
warriors,  workers,  and  weavers  of  tales.  Raven  is  implored 
to  tell  a  story  on  the  ship,  to  pass  some  of  the  long  hours  at 
sea,  and  she  tells  the  story  of  the  Creation. 

God,  in  her  diversity  of  interests,  had  placed  on  earth 
the  first  two  creatures  in  her  own  likeness,  and  these  were 
Eif’h  and  Jevim,  who  were  instructed  by  god  to  praise  “the 
difference  and  diversity  of  god  by  which  the  act  [of 
creation]  is  manifest.”  Eif’h  went  overboard  in  her  praise 
and  god  saw  fit  to  punish  her  for  her  impiety,  beating  her 
“across  the  loins;  and  across  the  breasts;  and  across  the 
face”  with  the  trunks  of  two  trees  which  god  had  pulled 
from  the  ground. 

Then  god  said  to  Eif’h:  “Eif’h,  I  have  beaten  you  until 
you  are  no  longer  a  woman.  For  you  can  no  longer  bear, 
nor  any  longer  suckle.  You  have  praised  neither  me  nor  the 
act  well.”  EiPh,  her  spirit  and  her  body  broken,  “bowed 
her  hairy  face  and  covered  her  poor,  ropey  genitals,  and 
was  called  no  longer  woman,  but  ’man,  which  means 
broken  woman.  And  she  was  called  no  longer  she,  but  ’he, 
as  a  mark  of  her  pretention,  ignorance,  and  shame.” 

Delany’s  portrayals  of  people  he  perceives  as 
oppressed  —  gay  people,  women,  poor  people  —  are  strong 
and  positive.  He  is  empathetic  with  the  plight  of  these 
people,  and  his  empathy  shines  in  the  way  in  which  he 
draws  his  characters.  More  often  than  not,  they  are  por¬ 
trayed  as  victims  of  rampant  ignorance  and  scrambling  for 
power  by  those  who  would  keep  others  down  in  the  muck 
of  life. 

Samuel  Delany  is  a  powerful  writer,  a  student  of  words 
and  of  philosophy,  a  master  of  his  craft.  In  his  foray  into 
fantasy,  he  surpasses  others  whose  skill  in  the  genre  has 
been  long  acknowledged.  There  are  times  when  the  action  is 
slow,  sometimes  even  plodding,  but  it  reflects,  in  a  fashion, 
the  pace  of  life  itself,  which  is  never  constant.  Although 
Tales  of  Neveryon  is  fantasy,  it  consists  of  finely  drawn, 
credible  and  creditable  parallels  between  the  worlds  it 
depicts  and  our  own. 


Lesbianism 

is  the  Practice 

TAKE  ME  LIKE  A  PHOTOGRAPH 


By  Chocolate  Waters 
Eggplant  Press 
P.O.  Box  18641 
Denver,  CO  80218 
48  pp.,  $4.00 


Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

Chocolate  Waters  tries  to  cover  a  lot  of  bases  with  her 
second  book  of  poetry,  Take  Me  Like  A  Photo 
graph j  most  of  the  time,  she  is  successful.  A  very 
prolific  poet,  her  work  has  appeared  in  many  small  press 
magazines.  One  of  the  first  examples  of  her  work  that  I 
found  was  the  poem: 

THIS  IS  IMPORTANT  REALLY 
A  poem  should  never  be  longer  than  two  lines. 

That  was  the  first  and  this  is  the  second. 

Waters  takes  delight  in  this  pull-the-rug-out-from- 
under-them  type  of  humor;  it  crops  up  in  many  of  her 
shorter  poems.  A  friend  of  mine,  upon  glancing  through 
this  book,  commented  that  Waters  says  things  that  no  one 
else  has  said  before.  I  wouldn’t  completely  agree  with  that 
statement;  rather,  Waters  has  a  unique  style.  She  takes 
brave  stands  with  autobiography,  particularly  in  a  piece  on 
Elvis  Presley: 

...  In  the  fifth  grade  I  slicked  back  my  hair 
practiced  Presley’s  grin  ,,  L  . 

lifting  up  my  upper  lip/thinking  to  myself  that  I  was  him. 

Further  on,  she  identifies  the  actual  source  of  her 
admiration/envy: 

...  I  think  it  was 

all  those  lovely  women/always  at  his  fingertips.  .  .  . 

Which  explains  why  Waters  wanted  to  oe  Presley.  No 
doubt,  this  admission  of  Waters  will  have  an  infuriating 
effect  on  some  lesbians.  But  it  is  essential  that  we  note  what 
Waters  is  telling  us  with  her  rare  and  vulnerable  move: 
some  lesbians  (dykes,  if  you  will)  are,  or  have  been,  very 
caught  up  in  the  fantasy  of  mimicking  (straight)  male 
superstars.  They  couldn’t  care  less  about  feminism  or  poli- 
tically-correct  ideals.  They  long  for  scores  of  women 
(groupies?  harems'!)  to  find  them  attractive.  Like  Presley. 
Travolta.  Redford. 

Another  of  Water’s  unique  factors  is  her  willingness  to 
write  hot  poems.  I  have  often  thought  that  gay  men  put  too 
much  emphasis  on  sex  while  lesbians  didn’t  put  enough. 
Waters  does  her  best  to  remedy  this  situation.  Read  the  very 
spunky,  straightforward  poem,  “Now  That’s  Love’  : 

I  think  I  could 
pick  out  your  crotch 
in  a  crowd 
(dressed) 

Other  hot  poems,  like  “She”,  are  more  idyllic  and  gently 
flowing: 

.  .  .  She  comes  to  me  at  night 
Her  tongue  glistening 
Her  body  tuned 
Like  a  fine  violin.  .  .  . 


Most  of  Water’s  hot  poems  are  a  relief  from  those  poets 
who  would  rather  wax  political  rhetoric  in  their  poems. 
However,  the  poem,  “I  Wanna,”  is  a  disappointing  one.  It 
sounds  like  a  swarm  of  insults  flying'from  street  corner 
boys. 

Waters  includes  a  couple  of  rape  poems  that  are 
nightmarish  in  their  intensity,  showing  how  easily  women 
can  become  powerless.  Elsewhere,  her  two  prose  pieces 
aren’t  as  polished  as  her  poems.  “A  Lesbian  Fable”  is  re¬ 
dundant  and  quickly  loses  its  comic  punch.  “Leaving”  is 


bitter,  self-pitying  and  violent  —  the  actions  and  emotions 
in  this  piece  happen  too  quickly;  it  may  have  worked  better 
as  a  short  story  rather  than  in  its  vignette  form. 

Waters  is  a  unique  autobiographical  poet.  Her  main 
strength  lies  in  detailing  the  lives  of  good  oF  backwoods 
dykes,  unhampered  by  feminist  or  separatist  theories. 
(Living  their  lives  as  dykes,  they  are  nevertheless  revolu¬ 
tionary  women.)  With  Chocolate  Water’s  help,  they  won’t 
be  a  dying  breed. 
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EYE  TO  EYE: 

PORTRAITS  OF  LESBIANS 

By  JEB 

Glad  Hag  Books 
P.O.  Box  2934 
Washington,  DC  20013 
$8.95 


Reviewed  by  Tia  Cross 


“Lesbian  reality  is  not  visible  in  the  mass  media.  We  cannot 
find  positive  images  of  ourselves  in  most  magazines,  on 
television  or  on  the  movie  screen.  Lesbians  have  battled 
false  and  heterosexual  images  with  personal  snapshots, 
giving  photograph  albums  a  place  of  honor  in  our 

homes. ...”  , 

—Judith  Schwarz 


JEB  (Joan  E.  Biren)  a  feminist  photographer  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  has  created  a  family  album  for  all 
of  us,  and  the  quality  of  her  photographs  gives  us  all  a 
place  of  honor  in  “the  world.”  We  will  be  seen  and  heard. 
JEB’s  book,  Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians,  the  first 
collection  of  its  kind,  is  a  very  fine  album. 

Most  photography  books  have  black,  white  or  grey 
covers.  Eye  to  Eye  is  bright  scarlet,  with  a  dramatic  photo¬ 
graph  of  two  older  lesbians  looking  deeply  into  each  other’s 
eyes'_  touching,  close,  intense.  JEB  makes  a  direct  state¬ 
ment  here.  It  cannot  be  misread  or  overlooked.  These 
women  are  real.  These  women  are  lesbians.  Lesbians  are 
portrayed  in  the  book  working,  playing,  celebrating  and 
having  hard  times,  just  like  heterosexual  people.  But  our 
lives  are  difficult  and  more  complex.  We  deal  with  not  only 
sexism,  classism  and  racism,  but  heterosexism:  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  us  all  as  woman-loving  women. 

JEB  has  captured  moments  of  our  lives  and  various 
aspects  of  our  unique  reality  as  lesbians  in  some  forty  of  her 
black  and  white  photographs,  taken  during  the  last  eight 
years.  The  images  illustrate  the  incredible  diversity  of  our 
lives:  three  Native  American  women  sitting  together  after 
completing  The  Longest  Walk,  an  elderly  black  woman 
proudly  holding  her  crown  and  banner  from  the  women’s 
club  she  had  belonged  to  for  years,  two  white  women 
hauling  an  engine  out  of  their  car,  a  woman  shooting  pool 
whom  you  know  has  red  hair  even  though  the  photograph 
is  black  and  white. 

The  images  are  laid  out,  usually  one  photograph  on  a 
page,  accompanied  by  an  appropriate  quote  set  on  the 
facing  page.  Sometimes  the  quote  is  a  statement  by  the 
woman  pictured,  sometimes  it  is  taken  from  a  favorite  text. 
It’s  unclear  who  chose  the  quotations,  JEB  or  the  women  in 
the  pictures.  It’s  also  unclear  —  and  I  found  it  disturbing  — 
that  several  of  the  images  have  no  companion  writing.  We 
don’t  know  why  the  pages  are  blank  —  surely  each  woman 
has  something  to  say  or  a  quote  to  go  with  her  image. 

JEB  does,  however,  succeed  in  combining  printed  texts 
with  most  of  the  images  (which  is  not  so  easy  to  do!)  which 
present  us  with  more  dimensions  of  these  women’s  lives  and 
add  a  richness  and  depth  to  the  photographs.  And  Eye  to 
Eye  gives  us  both  inspiration  and  information.  When  we 
wonder  what  is  happening  in  a  picture  —  who  is  this 
woman?  What  is  she  doing?  I’d  like  to  talk  with  her  .  .  .  we 
can  turn  to  the  section  called  “Notes  on  the  Quotes”  at  the 
back  of  the  book  and  find  out  how  to  make  some  of  these 
connections. 

Joan  Nestle’s  perceptive  foreword  and  Judith 
Schwarz’s  introduction  add  further  insight  and  food  for 
thought.  The  introduction  presents  a  brief  overview  of  the 
herstory  of  lesbian  photographers.  Since  so  much  of  our 
herstory  has  been  lost  or  hidden  or  destroyed,  Judith  de¬ 
scribes  some  of  the  women  who  had  the  courage,  pluck  and 
determination  to  step  out  of  the  prescribed  Victorian 
female  role,  not  only  as  lesbians  but  as  women  of  the 
world:  documenting,  “taking”  their  views  of  the  world  and 
presenting  them,  recording  women’s  work  and  lives  by 
learning  the  very  complicated  chemistries  necessary  to 
reproduce  reality  into  a  picture  using  light,  and  by  carting 
around  the  50  to  100  pounds  of  photographic  equipment 
needed  to  create  a  photograph. 

Today  we  women  photographers  have  a  better  time  of 
it:  cameras  and  equipment  are  cheaper  and  more  easily 
accessible;  we  can  wear  whatever  clothes  (pants  especially) 
we  need  to  wear  to  be  mobile  on  the  job;  we  have  a  growing 
women’s  movement  to  support,  nurture  and  inspire  us.  But 
lesbians  especially  have  an  enormous  task  before  us  of 
breaking  down  and  exposing  the  violence  perpetuated 
against  us  as  gays  and  as  women.  In  the  media,  on  bill¬ 
boards,  in  advertising.  We  live  in  a  very  visually  oriented 
culture.  And  everywhere  we  look  we  see  women  humiliated, 
objectified,  exploited  and  violated.  It  is  crucial  that  we  as 
women  visual  artists  and  as  lesbian  photographers  make 
ourselves  felt  graphically  with  real,  direct  and  positive 
images  of  women  to  replace  and  counteract  the  gross  misre¬ 
presentations  pushed  by  money-hungry  and  violently  sexist 
people.  JEB’s  book  of  portraits  of  lesbians  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  contribution  to  this  fight.  By  supporting  the  work  of 
feminist  and  lesbian  artists  we  can  join  them  in  taking  a 
stand. 

I  showed  Eye  to  Eye  to  a  friend  of  mine,  a  straight 
woman  photographer.  For  her,  the  portraits  expressed 
“emotions  that  are  clear  enough  that  I  can  see  what  I  have 
never  seen  before.”  She  felt  that  she  learned  a  great  deal 
about  the  experiences  of  lesbian  women  that  she  had  been 
unaware  of  before,  and  she  particularly  appreciated  the 


information  and  resources  found  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  book. 

The  photographs  are  varied:  some  are  fun,  some  are 
quite  moving.  Out  of  all  the  millions  of  moments  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  lesbians’  lives,  JEB  has  done  a  remarkable  job  of 
selecting  strong  and  poignant  images,  which  evoke  many 
kinds  of  reactions.  As  JEB  says  at  the  beginning  of  the 
book,  the  photographer  sees  with  a  selective  eye  as  we  try  to 
make  some  sense  of  the  chaos  of  life  around  us  and 


WALK  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  WORLD 

By  Suzy  McKee  Charnas 
Berkeley  Publishing  Corporation 
246  pp.,  $1.95 

MOTHERLINES 

By  Suzy  McKee  Charnas 
Berkeley  Publishing  Corporation 
246  pp.,  $1.95 


Reviewed  by  Melissa  S.  Green 


In  Walk  to  the  End  of  the  World  and  Motherlines,  Suzy 
McKee  Charnas  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  other 
authors,  again  proving  to  us  science  fiction’s  amazing 
capacity  for  speaking  out  on  current  social  and  political 
issues.  What’s  more,  she  does  it  in  a  way  which  is  neither 
preachy  nor  dogmatic. 

A  nuclear  holocaust,  the  Wasting,  has  ravaged  the 
world.  Only  some  are  saved  —  a  few  government  officials 
and  the  women  that  they,  rather  as  an  afterthought,  bring 
with  them  into  the  shelters  they  had  built  against  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  war. 

Years  pass.  At  last  the  descendents  of  the  survivors 
determine  that  it  is  safe  to  leave  the  Refuges  and  go  again 
into  the  world.  They  build  the  Holdfast,  the  one  city  on  a 
wasted  planet  inhabited  now  only  by  the  men  themselves 
and  their  women,  a  few  hardy  plants,  and  mutant  humans 
and  beasts,  which  the  men  destroy  as  they  find  them. 

The  men  recall  the  carnage  of  the  Wasting,  and  they 
feel  guilty.  In  the  characteristic  fashion  of  the  perpetrators 
of  a  crime,  they  take  the  guilt  from  themselves  and  place 
blame  on  their  victims.  The  Beasts,  who  killed  men  and  ate 
their  food.  The  Dirties,  whose  colored  skins  distinguished 
them  from  “real  men,”  who  are  white.  The  Freaks,  whose 
soft-mindedness  weakened  the  world  and  ultimately 
destroyed  it.  The  youths,  who  rebelled  against  their  fathers. 
And  most  of  all  the  women,  the  “ferns,”  who  greedily  and 


communicate  that  sense  to  others.  One  problem  with  Eye  to 
Eye:  the  overall  structure  of  the  layout  isn’t  clear  and  one 
tends  to  wander  through  it.  We  don’t  know  why  JEB 
sequenced  the  pictures  the  way  she  did.  Perhaps  if  she  had 
organized  the  book  so  that  we  moved  from  private  expres¬ 
sion  to  public  scenes,  or  from  individual  portraits  to  group 
portraits,  we  could  move  through  the  book  with  an  even 
deeper  understanding.  A  book’s  structure  conveys 

Continued  on  Page  6 


deviously  worked  to  undermine  the  power  of  the  Ancients 
with  witchery.  Of  these  “unmen,”  only  the  ferns  and 
youths  remain,  necessary  evils.  But  the  men  do  all  in  their 
power  to  lessen  these  evils. 

Out  of  their  distorted  hatreds  the  men  build  a  new 
culture  in  the  Holdfast.  They  segregate  themselves  from  the 
ferns,  whom  they  use  only  for  slaves  and  for  breeding 
machines.  They  segregate  adult  men  from  boys,  until  each 
boy  has  matured  properly.  They  build  up  a  new  set  of 
taboos.  It  is  a  perversion  for  a  man  to  have  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with  a  fern  outside  the  duty  of  the  Breeding  Rooms. 
It  is  a  perversion  for  a  man  to  cross  the  age-lines  in  a  love 
relationship  with  another  man  (or  boy).  It  is  even  a  perver¬ 
sion  for  a  man  to  know  his  son’s  name,  or  a  son  his 
father’s: 

In  all  the  Holdfast,  no  blood-ties  were  recognized.  All  men 
were  brothers  —  that  was  the  Law  of  Generations  —  though 
some  were  older  brothers  and  some  younger.  Thus,  men 
avoided  the  fated  enmity  of  fathers  and  sons,  who  once  known 
to  each  other  must  cross  each  other  even  to  the  point  of  mutual 
destruction.  The  sons  of  the  Ancients  had  risen  against  their 
fathers  and  brought  down  the  world;  even  God’s  own  Son,  in 
the  old  story,  had  earned  punishment  from  his  Father.  Old 
and  young  were  natural  enemies;  everyone  knew  that.  To 
know  your  father’s  identity  would  be  to  feel,  however  far  off, 
the  chill  wind  of  death. 

In  this  strange  culture  we  find  Alldera,  a  fern  who  has 
heard  the  myths  of  the  free  ferns,  ferns  who  have  escaped 
from  the  Holdfast  to  live  away  from  the  brutal  mastery  of 
men.  Alldera  travels  throughout  the  Holdfast  with  three 
men,  Captain  Kelmz,  d  Layo  the  DarkDreamer,  and  Eykar 
Bek,  in  a  strange  quest:  to  find  the  man  who  has  broken 
taboo  by  learning  the  name  of  his  son,  Bek.  But  Alldera, 
unknown  to  the  men,  has  her  own  motive  for  traveling  with 
them  —  to  escape  and  join  the  free  ferns,  to  enlist  their  aid 
in  liberating  the  rest  of  her  people.  Walk  to  the  End  of  the 
World  culminates  in  her  successful  escape  from  her  male 
traveling  companions. 

Alldera’ s  story  continues  in  Motherlines,  where  she 
and  an  unborn  child  are  saved  from  starvation  by  the 
Motherline  Tribes,  nomadic  women  on  horseback  who. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


World  of  Men, World  of  Women 


Page  5 


* 


ty  News  •  December 


Uncontrolled  Fantasy 


[THE  SECRET  WITCH 
;AND  THEY  MET 
[  THE  WHO-E  VER-IT  -WAS 

!  By  Linda  Johnson  Stem 
>  Illustrations  by  Valerie  Pinkerton  Thio 
1  Metis  Press 
\815  Wrightwood 
Chicago,  IL  60614 


Reviewed  by  Carrie  Dearborn 


•m  jB^ean  kids  are  a  fact  of  life  for  small  children.  Bullies 
|m/l  tease,  punch  stomachs,  squirt  water  all  over  new 
.  JL  ▼  JL  clothes,  and  generally  make  for  miserable  mom- 
.  ents  in  a  child’s  life.  In  The  Secret  Witch,  Jess  is  bullied  by 
a  boy  named  Chuck,  and  one  day  she  tells  him  that  if  she 
were  a  witch  she  would  turn  him  into  a  toad. 

As  it  happens,  her  friend  the  oak  tree  hears  the  wish 
■  and  magically  turns  Jess  into  a  witch,  with  expected  results. 
Jess’s  wishes  turn  bad,  and  she  must  repair  the  messes.  This 
could  be  an  amusing  story,  but  unfortunately,  The  Secret 
Witch  wobbles  uneasily  between  fantasy  and  non-sexist 
literature,  never  quite  becoming  either. 

I  am  totally  in  favor  of  fantasy  in  children’s  books. 
Witches,  ghosts*and  things  that  hide  under  the  bed  are  very 
real  for  many  children,  and  I  think  the  controlled  fantasy 
found  in  books  by  Lewis  Carroll,  C.  S.  Lewis,  or  in  fairy 
tales  is  one  way  for  children  to  test  the  world  they  inhabit. 
But  implicit  in  these  books  is  some  separation  between 
fantasy  and  wishes  and  the  “real”  world.  People  cannot 
fly,  turn  themselves  invisible,  or  make  inanimate  objects 
move  at  will  (at  least  not  the  people  I  know). 

In  The  Secret  Witch,  Jess  has  some  fun  with  her 
powers,  and  she  does  learn  from  her  mistakes.  This  is  all 
very  nice,  but  she  does  not  un-become  a  witch  at  the  end  of 
the  book;  thus  the  story  slips  out  of  the  realm  of  fantasy 
and  bumps  its  way  into  some  as  yet  undefined  category. 
Which  is  not  so  bad,  I  suppose,  but  this  is  a  book  from  a 
press  that  defines  itself  as  feminist.  I  always  thought  that 
one  purpose  of  feminist  literature  is  to  present  alternatives 
to  people  caught  in  a  patriarchal  society.  If  this  is  one 
woman’s  alternative  to  the  problem  of  mean  boys  (who,  I 
imagine,  are  simply  younger  versions  of  leering  men  on  the 
street,  faggot  baiters,  and  bosses  who  are  unable  to  differ¬ 
entiate  between  the  office  and  their  bedroom)  .then  it  is  not 
a  book  I  would  read  to  my  child. 


Tacked  on  to  this  book  is  a  shorter  story  written  by  the 
author  when  she  was  twelve,  called  They  Met  The  Who- 
Ever-It-Was.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is  typical  of  a 
child’s  story  telling  style  —  breathless,  confusing,  with  a 
rushed  ending  —  it  also  falls  far  short  of  being  feminist. 
Once  again,  a  young  protagonist  in  conflict  starts  to  use  her 
own  powers  (wit-power  this  time,  not  witch)  but  luck,  in 
the  form  of  a  policeman,  steps  in  and  saves  her.  Granted, 
the  author  was  only  twelve  years  old,  but  in  later  editing  the 
police  officers  could  at  least  have  been  changed  to  females. 

Writing  stories  for  children  is  hard  enough  —  the 
stories  have  to  be  short  because  of  limited  attention  spans 
yet  dramatic  enough  to  justify  children’s  listening  to  them 
—  but  writing  non-sexist  children’s  books  requires  that  the 
author  redefine  society  for  her  or  himself  and  then  offer 
different  solutions  to  the  conflicts  she  or  he  writes  about. 


In  Praise  of 
Young  Men 

A  LOVER’S  COCK  and  Other  Gay  Poems 

By  Arthur  Rimbaud  and  Paul  Verlaine 

Translated  by  J.  Murat  and  W.  Gunn 

Gay  Sunshine  Press 

P.O.  Box  40397 

San  Francisco,  CA 

63  pp.,  $ 3.95 


Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

Plastered  across  the  cover  of  this  book  of  poems  by 
Rimbaud  and  Verlaine  —  a  good  four  or  five  inches 
in  height  and  three  in  width  (I  took  a  ruler  to  them) 
—  is  an  uncircumcized,  flaccid  cock  and  balls  —  in  a 
sketch,  by  Nuki,  which  is  as  sure  to  raise  eyebrows  in 
Peoria  as  it  has  raised  them  here  in  Boston  among  those 
who  have  seen  copies  of  A  Lover’s  Cock  and  Other  Gay 
Poems.  A  first  query:  Is  such  “flaunting”  necessary?  A 
second  thought:  As  an  introductory  illustration,  how 
appropriate  to  poems  almost  all  of  which  are  about  not  gay 
love  so  much  as  the  validity  of  gay  male  existence  itself,  an 
existence  in  honor  of  which  the  naked  cock,  in  this  volume 
“a  smaller  heart/With  its  point  in  the  air,”  is  allowed  gal¬ 
lantly  to  stand  as  a  “Symbol  proud  and  fair”! 

Feisty,  ambitious,  a  poetic  genius  (as  the  city  was  quick 
to  recognize),  and  freshly  arrived  in  Paris  in  1871  at  the  age 
of  17,  Rimbaud  proceded  to  precipitate  the  collapse  of  Ver¬ 
laine’s  marital  menage,  and  with  it  his  social  position. 
Treated  as  pariahs  in  19th-century  society,  the  two  of  them, 
as  the  introduction,  to  this  little  book  tells  us,  “defiantly 
lived  together  ...  for  twenty-two  months  in  Paris, 
Brussels,  and  London”  before  their  separation.  Their 
story,  replete  with  gunshot  wound,  Verlaine’s  prison  term, 
and  Rimbaud’s  eventual  voluntary  exile  in  Africa,  became 
a  “central  legend  in  the  turbulent  emergence  of  gay  libera¬ 
tion  in  the  nineteenth  century.”  If  Oscar  Wilde  succeeded 
in  delighting  and  titillating  the  London  public  he  also 
teased,  Rimbaud  and  Verlaine  had  equally  subversive  but 
more  directly  aggressive  literary  intentions.  A  central  one 
during  the  time  of  their  union  and,  for  Verlaine,  long  after 
(Rimbaud  stopped  writing  altogether  at  the  age  of  21)  was 
“ epaterla  bourgeoisie ”:  to  knock,  to  stun,  thoroughly  to 
shock  the  conventionally  minded.  Joined  in  their  opposi¬ 
tion  to  a  society  which  made  them  outcasts,  their  strategy 
seems  to  have  been  to  turn  society’s  arguments  against  it  — 
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MY  SON  ERIC 

By  Mary  V.  Borhek 
Pilgrim  Press 
180  pp.,  $8.95 


Reviewed  by  Andy  Beck 

r  ■  ^he  inspirational  biography  has  long  been  a  popular 
form  with  contemporary  fundamental  Christians. 
-M.  Dale  Evans,  Catherine  Marshall,  David  Wilkerson, 
even  Anita  Bryant,  have  all  recounted  how  emotional  and 
physical  hardships  were  overcome  through  the  development 
of  personal  relationships  with  Jesus  Christ. 

Mary  V.  Borhek’s  My  Son  Eric  adheres  to  many  of  the 
conventions  of  the  genre:  plentiful  Biblical  quotations, 
simple-minded  religiosity  and,  of  course,  the  personal  crisis 
that  brings  the  author  closer  to  God.  But  Borhek  departs 
from  the  others,  for  what  she  must  confront  is  her  own 
son’s  homosexuality. 

Borhek’s  son’s  revelation  forces  her  into  a  confronta¬ 
tion  between  hdr  strong  spiritual  beliefs  and  equally  strong 
(if  not  down-right  forceful)  maternal  instincts.  Her  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  write  her  son  off  as  “sinful”  and  “damned”  as 
her  religion  would  demand  leads  her  to  reexamine  the 
tenets  of  her  brand  of  Christianity.  What  she  ultimately 
does  is  prove  it  possible  to  be  homosexual,  to  accept  homo¬ 
sexuality  and,  in  some  cases,  practice  homosexuality,  while 
at  the  same  time  not  losing  the  love  and  acceptance  of  God. 

That’s  quite  a  journey  for  this  mother  of  three, 
divorced  from  her  minister-husband  several  years  before 
her  story  begins.  She  was,  at  the  start,  a  steady  member  of 
Minneapolis’  fundamental  Community  of  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion,  who  accepted  the  literalness  of  the  Bible  and  con¬ 
sidered  homosexuality  an  “abomination.” 

As  she  struggles  to  accept  her  son  and  his  lover,  as  she 
devours  nearly  every  book  on  the  subject  of  homosexuality, 
she  must  seriously  reevaluate  her  thinking.  “If,”  she  says, 
“The  Bible  is,  as  I  believed,  ‘without  error  in  all  that  it  af¬ 
firms,’  and  if  homosexuality  is  the  result  of  forces  over 
which  a  person  has  little  or  no  control,  the  gay  person  lives 
in  an  impossible  bind.  God,  it  would  seem,  had  left  the  gay 
and  the  lesbian  in  a  limbo  from  which  there  is  no  exit.” 

Through  a  positive  relationship  with  a  marvelous  fe¬ 
male  Christian  therapist,  Borhek  begins  to  sort  out  her  own 
problems  and  prejudices.  Through  contact  with  gay  people 
practicing  their  Christianity  and  worshipping  a  God  they 
feel  accepts  them,  she  redefines  her  notion  of  God  and 
develops  what  she  believes  is  an  even  firmer  belief.  “Who 
knows?”  she  asks.  “Perhaps  God  is  confronting  the  church 
with  the  present  crisis  over  homosexuality  not  in  order  to 
demolish  the  church  but  because  God  is  saying  ‘Grow  or< 
die’.” 


The  book,  however,  is  clearly  aimed  at  Christian 
readers  —  with  the  hope  that  they  will  change  their  think¬ 
ing.  Knowing  the  stubbornness  and  adamancy  of  born- 
again  Christians,  they’re  more  likely  to  write  Borhek  off  as 
“fallen,”  and  accuse  her  of  succumbing  to  the  arguments 
of  Satan.  One  problem  is  her  theology.  She  parts  with  those 
Christians  who  believe  in  the  literal  infallibility  of  the  Bible, 
in  order  to  reinterpret  such  classic  condemnations  as  Levi¬ 
ticus,  Paul, and  the  Sodom  and  Gommorah  story.  Funda¬ 
mental  Christians  will  find  it  hard  to  accept  such  a  move, 
while  serious  theologians  will  bemoan  the  lack  of  scholar¬ 
ship  to  back  up  her  reinterpretations. 


She  does  discover  some  positive  religious  writers  who 
bolster  her  changing  religious  views,  notably  Troy  Perry, 
Norman  Pittenger.and  Clinton  Jones,  all  ordained  mini¬ 
sters.  In  fact,  Perry’s  1972  piece,  The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd 
and  He  Knows  I'm  Gay,  helps  her  form  the  basis  of  her  new 
outlook. 

Unfortunately  she  also  encounters  some  questionable 
theology  and  psychology  surrounding  homosexuality  — 
and  although  she  eventually  rejects  these  opinions,  there’s  a 
real  danger  that  a  susceptible  or  inattentive  Christian  reader 

might  accept  some  of  these  views.  „ 
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THE  BRA-STRAP  BAR  AND  GRILLE 
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212  pp.,  $6.00 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 


The  bar  scene  has  been  a  recurrent  device  in  gay  male 
and  lesbian  novels.  In  gay  male  novels,  the  bar  has 
often  been  portrayed  as  a  decadent  microcosm  of  gay 
life,  and  its  habituees  are  there  for  casual  sexual 
encounters,  hustling,  and  violence.  In  recent  lesbian  femi¬ 
nist  novels,  the  once  ubiquitous  bar  scenes  have  been 
replaced  by  that  more  politically  correct  hang-out,  the 
women’s  restaurant  or  coffeehouse.  However,  despite  these 
literary  attempts  at  condemnation  and  extinction,  gay  bars 
continue  to  flourish  around  the  country  and  the  world.  In 
this  unusual  first  novel,  Donna  Camille  takes  a  new  look 
inside  a  gay/lesbian  bar,  and  she  finds,  not  decadence  or 
political  incorrectness,  but  friendship,  support,  and  fun  for 
both  women  and  men.  Her  book  is  a  collection  of  vignettes 
about  a  segment  of  the  gay/lesbian  community  whiclr  is 
highly  recognizable  but  lacks  a  label.  Reading  her  book,  I 
knew  exactly  the  type  of  gay  folks  she  was  describing, 
although  I  can’t  recall  much  discussion  of  them  in  either 
fiction  or  non-fiction.  They  are  working  class  gay  men  and 
lesbians  who  are  neither  radical  nor  decadent.  At  our  local 
gay  bar  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  they  hang  around  the 
pool  table  and  drink  beer  after  a  shift  at  the  RCA  plant  or 
the  stone  quarries.  The  men  drive  pick-up  trucks  and  wear 
baseball  caps  to  cover  their  bald  spots.  The  women  drive 
pick-up  trucks  and  seem  more  at  ease  in  double-knits 
than  dyke  chic.  They  smoke  dope,  get  rowdy  at  drag  shows, 
and  are  admirably  resourceful  at  providing  support  for  gay 
liberation  activities.  Reading  Donna  Camille’s  book  may 
give  you  a  good  introduction  to  a  fine  bunch  of  people  for 
whom  the  gay  bar  is  not  debauched,  but  neighborly,  and 
■who  prove  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  can  be  friends. 

Life  at  the  Bra-Strap  Bar  and  Grill  is  the  center  of  the 
book.  Most  of  the  characters  are  introduced  by  a  brief 
glimpse  of  them  in  the  bar,  which  is  followed  by  a  more 
detailed  character  sketch  or  anecdote  that  builds  them  into 
real,  unique,  and  significant  members  of  the  community. 
The  book  has  a  nice  tone  of  questioning  but  also  tolerating 
the  various  trips  gay  folk  get  into.  It  describes  a  gay  man: 
“His  real  name  is  Larry  but  he’s  very  butch  and  almost 
chauvinistic  when  it  comes  to  effeminate  men.  Just  to  tease 
him,  because  he’s  so  adamant  about  his  masculinity,  we 
always  call  him  La-La  and  he  always  responds  good- 
naturedly.”  (p.  41).  There’s  a  memorable  Christmas  story 
about  a  boy  for  whom  Santa  left  lots  of  “shiny  black  loco¬ 
motives,  bright  red  fire  engines,  guns  and  holsters,  etc.,” 
but  never  any  “books,  paints,  dishes,  or  dolls.”  (p.  43).  A 
lively  lesbian  wedding  held  at  a  nude  beach  is  described, 
plus  the  reception:  “As  an  added  attraction,  a  group  of 
fairies,  led  by  a  pair  of  twins  impersonating  Julia  Child, 
prepared  and  dished  up  gastronomical  delights.”  (p.  61).  A 
pleasant  day  with  one’s  lover  is  described:  “All  as  well  with 
Carla  and  me  again  and  that  made  everything  right  with  the 
world.  We  stayed  in  bed  the  whole  day  watching  TV  and 
figuring  out  what  we  wanted  to  eat  next.”  (p.  68). 

The  author  makes  some  clever  statements  about  relation¬ 
ships.  “I  wasn’t  about  to  go  back  with  Carla  just  because 
I’d  invested  five  years  and  now  I  was  going  to  be  penalized 
for  early  withdrawal  as  if  our  life  together  was  a  bank 
account.”  (p.  118).  Somewhat  contradictorily,  she  later 
says,  “Somehow  I  found  it  difficult  to  view  our  marriage  as 
a  product  with  a  shelf-life  and  a  built-in  obsolesence.”  (p. 
118). 

Gay  liberation  is  by  no  means  forgotten  in  this  novel. 
The  characters  are  not  activists,  but  they  are  supportive, 
and  benefits  for  the  gay  center  are  held  at  the  Bra-Strap 
Bar.  Harassment  of  gays  by  straights  is  described.  The  main 
character  mentions  her  involvement  in  gay  rights  marches, 
and  her  volunteer  work  on  a  gay  crisis  phone  line.  In  one 
scene  the  main  characters  visit  a  leather  bar  where  an 
effeminate  man  is  harassed.  A  plea  for  tolerance  within  the 
gay  community  is  made. 

The  author  self-published  this  book.  She  describes  her¬ 
self  as  thirty-two  years  old,  and  a  long-time  resident  of  San 
Diego.  She  has  several  college  degrees  and  is  currently 
working  as  a  medical  technician  while  studying  for  a 
master’s  degreee  in  counselling.  She  wrote  Bra-Strap  Bar 
and  Grill  as  a  form  of  self-therapy  after  her  lover’s^ 
suicide.  She  says  of  her  novel,  “I  used  no  other  book  as  a 
model  and  am  not  aware  of  any  other  book  like  it.  1  do 
think  it  can  appeal  to  gay  men  as  well  as  lesbians  but  I 
wrote  it  as  a  lesbian  love  story.  It  is  intended  for  a  gay 
audience  and  I  think  it  covers  an  area  that  will  appeal  to 
some  elements  of  the  gay  culture  and  probably  not  to 
others.”  The  printing  and  cover  design  are  exceptionally 
well-done  for  a  self-published  novel.  On  the  back  cover  is 
the  rather  intriguing,  cryptic  statement:  “It  is  by  no  coin¬ 
cidence  that  you  are  reading  these  words.” 
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meaning.  I  think  the  diversity  of  the  images  themselves 
makes  a  strong  statement  of  how  varied  we  are.  That  state¬ 
ment  would  be  better  enhanced  by  a  presentation  of  the 
images  which  maintained  some  continuity,  provided  some 
guidelines  for  us.  I  also  found  it  distracting  that  some 
pictures  have  a  black  border  and  others  do  not,  with  no 
clear  reason  why.  I  think  continuity  and  clear  presentation 
are  important  to  communication. 

JEB  is  to  be  highly  commended  for  her  ability,  as  a 
photographer,  to  respond  to  her  different  subjects  and 
situations,  and  to  take  photographs  accordingly,  commun¬ 
icating  a  sense  of  the  person  that  is  appropriate  and  unique 
to  her.  Some  images  are  close  up  and  direct.  Others  show  us 
women  in  their  own  environment  or  moving  through  the 
world.  We  need  to  see  images  of  women  touching,  kissing, 
being  intimate  and  loving  with  each  other  —  lesbians, 
being.  This  book  is  successful  especially  I  think  because  we 
end  up  feeling  “More!  I  want  to  see  more!”  JEB  has  put  a 
lot  of  work  into  giving  us  back  to  ourselves  —  reclaiming 
our  herstories  and  chronicling  our  current  realities.  As  we 
see  the  lesbians  in  these  photographs  eye  to  eye,  we  see  our¬ 
selves  eye  to  eye. 
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due  to  experiments  performed  by  the  last  scientists  before 
the  Wasting,  breed  without  men.  Alldera  is  not  the  only 
fern  to  have  been  saved  by  the  women.  Through  them,  she 
finds  what  she  so  long  sought,  the  free  ferns.  In  the  end, 
after  conflicts  between  the  ferns  and  the  nomadic  women, 
after  conflicts  with  herself,  she  and  the  ferns  prepare  for 
their  return  to  the  Holdfast,  in  what  they  hope  will  not  be 
an  ill-fated  rescue  attempt. 

There  are,  of  course,  some  difficulties  with  this  story. 
For  instance,  the  reader  might  well  doubt  a  world  in  which 
male  homosexuality  is  the  norm,  and  heterosexuality  a  per¬ 
version,  when  that  culture  is  initiated  by  world  leaders 
whose  homophobia  is  so  well-documented.  The  reader  also 
hopes  that  somehow  the  antagonism  between  men  and  ferns 
can  be  resolved,  that  somehow  the  sexes  can  be  reconciled, 
although  certainly  with  acceptance  of  homosexuality,  both 
male  and  female,  left  intact. 

Nevertheless,  Charnas  is  hugely  successful  in  creating 
not  only  one,  but  two,  worlds  (the  Holdfast  and  the 
Motherline  Tribes)  which  are  rich  in  complexity.  And  while 
Charnas  could  have  let  these  worlds  overwhelm  her  char¬ 
acters,  she  has  not.  The  characters  are  as  rich  and  as  com¬ 
plex  as  the  cultures  in  which  they  live  —  they  are  real  people 
with  believable  motivations. 

Charnas  also  displays  a  remarkable  understanding  of 
human  nature,  both  in  its  individual  and  its  collective 
senses.  She  demonstrates  to  the  reader  how  a  people’s 
assumptions,  no  matter  how  distorted,  lead  to  and  per¬ 
petuate  the  very  behavior  they  wish  to  deter.  She  shows  that 
fears  and  guilts,  when  repressed,  induce  even  worse  fears 
and  guilts;  that  only  by  confronting  them  are  they  success¬ 
fully  vanquished.  She  seems  to  subscribe  to  the  feminist 
theory  that  the  oppression  of  women  is  the  fundamental 
oppression  from  which  the  other  oppressions  she  speaks  of 
—  ageism,  racism,  the  rape  of  the  earth  —  stem.  However, 
throughout  the  two  novels  she  is  nonjudgmental.  She  pre¬ 
sents  each  character  with  her/his  virtues  and  vices,  each 
situation  with  its  goods  and  bads,  then  proceeds  to  tell  the 
story  matter-of-factly.  She  allows  the  reader  to  judge, 
giving  her/him  a  freedom  that  too  many  authors  ignore. 

But  the  best  part  is  that  Charnas  leaves  the  reader 
lusting  for  more.  We  can  only  hope  that  she  gives  it  to  us. 
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Like  Laura  Z.  Hobson’s  Consenting  Adult,  Borhek’s 
book  focuses  on  a  mother’s  struggles  and  difficulties  in 
accepting  her  son  —  resulting  in  little  room  for  character 
development  for  the  son.  Annoying  in  Hobson’s  novel, 
that  lack  is  glaring  here:  an  accurate  portrait  of  an  appar¬ 
ently  positive  relationship  could  have  strengthened 
Borhek’s  position.  As  is,  we’re  left  with  the  characteriza¬ 
tion  of  Eric  and  Brian  as  notorious  oversleepers  —  and 
that’s  about  all. 

The  essentially  religious  nature  of  Borhek’s  struggle 
will  probably  confuse  (if  not  bore)  readers  with  little  under¬ 
standing  of  Christian  fundamentalism.  But  the  depth  of  her 
devastation  and  the  lengths  she  goes  to  in  order  to  resolve 
her  “problem”  clearly  indicates  that  for  many  people  — 
gay  men  and  lesbians  included  —  homosexuality  creates 
religious  confusion.  Is  it  any  wonder  that,  outside  of  politi¬ 
cal  groups,  some  of  the  largest  gay  organizations  in  this 
country  center  around  religion? 

While  hardly  the  finest  religious  book  on  the  subject, 
My  Son  Eric  may  reach  those  previously  unwilling  even 
think  about  the  subject,  since  it  is  published  by  a  religious 
publishing  house.  It  is  a  simplistic  account  (in  both  content 
and  style),  but  most  inspirational  literature  is  hardly  intel¬ 
lectually  taxing.  The  significance  is  that  this  book  is  willing 
to  present  an  alternative  viewpoint.  And  for  Bible-Belt 
Christians,  a  book  written  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  dis¬ 
tressed  mother  is  probably  more  palatable  than  a  book  by  a 
gay  Christian. 
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to  fight  back  with  the  gloves  off.  This  strategy  anticipates 
similar  strategies  undertaken  in  action  at  Stonewall  itself, 
and  in  periodicals  like  Gay  Sunshine  and  Boston’s  Fag  Rag, 
although  perhaps  not  always  to  the  same  lofty  advantage  of 
Poetry. 

Indeed,  all  the  claims  in  defense  of  homosexuality 
these  poems  make  —  like  the  claims  many  of  us  have  at  one 
time  or  another  felt  we  had  to  make  —  can  be  understood 
as  defensively  asserted  in  opposition  to  implicitly  held 
majority  opinions.  To  the  argument  that,  after  all, 
“straight”  life  is  normal,  natural,  and  responsible  for  the 
production  of  children,  Verlaine  argues  that  to  be  merely 
“normal”  is  to  be  humdrum,  dull,  and  boring,  and  that 
homosexuality  is  capable  of  emancipating  “mankind  from 
heavy  nature.”  In  the  face  of  a  culturally  vaunted  notion 
that  the  female  form  is  superior  in  beauty  to  that  of  the 
male,  Rimbaud  writes  a  sonnet  that  repeats  in  effect  what 
Verlaine  insists:  “in  comparison  to  a  man’s  ass,/Hers  is 
nothing  —  useful  but  less/Voluptuous.”  If  homosexuals 
are  considered  unclean,  as  well  as  intellectual  and  social  in¬ 
feriors,  well,  then,  Rimbaud  and  Verlaine  write  poetry 
which  makes  a  “feast  of  shit  and  cum,  of  ass  and  thighs,” 
and  Verlaine  asserts  that  he  prefers  for  his  lovers  “manual 
workers,  a  farm  hand/Now  and  then  —  no  affected  high 
society.  .  .  .”  And  finally,  if  homosexuality  is  sinful  and 
immoral,  one  can  find  within  the  poems  evidence  of  a  kind 
of  blasphemous  alternative  religion,  in  which  a  cock  is  a 
bishop  (!)  who  with  his  “pretty  hood”  pushed  back 
“(gushes)  anointment”  —  can  become  even  “my  god,” 
and  “adorable  idol”  celebrated  and  worshipped  in  the 
“High  Mass”  of  erotic  activity. 

Of  course  —  in  undischarged  anger,  self-conscious¬ 
ness,  and  sexual  obsession  —  such  defensive  strategies 
must,  psychically,  have  been  extraordinarily  expensive  for 
both  of  these  poets.  Verlaine  speaks  of  the  “heavenly- 
hellish  dance”  to  which  he’s  “forever  tied.”  Perhaps,  on 
the  evidence  of  the  poems  before  us  here,  the  heaviest  cost 
for  each  of  them  was  a  protective  identification  of  their 
sexual  equipment  with  their  selves  —  although  some 
readers  would  argue,  I  suppose,  that  both  poets  betray  a 
specifically  male  concern  with  power  games  and  localized 
pleasure.  Certainly  there  was  much  in  the  relationship  itself 
that,  with  so  much  energy  deflected  into  logistic  maneuver¬ 
ing  was  never,  as  we  say  in  our  smug  modern  psychological 
parlance,  “worked  out.”  Their  translators  tell  us: 
“Verlaine  was  weak,  demanding,  vacillating,  sentimental. 
Rimbaud  was  even  more  demanding,  boorish,  sullen,  and 
finally  bored.”  Probably  they  were  united  more  in  their 
common  oppositions  than  in  any  unselfish  concern  for  each 
other. 

For  us,  the  ultimate  shocker  the  poems  hold  might  be 
that  such  material  —  no  longer  so  immoral  or  disgusting  as 
it  seemed  to  early  readers  —  can  be  rendered  in  such  fault¬ 
lessly  ordered,  rhymed,  stanzaic  poetry.  (Might  there  be  a 
valuable  classical  model  here  for  the  Fag  Rag  and  Mouth  of 
the  Dragon  Poets-of-our-Contemporary-Lewdness?)  The 
English  translations,  some  of  them  published  for  the  first 
time,  are  deftly  done,  colloquially  rendered,  and  always  in¬ 
teresting.  In  some  cases  —  as  in  the  wonderfully  obscene 
“Shit,  Cheese,  and  Cum”  or  in  “A  Meeting”  —  J.  Murat 
and  W.  Gunn  have  discovered  verse  forms  other  than  those 
in  which  poems  were  written  but  which  admirably  com¬ 
municate  the  poets’  intentions.  I  hope  readers  won’t  be  put 
off  by  the  lurid  title  ( A  Lover’s  Cock)  and  cover.  If  they 
are,  they  will  only  be  reacting  the  way  a  19th-century 
audience  would  predictably  have  reacted  —  and  so  make 
common  cause  with  forces  against  which  all  of  our  early  re¬ 
sistance,  admirably  exemplified  here  by  Rimbaud  and  Ver¬ 
laine,  has  been  directed. 
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question  one  of  the  most  basic  assumptions  of  the  social 
world  we  live  in:  that  sex  and  pleasure  must  be  justified, 
and  that  that  justification  must  involve  reproduction. 
“We  usually  say  that  the  opposite  of  homosexuality  is 
heterosexuality,  but  that’s  not  quite  it.  The  opposite  of 
homosexuality  is  marriage.”  Marriage  is  one  of  the  best 
schools  in  the  world  for  developing  habits  and  conventions. 
Unfortunately  Homosexualities  and  French  Literature 
largely  ignores  the  phenomenon  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
sometimes  protecting  themselves  by  exaggerating  (in  their 
behavior  and  dress  habits)  the  conventions  of  the 
“straight”  world. 

These  speculations  are  meant  to  provoke  more  than  to 
define.  A  slightly  less  speculative  but  related  issue  that 
comes  up  again  in  this  series  of  essays  concerns  the  nature 
(and  to  some  extent  the  cause  or  source)  of  homo¬ 
sexualities.  Aron  and  Kempf,  in  “Triumphs  and  Tribula¬ 
tions  of  the  Homosexual  Discourse”,  point  out  that  until 
the  19th  century  little  was  said  about  homosexuality  as 
such.  Homosexual  acts  were  described,  but  not  homo¬ 
sexuals.  The  rise  of  academic  and  medical  science  reflected 
more  and  more  interest  in  homosexuals  as  a  subject.  And 
writing  and  films  have  also  taken  an  interest  in  this  of  late 
with  their  fashionable  token  homosexuals.  “Homo¬ 
sexuality  is  being  caught  up,”  say  Aron  and  Kempf,  “in  a 
network  of  traps;  it  is  fashionable  in  some  circles  and  at  the 
same  time  strait-jacketed.”  Think,  for  example,  of  how 
limiting  are  those  stereotypic  (mostly  male?)  images  of 
“ideal  lovers”:  of  a  certain  age,  and  a  certain  body  type, 
and  usually  a  certain  race. 

Two  of  the  strait-jackets  (stereotypes/images/roles) 
touched  on  most  often  in  Homosexualities  and  French 
Literature  are  (1)  the  homosexual  as  social  outcast/criminal 
(indicted  by  society  but  at  the  same  time  indicting  society’s 
norms),  and  (2)  the  homosexual  as  some  sort  of  mixture  of 
male  and  female  (creative,  complete).  Both  images  have 
served  as  the  basis  at  times  for  the  (romantic?)  myth  that 
homosexuals  are  more  creative:  in  the  first  case  because 
they’ve  been  more  oppressed  and  so  had  to  learn  to  deal 
with  more  intense  problems,  had  to  resist  more,  in  the  case 
of  the  outcast;  and  in  the  second  case  because  they’ve 
somewhat  managed  to  (re)combine  “male”  and  “female” 
traits  that  are  physically  present,  but  culturally  repressed,  in 
everyone,  and  so  they  possess  the  balance  which  most 
people  achieve,  if  they  ever  do,  only  externally  (by  finding 
their  repressed  characteristics  in  someone  else  —  of  the 
opposite  sex).  It’s  interesting  that  those  (e.g.  Balzac)  who 
portray  the  homosexual  as  outcast  also  tend  to  think  of 
homosexuality  as  “caused”  by  social  experience,  while 
those  (e.g.  Proust)  who  see  homosexuals  as  androgynous 
tend  to  see  the  source  of  sexuality  in  what’s  given  at  birth. 

Eric  Bentley,  in  the  essay  “We  are  in  History”,  de¬ 
scribes  the  passage  of  the  “homosexual-as-outcast”  image 
from  her/his  being  a  heretic,  when  the  church’s  was  the 
dominant  ideology,  to  an  image  of  the  homosexual  as 
patient,  now  that  the  dominant  ideology  is  scientific/ 
technological.  “Fascinating  [people],  perhaps,”  Bentley 
notes,  “but  evil.”  Perhaps  fascinating  because  “evil,  ’’that 
is,  because  they  resist  (like  it  or  not)  the  incredibly  dull 
“good  life.” 

Balzac’s  image  of  the  “natural  person”  in  his  immense 
series  of  works  that  make  up  The  Human  Comedy,  always 
involves  someone  who  operates  outside  repressive  social 
laws  and  conventions.  As  Gerald  Storzer  points  out  in  his 
essay  on  “Balzac,  Gide  and  Genet”,  “.  .  .  this  asocial  sex¬ 
uality,  not  necessarily  homosexual,  was  for  Balzac  the  only 
possible  source  of  genuine  humanness.” 

Monique  Wittig  adds  a  new  dimension  to  this 
“outcast”  imagery  when  she  says  that  “the  menace  posed 
specifically  by  lesbians  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  are  living 
proof  that  women  are  not  dependent  on  men  for  pleasure 
and  fulfillment.”  1 

No  one  understands  all  the  intricacies  of  how  cultural 
roles  and  biological  differences  develop  and  affect  each 
other.  Often,  to  avoid  dealing  with  this  thorny  situation, 
writers  basically  ignore  it  by  putting  practically  all  their 
eggs  in  either  the  cultural  or  the  biological  basket.  Proust’s 
imagery,  as  characterized  by  J.E.  Rivers  in  his  essay  “The 
Myth  and  Science  of  Homosexuality”,  has  elements  of 
both  the  “outcast”  and  the  “androgyne.”  One  of  the  most 
striking  features  of  these  Proust  characters  is  that  they  re¬ 
present  “a  recapturing  of  lost  time;  there  is  the  idea  in 
Proust  that  there  was  something  androgynous  that 
preceded  the  divisive  habits  of  civilization.”  Here  and 
throughout  A  la  recherche,  androgyny  functions  as  a  means 
of  reversing,  or  escaping  from,  the  forward  (unnatural?) 
thrust  of  “progress.”  “What  interests  Proust  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  the  paradox  by  which,  in  homosexual  love, 
what  is  natural  and  what  is  against  nature  reflect  each 
other;  the  homosexual  is  at  the  same  time  beautiful  and 
grotesque,  the  coming  together  of  all  the  unnamed  and 
dimly  imagined  potentialities  of  nature.  Each  time  the 
masculine  and  feminine  aspects  of  the  narrator’s  person¬ 
ality  reunite  he  is  free  to  begin  growing  again,  to  (re)create 
new  beings,  to  realize  something  of  what  he  [Proust]  called 
‘that  possible  multiplication  of  oneself  which  is 
happiness’.” 

Each  of  these  images  of  the  nature  of  homosexualities 
suggests  some  possible  source.  However  this  is  something 
of  a  chicken  and  egg  situation,  especially  since  it’s  difficult 
to  talk  about  where  something,  in  this  case  sexualities/ 
homosexualities,  comes  from  before  you  know  what  ‘it’  is. 
Sexualities  and  Literature/Language 

With  all  these  fascinating  and  not  well-understood 
questions  and  answers  in  mind,  we  can  look  more  closely  at 
the  central  thesis/speculation  of  the  book,  which  is  whether 
there  exists  something  we  could  call  a  “gay/lesbian  sensibil¬ 
ity”  in  the  arts  generally,  perhaps,  but  for  our  purposes 


here  in  the  writing  (and  reading)  of  literature.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  very  little  effort  was  made  in  this  volume  to  even  raise 
the  possibility  that  interesting  complications  to  this  whole 
question  would  be  added  by  looking  at  non-Western,  non¬ 
modern  cultures.  What  little  there  is  on  these  complications 
comes  mainly  from  women  who  are  seeking,  in  part,  to 
create  something  like  a  new  language,  to  (re)write  history 
—  so  that  women  exist. 

It  is  amazing  in  this  regard  how  often  the  male  writers 
(authors  and  critics)  talk  about  “sexuality”  when  what  they 
mean  is  “male  sexuality.”  Regardless  of  how  different  or 
similar  you  may  think  male  and  female  sexualities  are  (or 
could  be,  depending  on  the  cultural  context),  and 
regardless  of  the  extent  to  which  those  differences  are 
basically  physiologically  pre-determined  and  to  what  extent 
they  depend  on  experience  during  childhood  (and  adult¬ 
hood!),  in  this  modern,  western  culture,  there  do  seem  to 
be  significant  differences  (for  example,  as  regards  the 
importance  of  age,  looks,  promiscuity,  etc.)  and  these 
deserve  some  treatment. 

At  the  other  extreme,  perhaps  partly  in  reaction  to  this 
smothering  of  differences  (and  thus,  effectively,  to 
smothering  the  visibility  of  women  in  general),  is  the 
tendency  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  female  writers  to 
imply  that  male  and  female  sexualities  are  intrinsically 
totally  different.  This  discourages,  unfortunately  I  think, 
exploring  the  possibility  that  much  of  sexuality  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  cultural  role/power  and  that  as  women’s  power 
increases  their  sexuality  too  may  change.  But  I  digress. 

Once  again  the  image  of  queers  as  outcasts  arises,  in 
this  discussion  of  the  effects  of  sexuality  on  writing.  The 
most  popular  speculation  throughout  is  that  homosexuality 
functions  as  a  “transgression”,  as  something  that  “moves 
across  the  usual  lines  of  reasoning  and  perpetually 
questions  the  social  order”  (the  editors).  No  one  says  much 
about  what  might  happen  to  this  sensibility  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men  acquire  more  political  power  and  become  less 
“outcast.” 

And  “perpetually”  is  a  little  strong.  In  fact,  it’s  the 
achievement  of  the  relatively  young  French  tradition  to 
have  brought  the  homosexualities  discourse  out  of  the 
medical/religious/legal  closet  and  into  the  social/political 
streets.  Hardly  any  of  these  essayists  even  ventures  a  guess 
about  why  this  very  particular  literary  tradition  developed 
so  much  more  strongly  in  France  than  elsewhere.  Christiane 
Rochefort,  however,  in  her  essay  on  the  “Privilege  of 
Consciousness”  does  venture  the  following: 

I  think  there  has  always  been  a  relationship  between  certain 
literary  trends  and  homosexuality.  I  can’t  sort  it  out  very  well. 

I  would  say  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  literature  of 
the  dominated  and  that  of  the  dominant,  rather  than  between 
homosexuality  and  heterosexuality.  There  is  all  of  black  liter¬ 
ature,  and  the  whole  of  third  world  cultures  which  is  a  liter¬ 
ature  of  the  dominated.  Included  too  is  women’s  literature. 
We  are  obligated  to  use  the  language  of  the  oppressor,  so  that 
it’s  difficult  not  to  distort  our  thinking.  One  must  almost  write 
as  if  twice  removed,  frame  everything  in  irony  and  derision,  or 
find  other  forms. 

Elaine  Marks  adds,  in  “Lesbian  Intertextuality”  that 
there  has  been  a  “development  in  lesbian  writing  in  the 
course  of  recent  history  from  an  attempt  at  portraying  new 
attitudes  in  an  old  language  to  an  attempt  at  creating  a  new 
language  capable  of  speaking  the  unspoken  in  Western 
literature  —  female  sexuality  with  woman  as  namer.  .  .  . 
Now,  with  the  development  of  lesbian  feminism,  the 
accepted  male  love  discourse  as  well  as  the  male  stereotypes 
about  the  female  body  are  being  replaced  (e.g.  in  Wittig’s 
Le  Corps  Lesbien)  with  a  text  (a  mythology,  a  “naming”) 
created  by  women.”  Bentley  provides  a  provocative  note  in 
his  discussion  of  western  love  poetry  which,  he  says,  is  “as 
boring  as  one  would  expect  from  such  an  overdetermined 
situation  —  it  is  all  written  by  heterosexual  males  saying 
how  much  they  adore  their  presumably  heterosexual 
females  on  the  condition  that  the  latter  stay  in  the  niches 
that  the  former  have  constructed  for  them.” 

Writing  as  a  Power  Trip 

The  critic  ought  to  also  be  concerned  with  how  the  ‘world’  is 
divided,  administered,  plundered  (in  literature),  and  how 
humanity  is  thrust  into  pigeonholes  so  that  ‘we’  are  ‘human’ 
and  ‘they’  are  not. 

E.  W.  Said 

Stereotypes,  new  or  old,  are  useful,  of  course,  for 
identifying  variation.  However,  as  it  turns  out,  it’s  but  a 
step  from  there  to  deviation.  It’s  become  very  fashionable 
for  writers  to  be  interested  intellectually  in  blacks, 
women,  children,  gays  and  lesbians.  But  this  can  be  mis¬ 
leading.  “You  acknowledge  your  interest  in  sexuality,  for 
example,  and  the  movement  to  liberate  it,  but  at  the  same 
time  avoid  dealing  with  your  own  particular  sexuality.”  It’s 
often  a  way  to  distract  attention  from  yourself  by  concen¬ 
trating  it  on  the  movement.  (This  is  especially  evident 
among  some  male-dominated  left  groups.)  Even  the  gay 
male  movement  often  slips  into  a  sort  of  unexpressed 
“separatism”  of  its  own  with  its  potential  for  slipping  into 
complete,  comfortable  ghettoes  of  bars,  baths,  tricking 
spots  and  even  political  strategies  which  involve  little  more 
as  goals  than  the  acquisition  of  “rights”  in  a  political 
system  that  is  at  this  point  fundamentally  sexist.  It’s  always 
to  the  benefit  of  the  dominant  (in  our  case  basically  straight 
male)  class  to  encourage  stereotyping  and  so  to  discourage 
exploration  and  openness  (which  are  the  source  of  change 
and  thus  threaten  the  hierarchy).  This  enforcement  of  roles 
is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  young,  who,  as  everyone 
knows,  haven’t  yet  got  all  their  stereotypes  quite  down  pat. 
Many  lesbians  and  gay  men,  feeling  the  intensity  of  the 
desperation  of  the  straight  world  about  this  situation 
(“recruitment,”  “boy-love,”  “child  molestation,” 
gay/lesbian  teachers,  etc.),  have  joined  forces  with  them  to 
deny  any  exploration  at  all  in  this  International  Year  of  the 
Child  (they  might  have  said  of  the  Nuclear,  Blood  Based, 
Role-Infested  Family)  of  the  facts  of  childhood  sexuality. 
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even  between  children. 

On  the  day  when  these  movements  fix  as  their  goals  not  only 
the  liberation  of  homosexuals,  women,  blacks,  children,  etc., 
but  also  the  struggle  against  themselves  in  their  constant  power 
relations  of  alienation,  of  repression  against  their  own  bodies 
and  thoughts,  then  indeed  we’ll  see  another  kind  of  struggle, 
another  kind  of  possibility.  The  micro-fascist  elements  in  all 
our  relations  with  others  must  be  found,  because  when  we  do 
this  on  the  individual  and  local  level,  we’ll  have  a  much  better 
chance  of  defeating  the  fascism  in  the  society  at  large. 

(F.  Guattari,  “A  Liberation  of  Desire”) 
This  is  not  a  call  to  isolate  yourself  in  an  attempt  to 
clean  up  your“personal”  act  before  joining  others  to  deal 
with  the  “political.”  On  the  contrary,  it  is,  I  think,  a 
reminder  of  the  very  intimate  dialogue  between  our 
“public”  movements  (as  lesbians  and  gay  men,  as  women, 
as  third  world  people,  etc.)  and  our  so-called  “private” 
lives.  And,  I  would  add,  it  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  the 
power,  in  our  consciousness  as  well  as  in  our  collective 
action,  for  better  and  for  worse,  of  our  language. 

Dictionary 
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most,  Wittig-Zeig  create  them:  “circulation,”  for  the 
mingling  of  companion  lovers’  bodies;  “cyprine,”  for  the 
secretions  “produced  by  companion  lovers  when  they  are  in 
the  state  of  love.”  Where  good  ideas  came  up  first  in  the 
enemy  camp,  Wittig-Zeig  are  not  reluctant  to  expropriate 
them:  “ORGASM:  The  companion  lovers  of  Taprobana 
say  that  on  their  island  the  blue  lights  produced  by  orgasms 
can  illuminate  the  sky.  Once  this  light  or  orgastic  energy 
was  measured  by  Whilemina  Reich.  .  .  .  Since  most  of  the 
companion  lovers  are  unwilling  to  use  this  energy  other 
than  in  its  immediate  consumption,  these  measurements  are 
no  longer  in  use.”  So  much  for  the  wayward  follower  of 
Freud. 

* 

Above  all,  however,  the  authors  write  with  an  abiding 
sense  of  the  continuity  of  lesbian  life  and  vision  from 
Sappho  to  today.  In  setting  this  sense  of  continuity  forth, 
they  omit  from  their  book  all  that  is  even  remotely 
patriarchially  tinged.  Reading  Lesbian  Peoples,  one  would 
never  know  that  men  existed,  let  alone  the  role  they  have 
played  in  the  suppression  of  the  “second  sex.”  Not  only  do 
the  words  “man,”  “men,”  and  the  male  pronoun,  “he,” 
never  appear  in  the  text,  but  even  the  words  “wife,”  and 
“woman,”  are,  according  to  the  authors,  now  “obsolete.” 
They  designate  “beings  fallen  in  an  absolute  state  of  servi¬ 
tude,”  like  oxen  and  slaves,  and  have  no  place  therefore  in 
the  language  of  the  new  lesbian  nation. 

The  only  words  Wittig-Zeig  choose  to  include,  finally, 
are  those  which  from  a  lesbian  point  of  view  define  (or  can 
be  made  to  define)  some  aspect  of  reality.  If,  as  in  a  number 
of  instances,  making  the  word  conform  to  lesbian  reality 
requires  that  it  be  totally  redefined  in  practice  the  authors 
show  no  hesitation  in  their  task  (see,  for  example,  their 
description  of  “Sleeping  Beauty”,  as  one  who  is  “forgetful 
of  her  clitoris,”  or  “sleep”  itself  as  a  form  of  total 
communion  between  lovers).  They  are,  in  effect,  rewriting 
human  experience  from  a  purely  lesbian  perspective;  such 
radical  re-visions  are  inevitable,  a  necessary  part  of  the 
game.  Fortunately,  moreover,  both  authors  have  the  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  passion  and  the  verbal  precision  to  play  that 
game  well  and  for  the  very  highest  stakes. 

The  book  is  in  short  a  tour  de  force:  the  extra¬ 
polation  of  a  single  idea.  As  in  Wittig’s  previous  works,  the 
author(s)  bend  every  means  to  create  their  own  world  in 
their  own  words.  In  order  to  do  so,  they  deliberately  by¬ 
pass,  re-write,  re-create,  the  historical  and  literary  past  and 
present,  both  of  which  have  consistently  denied  them  and 
all  lesbians  true  being  and/or  linguistic  recognition. 

If  Lesbian  Peoples  lacks  the  poetic  and  intellectual  inten¬ 
sity  of  Wittig’s  earlier  works  (stylistically  it  is  in  my  opinion 
something  of  a  comedown),  it  compensates  for  this  loss  by 
being  far  more  immediately  accessible  as  a  work  of  art.  For 
those  who  have  heretofore  given  Wittig  up  in  frustration  at 
her  stylistic  and  intellectual  complexities,  this  “dictionary” 
or  map  to  her/our  world  should  come  as  a  welcome  relief 
and  prove  a  handy  guide. 
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0  1  Year  $18.00  (Foreign  $21 .00)  Do  not  write  in  this  box 

0  2  Years  $34.00  (Foreign  $40.00) 

0  3  Years  $47.00  (Foreign  $56.00) 

0  New  Subscription 
0  Renewal 

0  Gift  Please  send  gift  card  from 

Name _ 

Address _ 


City /State/Zip 
Account  No. 


MC  Interbank  No. 


Exp.  Date 


Signature . 


CS  is  mailed  in  an  envelope.  Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery. 

For  Master  Charge  and  Visa  Orders  Only: 

Call  TOLL  FREE  (800)  621-5809 
(Illinois  Residents  call  (800)  972-5858) 
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GCN  Crossword  Puzzle 


By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

ACROSS 

1.  colored  handkerchiefs 
5.  gays  do  it 
11.  Shakespeare’s  river 
12*  small  stream 

13.  minks  &  such 

14.  Love  Story's  McGraw 

15.  said  in  a  sigh 

16.  radiate 

18.  Gay  Business  Association 

19.  to  be  conjugation 

20.  misspelled  omen 

21.  _ of  the  matter 

24.  lacks  culture 

25.  not  active 

26.  flamboyant  piece  of  attire 

27.  zero 

28.  nautical  instrument 

32.  tuberculosis 

33.  Archives  &  Nat’l 
Resources ' 

34.  margarine 

35.  to  bring  out 

37.  congealed  dew 

38.  great  scarcity 

39.  glottal  stop:  Danish 


DOWN 

1.  small  restaurant 

2.  egg 

3.  Dickens  character 

4.  trap 

5.  packing  case 

6.  lesbian  writer,  Jane _ 

7.  one,  prefix 

8.  not,  prefix 

9.  ocean  floor 

10.  gas 

17.  branch  of  learning 

18.  African  antelope 

20.  speakers 

21.  suggested 

22.  good  enough  to  eat 

23.  completely 

24.  gay  poet,  Ed - 

26.  ship’s  space 

28.  spat 

29.  aglow 

30.  Verne’s  captain 

31.  poked  (with  end  of  one’s 
.  foot) 

33.  3/4ths  of  acre 

36.  Iowa 


ANNOUNCING 


% 

<80  Mass.  Ave. 
Cambridge 

invites  you  to  join  in  the  holiday  festivities. 
Monday  Christmas  Eve  get-together 

December  24  8  p.m.  till . 

Mary  Faith  Christmas  songs 
Thursday  Birthday  party  for  AWMQE 

December  27  9  p.m.  till . 

Monday  New  Year's  Eve  celebration 

December  0<  9  p.m.  till . 

Bringing  in  the  new  year  and  a 
new  decade 

Paradise  is  now  open  every  Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  until  2  a.m. 


I 
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Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 

Clinical  Psychologist 

Announces  the  opening  of 
her  practice  in  individual, 
couple,  and  family  therapy. 

Offices  in  Cambridge  8c  Boston 
354-7939  Insurance  Accepted 


oliday  Special  | 

IS  *  Haircuts . $5.00  and  up  ]$£ 

®  •  Permanent  Waves . $17.00  andup  jSj 

j£j  •  Children's  Haircuts . $3. 50  andup 

I  Hair  House  S 

3  Unisex  Salon  S 

Ji  54  Queensberry  St.,  Boston 

9.9M9.9M9MWM9MM9M9MMWMW.9M 


TRADE  IN  YOUR 
OLD  SOUNDS  AT 


Z0UNDZI 


HAVE 

•  30,000  LPs  in  stock 

•  Jazz,  Rock,  Classical,  Disco,  Folk,  Shows  &  Movies 

•  New  &  Old  Records  —  Bargains  &  Rareties 

•  A  guarantee  on  all  records 

WE  PAY  TOP  DOLLAR  FOR  YOUR  RECORDS 

•  High  values  on  trades 

829  Boylston  St.,  Boston  SELECTED  BY  EVENING  MAGAZINE 

Open  Mon.-Thurs.  10*10  io  rmjp  duct  dct 

Fri.  and  Sat.  10-Midnight  BfcM  Bfc'1 

Sunday  Noon-6  IN  USED  RECORD  STORES 


CHEER 

Continued  from  Page  10 

tute  on  campus  is  “research, 
teaching,  and  [information]  dis¬ 
semination.”  CHEER  is  one  of 
four  centers  on  campus  which 
together  bring  in  over  80%  of  the 
university’s  research  money, 
disposing  the  administration  to 
view  the  institute’s  contribution  as 
vital  to  its  “prestige  and  status.” 
(The  money  itself  —  primarily 
from  the  federal  government  — 
does  not  go  directly  to  the  insti¬ 
tute.  Instead,  it  is  channeled  to  the 
university  grants  office  where 
requisitions  from  CHEER  are 
processed.)  Recently,  the 
university  appointed  a  group  of 
social  scientists  to  evaluate  the  in¬ 
stitute’s  methodology  and  opera¬ 
tions,  returning  what  De  Cecco 
terms  a  “good  report.” 

CHEER  received  its  first  grant 
from  the  National  Institute  of 
Mental  Health  (NIMH).  This 
grant  has  since  been  renewed  and 
has  become  the  Center’s  primary 
source  of  financial  support.  After 
completing  pilot  research.  De 
Cecco  and  his  associates  sub¬ 
mitted  a  proposal  in  1974  to 
undertake  a  study  of  “Civil Liber¬ 
ties  and  Sexual  Orientation”  in 
order  to  document  and  evaluate 
“cases  of  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  and/or  social 
sex-role  stereotypes,  in  public  and 
private  institutions  that  render 
services  to  the  public.” 

CHEER  first  obtained  a  small 
grant  to  develop  the  research 
project’s  methodology,  which  is 
somewhat  unusual.  NIMH  was 
“looking  for  a  group  of  gay 
academics  who  would  start  a  re¬ 
search  center”  but  it  also  had 
some  qualms  around  the  “percep¬ 


tion  of  their  (CHEER)  being 
gay.”  In  other  words,  gay  aca¬ 
demics,  who  were  furthermore 
gay-identified,  had  to  prove  them¬ 
selves  to  be  as  “objective”  as 
straight-identified  researchers. 
This  was  a  barrier  CHEER  was 
anxious  to  see  dismantled  as 
quickly  and  totally  as  possible. 

In  interviewing  subjects  about 
conflicts  concerning  alleged  discri¬ 
mination  CHEER  researchers 
developed  a  “unique 
methodology.”  In  contrast  to 
other  endeavors,  CHEER’s 
process  of  questioning  and  infor¬ 
mation-gathering  was  (1)  much 
more  open-ended,  (2)  assessed 
subjects’  femininity/masculinity 
to  determine  if  any  perceived  de¬ 
partures  from  stereotypes  formed 
the  basis  of  alleged  discrimina¬ 
tion,  (3)  determined  the  assump¬ 
tions  of  closeted  gay  people,  and 
(4)  made  efforts  to  probe  the  sides 
of  both  the  victim  of  alleged  dis¬ 
crimination  and  the  discriminator. 

This  particular  project’s 
interview  sampling  is  geographi¬ 
cally  concentrated  in  California, 
the  Pacific  Northwest,  Illinois, 
and  New  York  City,  but  the  sub¬ 
jects  originate  from  all  across  the 
country.  Approximately  400 
persons  have  been  interviewed  so 
far.  They  have  been  solicited 
-through  professional  and  social 
networks,  organizational 

newsletters  and  the  gay  press,  re¬ 
ferrals  by  lawyers,  and  “snow¬ 
balling”  (one  contact  leading  to 
another  which  in  turn  leads  to  yet 
another).  Two-thirds  have  been 
men,  a  ratio  which  De  Cecco  says 
is  similar  to  that  in  other  projects. 
Though  the  researchers  have  not 
compiled  much  racial  data,  sub¬ 
jects  cross  all  social  and  class 
lines,  with  several  reporting  them¬ 


selves  as  “heterosexual.” 

As  for  the  resolution  of  these 
individuals’  predicaments,  De 
Cecco  reports  that  many  retained 
their  positions.  Some  even 
received  promotions  and  saw  the 
offending  supervisors  dismissed. 
Superficial  impressions  of  the 
assembled  data  lead  De  Cecco  to 
surmise  that  a  key  variable  in  any 
success  story  is  the  “value  of  the 
individual  to  the  institution.” 
Many  times  there  is  also  a  certain 
amount  of  bureacratic/super- 
visorial  bungling  which  allows 
those  discriminated  against  the 
space  to  assert  themselves,  often 
successfully.  De  Cecco  could  not 
relate  any  instances  of  collective 
efforts  undertaken  nor  of  any  gay 
rights  ordinance  protections 
invoked. 

Some  who  were  not  able  to 
retain  or  acquire  the  position 
desired  nevertheless  experiences 
some  consciousness-raising  and 
felt  they  ended  up  stronger  and 
wiser  for  their  ordeal.  Others, 
however,  were  devastated,  their 
self-esteem  grieviously  injured 
and,  in  certain  cases,  their  careers 
and  finances  ruined. 

The  material  gathered  in  this 
study  and  an  analysis  of  it  will 
eventually  become  a  book.  Other 
books  will  come  out  of  already 
completed  projects  concerning  the 
study  and  prevention  of  sexual 
assault  in  men’s  jails  (funded  by 
the  National  Rape  Center)  and  the 
problems  and  adaptations  of 
aging  heterosexual  and 
homosexual  men  and  women  (also 
funded  by  NIMH). 

De  Cecco  feels  that  gay  research 
is  “painful  in  many  ways,”  per¬ 
haps  even  an  “exercise  in  maso¬ 
chism.”  Much  of  what  one  is  in- 
Contlnued  on  Page  13 


Wishes  You  Alt  The 
Happiest  of  Holidays! 


Come  And  Have  An  Egg  Nog  With  Vs 
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continued  from  preceding  page 

vestigating  “rehearses  conflicts” 
in  one’s  own  life.  But  even  if  it  is 
painful,  it  can  also  prove  en¬ 
lightening.  The  reality  exposed  by 
research  is  by  no  means  predomi¬ 
nantly  negative.  Through  research 
and  investigation,  lies,  myths,  and 
stereotypes-  have  been  laid  to  rest. 
To  take  only  one  example,  in 
CHEER’s  study  on  aging,  inves¬ 
tigators  have  found  many  gay 
people  with  “remarkable  abilities 
to  take  care  of  themselves  at  rela¬ 
tively  early  ages”  and  possessing 
the  concomitant  “social  skills” 
and  “friendship  networks”  which 
ease  a  person’s  negotiation 
throughout  life. 

For  De  Cecco  research  is  “not 
done  in  a  mental  vacuum.”  Gay 
researchers  of  gay  life  bring  exper¬ 
ience  as  well  as  the  expertise  to 
bear.” 

The  institute’s  major  liaison  to 
the  academic  community  comes  in 
the  form  of  the  quarterly  Journal 
of  Homosexuality  (JofH).  JofH 
has  a  circulation  of  approximately 
2,000  (which  tends  to  be  above- 
average  for  an  academic  journal) 
with  the  majority  of  the  subscrip¬ 
tions  library-financed  (indicating 
an  even  larger  readership).  It  is 
assumed  that  most  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  subscribers  are  other  gay 
academics.  The  journal,  like 
CHEER  itself,  is  inter¬ 
disciplinary,  although  the  articles, 
like  the  research,  are  heavily 
weighted  in  favor  of  the  social  and 
behavioral  sciences.  As  the 
journal’s  reputation  increases,  the 
editors  are  finding  more  and  more 
articles  being  referred  to  them 
from  related,  and  more  general, 
subject  area  periodicals.  While 
this  indicates  more  recognition,  it 
could  also  potentially  lead  to  ghet- 
toization.  But  De  Cecco  is  con¬ 


vinced  that  CHEER  is  definitely 
on  its  way  to  becoming  an  integral 
part  of  the  over-all  “sex  research 
group  network.”  The  publisher  of 
JofH  is  also  instituting  a  mono¬ 
graph  series.  Research  on  Homo¬ 
sexuality. 

CHEER  has  also  completed  two 
other  projects,  one  on  regional 
variation  in  social  sex-role  stereo¬ 
types  and  the  other  on  lesbian 
sexuality  (principal  investigator, 
Pat  Califia).  Proposed  projects 
awaiting  funding  range  from  arch¬ 
ival  work  in  the  field  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  the  investigation  of 
attitudes  toward  sexaul  identity 
and  psychotherapy,  and  from  the 
development  of  homosexual  iden¬ 
tity,  sadomasochistic  sexual  beha¬ 
vior,  and  coupled  relationships,  to 
a  Women's  Handbook  for  Pro¬ 
tection  of  Rights  and  a  Law  Edu¬ 
cational  Resource  and  Referral 
Network  (director,  Janice 
Campion).  CHEER  is  developing 
world-wide  contacts  .with  a  parti¬ 
cular  concentration  in  Europe. 
Besides  the  more  expected 
correspondence  and  interchange 
with  researchers  and  academics  in 
England,  France,  and  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany,  CHEER 
was  recently  surprised  to  receive  a 
request  from  a  group  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  interested  in  acquiring  a 
complete  set  of  the  JofH. 
Arrangements  still  have  to  be 
completed  to  get  the  periodical 
past  the  relevant  authorities,  but 
CHEER  is  optimistic  it  can  be 
done. 

Final  faculty  committee 
approval  awaits  a  CHEER  pro¬ 
posal  to  inaugurate  an  inter¬ 
disciplinary  Human  Sexuality 
Program  in  the  University.  The 
program  will  feature  courses  in 
history,  biology,  and  psychology 
to  begin  with,  and  will  be  parti¬ 
cularly  useful  to  those  contem¬ 


plating  or  already  involved  in 
counselling,  education,  nursing, 
or  research.  The  program  will  en¬ 
able  matriculated  students  at  the 
university  to  pursue  an  academic 
minor  in  the  field.  The  program  is 
slated  to  begin  in  September  1980. 

CHEER  is  not  widely  known  in 
the  lesbian  atld  gay  communities. 
Although  the  institute  is  already 
part  and  parcel  of  our  commun- 
,  ity,  it  probably  won’t  be  formally 
“introduced”  to  it  until  it  finally 
has  something  to  say  that  will  be 
of  interest  to  and  can  be  used  by 
the  community.  The  JofH  is  a  be¬ 
ginning  and  proposed  monograph 
series  will  expand  the  ties.  But  it 
will  be  the  research  now  in  pro¬ 
gress  or  completed,  and  its 
analysis  and  dissemination  that 
will  cement  that  relationship.  And 
in  many  ways,  for  the  relationship 
to  be  a  success  it  will  have  to  be 
more  reciprocal  than  it  is  at  pre¬ 
sent.  The  community  supplies  the 
subjects  and  the  contacts,  and  the 
institute  responds  with  its  skills 
and  concern.  We  must  use  what¬ 
ever  it  discovers  for  our  own  bene¬ 
fit. 

Information  concerning  the 
monograph  series,  Research  on 
Homosexualilty,  and 

subscriptions  to  the  Journal  of 
Homosexuality  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  the  Haworth  Press, 
149  5th  Avenue,  New  York,  New 
York  10010. 

Questions  concerning  the  re¬ 
search  and  projects  of  the  insti¬ 
tute,  editorial  policy  of  the 
Journal  of  Homosexuality  (and 
requests  for  article  reprints),  and 
further  information  regarding  the 
Human  Sexuality  Program; 
address  all  correspondence  to 
CHEER,  Psychology  Building, 
Room  502,  San  Francisco  State 
University,  San  Francisco,  Cali¬ 
fornia  94132.  (415)469-1137. 


D€BS  &  DVK6S 


7" 

pas' 


For  The 

3rd  Annual  Debs  &  Dukes  Boll 

JUN€  28th  1980 
8:00  pm  -  11:00  pm 

Sponsored  by  the 

Providence/Boston  Delegation  of  Women 

"LIVC  ENTERTAINMENT' 

"MOONLIGHT  CRUISC"  "CASH  BAR" 

"HORS  D  OCUVRCS" 

The  cruise  ship  MV  Nantascot  has  been  chartered  out  of 
Boston  Harbor  for  this  gala  “moonlight  cruise”.  The  ship  has 
two  decks  and  accommodates  250  people.  There  will  be  two 
decks  available  for  dancing,  and  entertainment  will  be  provid¬ 
ed.  A  land  party  will  follow  immediately  after  the  cruise.  As  at 
the  past  two  “Debs  &  Dykes”  events,  costumes  are  a  must!! 
Come  as  a  “Deb”  or  come  as  a  “Dyke”,  but  COME  ONE, 
COME  ALL! !  There  will  be  prizes  for  best  costume  and  a  waltz 
contest.  Tickets  are  $10.00  each  and  are  being  sold  6  months 
in  advance  due  to  the  need  of  raising  a  deposit  to  hold  the 
ship  reservation  for  the  June  28  date.  We  know  it’s  early,  but 
reservations-  are  limited,  and  we  need  to  raise  the  deposit 
money  as  soon  as  possible.  This  event  has  been  a  great 
success  during  the  last  two  years,  and  next  year’s  event 
promises  to  be  the  best  yet! 

. . .  More  information  concerning  details  of  the 
event  will  be  published  In  the  springlll 

Checks  May  Be  Sent  Payable  To: 

Charlene  Vernon 

c/o  The  Providence/Boston  Delegation  of  Women 
389  High  St. 

Bristol,  Rl  02809 


ANNOUNCING  .  .  . 

SPECIAL  HOLIDAY  RATES! 


Let  your  thoughtfulness  as  a 
friend  be  remembered  every 
week  with  a  gift  subscription  to 
GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS, 
America’s  leading  lesbian  and 
gay  newsweekly. 

—SPECIAL  HOLIDAY  RATES— 


1  yr. 

25  wks. 
12  wks. 


Please  send  gift  subscriptions  to  the  following: 

Name  - - - - - - - 

Address - - 

City _ 1 - - 


Regular 

Holiday 

Rates 

Special 

$17.50 

$14.00 

$10.00 

$7.00 

$5.00 

$4.00 

State. 


-ZiP- 


Gift  card  to  read  from  . - - - 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks.  D$4-12  wks. 


Name  _ 
Address 
City _ 


State. 


-Zip. 


Gift  card  to  read  from  - - 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks.  D$4-12  wks. 


Name 


Address 
City _ 


State. 


-Zip- 


Gift  card  to  read  from  _ 

□$14-1  yr.  C$7-25  wks.  n$4-12  wks. 

Name  - 


Address 
City. 


State. 


-ZiP- 


Gift  card  to  read  from - 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks. D$4-12  wks. 


Your  Name 


Your  Address 
City - 


enclose  payment  of 


State. 


-Zip. 


Charge  my  order  to:  CVISA 


□MASTERCHARGE 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


Name 


Account  No.  — 
Expiration  Date 
Signature - 


4 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  not  send  cash  through  the  mail.  Our 
subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for 
mailing  GCN.  Add  20%  of  Regular  Rate  for  foreign. 

Please  don’t  delay,  offer  expires  Jan.  15,  1980. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


GWM  28  planning  relocation  to  Boston. 
Seeking  friends.  -Stable  only.  Alan 
Smith,  P.O.  Box  12446,  Richmond,  V A 
23219.  (25) 

GWM,  5 '11 ",  170,  gd  Ikng,  prof,  int’d  in 
nature,  folk  music,  art,  photography,  & 
x-country  skng,  would  Ik  to  share 
support,  growth  &  fun  with  spiritual 
people.  GCN  Box  166. _ (22) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Merry  Christmas,  angel  mine 
Hope  your  Christmas  is  divine. 

As  divine  as  you,  it  cannot  be, 

But  still,  enjoy  your  Christmas  tree. 

I  love  you  exceptionally.  All  my  love. 
Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 
Nice  to  hear  from  you 
We’ll  come  if  we  can,  weather,  health 
and  car  permitting.  Sorry  to  learn  of 
pup’s  continued  problems. _ 

~  TO  ALL  OUR  FRIENDS 
Both  known  and  unknown.  A  healthy, 
happy,  holiday  season.  Whatever  you 
believe,  however  you  choose  to  cele¬ 
brate.  Be  good  to  yourselves,  and  love 
one  another.  With  love,  Porcupine  and 
Mousie. _ . _ 

FRIENDS  OF  JIL  CLARK 
Jil  is  laid  up  with  a  bad  back.  And  we  all 
know  there  are  more  interesting  com¬ 
panions.  Any  well  wishes  should  be 
sent  to  her  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St. 
Bos.  02108. _ 

My  Pretty  Lady, 

I  miss  you  already. 

_  Brown  Bear.  (23) 

Organ  music,  sci,  nature,  lit,  philos, 
frnd  wnted  by  educ  WM  32.  Non-hairy, 
circ,  or  oriental  prefrd,  long-term.  Non- 
smoker.  Box  6-C,  310  Franklin,  Bos. 
02110. _ (23) 

GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON 
and  best  wishes  for  happy  holidays  to 
Jack  &  Frank,  Gears  &  Bob,  Uncle  Un, 
Kurt,  John,  Jim,  Ernie  &  Susan  &  Ellen.  I 
miss  you  all  &  hope  to  see  you  over  the 
holidays  or  soon  thereafter. 

With  much  love,  Dan, _ 

GWF  31  seeks  warm  supportive  friend¬ 
ship  with  GF  30+.  I  love  quiet  talk, 
snowy  nights,  walks  in  the  woods,  and 
cats.  I’m  tired  of  bars.  If  you  feel  the 
same,  let’s  have  dinner  and  talk.  GCN 
Box  170.  _ (24) 

SCOT  TREMBLEY  OR  MAREILA 
Remember  Ft.  Lauderdale?  Keys?  Want 
to  get  in  touch  with  you.  I’m  Bill  from 
Michigan,  and  will  help  you  if  you  need 
it.  Please  cal  I  col  lect  906-225-1046.  (26) 
WANTED  TEENAGER  WHO  WANTS 
Home  for  winter  or  longer  must  be  bi  or 
gay  also  chance  to  earn  some  money 
doing  carpenter  work  I  am  a  36  yr  old 
GWM  reply  J.  Rines  PO  Box  482, 
Springvale,  ME.  _ (24) 

BLACK  GAY  MEN 

A  support  group  for  Black  gay  men  is 
being  formed  at  HCHS.  See  ad  under 
SERVICES. _ (26) 

LOOKING  FOR  CRAFTSMAN/ARTIST 
A  man  who  is  playful,  sensitive,  posi¬ 
tive,  adventurous,  creative  and  roman¬ 
tic.  Someone  tall  and  probably  older, 
warm  and  gentle  for  a  creative  and 
mutually  supportive  working  and  loving 
committed  relationship.  I  enjoy  physi¬ 
cal  activities,  music,  art,  books,  movies, 
building  and  designing  handmade 
homes,  old  things,  gardening,  animals, 
grass,  sipping  sherry,  dressing  casual¬ 
ly,  being  with  close  friends,  being 
alone,  kids,  women,  staying  home 
going  out,  the  city,  the  country,  laugh 
ing  and  crying.  Dislike  cruising,  pes 
simism,  carrots,  rigidity,  money  as  pri 
mary  value.  Considered  warm,  thought 
ful,  loving,  emotionally  intense,  bright 
independent.  Make  home  outside  na 
tional  park.  Prefer  this  location 
however  would  consider  another.  A  rug 
weaver,  28  years,  5 '6",  135  lbs,  brown 
eyes,  hair  and  skin.  Born  Nov.  16, 1951, 
12:30AM.  Photo  not  essential,  but 
would  be  appreciated.  Martin  Peavy, 
Box  364,  Volcano,  Hawaii  96785.  (25) 

GWF  Young  40,  long  brown  hair  &  eyes, 
tailored  fern  dress.  Very  warm  &  atten¬ 
tive.  I  love  the  simple  &  elegant  things 
in  life!  Respond  to  GCN  Box  167.  (27) 

PROF  WF  LIVING  IN  MAINE 
Seeks  GWF  to  share  home.  Discretion 
assured,  must  have  a  sense  of  humor. 
No  drugs.  Sincere  &  caring.  My  likes  are 
cross  country  skiing,  swimming  in  own 
pool,  quiet  times,  tv,  movies.  Photo  & 
mailing  address  helpful.  GCN  Box  168. 

(24) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  supportiveness  through  the 
Wishing  Well  Magazine  and  services. 
Intro  copy  $3  ppd.  Also  offering  Gay 
Women  Travel  Tours.  Information:  P.O. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947, _ (28) 

LOOKING  FOR  SIS 

Bea:  Have  own  apt  now.  Please  phone. 
Call  Info  for#.  Hell. _ (23) 

Wanted:  Gay  male  30-35  for  caretaker 
on  country  home.  Must  like  animals, 
gardening,  inside,  outside  work.  Physi¬ 
cally  fit,  pleasant  and  nice  personality. 
Do  not  smoke  or  drink.  Write  P.  Flint, 
Box  24A,  Munsonville,  NH  03457.  (23) 


GF,  soon  to  be  released  seeks  friends 
and  correspondents.  Please  write  to 
her.  C.  Green  27914,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri. _ (12) 

WHAT  SIZE  DO  YOU  HAVE? 

3x5?  That’s  what  we’re  looking  for!  File 
cabinets  for  3x5  cards,  preferably  in 
rows  of  3  (to  fit  In  with  the  ones  we  al 
ready  have)  Call  Mike  at  426-4469  If 
you've  got  any! _ _ (c) 

WOMEN:  WE  NEED  OUR  OWN 
political  party  to  consolidate  our  power 
and  overthrow  the  economic  and  sexual 
relations  to  bring  about  a  society  that 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  mothers  & 
therefore,  all  the  oppressed.  Call  Nancy 
522-5470. _  (?) 

GWM,  28,  5 '11",  155  seeks  friendship. 
Recently  moved  to  Boston  area.  Busi¬ 
nessman,  travels  often.  Enjoys  movies, 
music  &  quiet  times  &  lasting  relation¬ 
ships.  Very  honest  and  caring  &  seel; 
same.  GCN  Box  153. _ (22) 

GWM,  masculine,  40lsh  to  meet  same. 
In  Boston  area.  GCN  Box  164. _ (23) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class! 

fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 


Announces  New  Hours  after  Oct.  1, 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  11am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Write  to  lesbians  In  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa¬ 
tion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you’d  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408, 

_ (F) 

CLEANING  SERVICE 
Houses/apts.  You  design  the  cleaning 
itinerary  for  your  needs.  Avail  day/night, 
perm/temp,  while  you’re  home  or  away. 
Call  Robert  247-3338. _ (24) 


SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counseling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wrk.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
nearT.  Mariete  522-4572. _ (26) 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063.  Lie.  Psychologist  (16) 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

THERE’S  NOTHING  GAY 
About  a  drinking  problem!  For  profes¬ 
sional  help  call  Robert  Justin  Arnold, 
MSW,  CAC.  Mod.  fees.  Confidential. 
(212)788-1596. _ (20) 


PEH  PALS 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP.  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mats,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


CALVIN  E.  TURLEY  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  Attending  to  the 
Psychological  and  Spiritual 
Needs  of  Persons 
965-2040 


GWM  28  planning  relocation  to  Boston. 
Seeking  friends.  Stable  only.  Alan 
Smith,  P.O.  Box  12446,  Richmond,  VA 
23219.  _ (25) 


SERVICES 


BLACK  GAY  MEN 

A  support  group  is  now  being  formed 
for  Black  gay  men  in  the  Boston  area. 
This  group  is  scheduled  to  meet  thurs 
eves  from  7-8:30  beginning  mid-January 
at  HCHS.  The  group  will  be  led  by  two 
experienced  Black  gay  therapists.  An 
initial  interview  w/group  leaders  is  re¬ 
quired.  Fees  are  sliding  scale  w/$25 
charge  for  initial  interview;  insurance  is 
accepted.  Call  542-5188  for  an  appt.  (26) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  o’ 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (22 

GAY  COUNSELING  SERVICE 
Individual  and  couples  counseling  foi 
lesbian  and  gay  men.  Sliding  fee  scale 
For  Information  call  Sue  Vargo 
864-6432  (answering  service). _ (24 

Typing  prof  quality  on  IBM  by  know¬ 
ledgeable,  experienced  person.  Term 
papers,  mss,  theses,  etc.  Best  rates. 
Camb.  Jan  Good  491-8798.  (23) 


MASS  BAY  SINGLE  MEN’S  GROUP 
This  Monday  night  therapy  group  has 
an  opening  and  would  welcome  a  new 
member.  Give  us  a  call  for  more 
information.  Contact  Frank  Ring  at 
965-1311. _ (21,23, 24,26) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Turley  and  Associates  announces  reg¬ 
istration  open  for  January  groups.  Call 
(617)965-2040  for  more  info, _ (22) 

COME  CLEAN 

2  men  will  clean  for  you;  or  odd  jobs. 
Reliable,  efficient,  honest.  Call  even- 
ings  6-1 1,445-3319. _ (21) 

'  A  MATTER  OF  PREFERENCE 
A  total  service  for  today’s  society  of  in¬ 
telligent,  honest  &  sincere  gay  women. 
Offering  an  alternative  to  the  bars.  Con¬ 
fidential,  highly  personalized.  Send  $2 
for  info  &  details.  Results  guaranteed 
to:  Preference,  420  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  Bev- 
erly  Hills,  CA  90212. _ (23) 

LIVING  ASTROLOGY 
Discover  a  new  path  &  follow  it.  Astrolo¬ 
gical  counsel  geared  to  personal 
growth.  Call  628-6588  or  call  1-922-4593 
collect,  ask  for  Beth. _ (21) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

(23) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 
David  Sell,  M.D.  —  Director. 

HOUSE  CLEANING/GARDENING/ 
PAINTING 

Done  by  reliable  woman.  Reasonable 
rates.  Good  references.  Call  Paula  at 
625-5133  or  Jil  at  426-4469.  (c) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms  —  Nightly  .pates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts  —  Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)  783-5701—5131  (35) 


RESORTS 


WINTER  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 
Ski,  snow-shoe,  or  simply  enjoy  the 
beauty  of  Vermont.  Only  moments 
away  from  several  ski  areas.  Inwood 
Manor  is  your  place.  Home  cooked 
meals,  friendly  atmosphere.  For 
res/info  call  Ron  or  Pete  (802)  633-4047. 

(26) 

WEEKEND  RETREAT  FOR  WOMYN 
Secluded  In  VT  hills,  x-country  ski,  from 
door  15  miles  to  Hanover,  NH.  Single 
$65,  double  $100.  Veggie  meals  incl. 
Box  7,  Norwich,  VT  (802)  333-4093. 
_ (21,23, 25, 27) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Forming  a  les/fem  collective.  3  story  5 
bdrm  house  in  Som  longing  to  be  filled 
w/good  women.  Convenient  to  T.  Rent 
is  $87/mo  +  util.  Call  776-6029.  (23) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $  1 .00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  SI  .00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $  1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a  $5.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run  _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


FOR  SALE 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 


MISCELL. 

PENPALS 


PUBLICATIONS 

RIDES 


WANTED 


First  4  lines 


.at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

.at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Please  Print  Neatly 


Name 


-City 


-State- 


Address 


Zip 


Signature 


Account  No. 


□  VISA 


-Phone 


Expiration  Date 


□  MASTERCHARGE 


Feminist  seeks  same  or  couple  to  share 
6  rm  apt  in  Manchester,  NH.  Must  be 
quiet  and  financially  responsible.  Call 
days'(603)  627-4067. _ (23) 

GWM  has  handsome  home  to  share 
long  or  short  term  near  Watertown  Sq. 
Parking.  $350/mo.  Weekends  or  even- 
ings.  926-0489.- _ (23) 

GWM  academic  expatriate  ivy  league 
graduate  travelled  literate  responsible 
young  forty  seeks  room  or  share  flat 
Boston  or  suburbs  near  MBTA  whole  or 
part  summer  1980  contact  Steve  12A 
Monkbridge  Rd.  Leeds  LS  64  DX 
England  (air  postage  31  cents).  (24) 

GWM  26  sk  GM  or  GF  to  share  Ige  3  br 
apt  in  Arlington.  Heat  by  forced  hot 
water.  Pkg,  dep.  Avail  Jan.  Your  share 
$200  &  split  gas  &  elec.  646-0481  afts. 
_ (24} 

Lesbian  feminist  wanted  for  wonderful 
JP  house  with  4  others.  Sharing,  danc¬ 
ing  &  laughing  a  must.  Near  T,  Pond  & 
Arb.  Safe,  friendly.  $1 25/mo.  Now  or 
Jan.  1 . 522-9760. _  (23) 


APARTMEHTS 


SOUTH  END  —  Pleasant  sunny  one- 
room  studio  on  top  floor,  share  bath. 
All-gay  apartment  building.  We  are  all 
self-sufficient,  happy  people  and  wish 
to  preserve  our  nice  environment  with 
another  pleasant  compatible  person. 
$195  per  month  includes  use  of  laundry 
facilities;  gas  and  electric  extra.  Good 
place  for  a  quiet  person.  References 
and  security  deposit  required.  This  is 
one  of  the  best  locations  In  the  South 
End.  Phone  Dave,  661-6975. 


FOR  SALE 


12  STRING  GUITAR 
Yamaha  FG-230.  Excellent  condition 
$125  or  best  offer.  Call  Kim  at  391-2033 
evenings. _ _ _ (c) 


WANTED 


Need  place  to  stay  on  Key  West,  1  or  2 
nites  for  2  women,  Feb-Mar  ’80  in  exch 
for  room  in  VT  any  future  time.  Arr  by 
exch  of  letters.  GCN  Box  169. _ (23) 


MOYERS 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (31) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable. 
Experienced 

_ 661-2958 _ (16) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured— Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates. _ 354-2184 

SHANA  PLUS  436-2583 
LESBIAN  MOVERS 
4  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 


436-2583 


(19,23) 


JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 


PARIMA  AND  GERUSHE 

An  original  script  about  hobie- 
less  women,  “Shopping  Bag 
Ladies,"  needs  only  two  more 
actresses  to  complete  cast  of 
10.  Actress  must  be  45  yrs  or 
older.  So  if  you  are  in  that  range, 
exp  pref,  but  not  nec,  come  out 
of  your  closet  &  into  the  theatre. 
Call  Michelle  524-2506  &  let  the 
character  within  yourself  live!!! 


HIT  PARADE  NEEDS  YOU 

We  are  looking  for  someone  to  handle 
the  day  to  day  business  of  advertising, 
sales  &  service.  Sales  exp  not  neces¬ 
sary,  Just  efficiency  &  ability  to  work  in 
a  casual  atmosphere  while  providing 
professional  results.  Commission 
negotiable.  All  Interested  parties  call 
Hit  Parade  Magazine  268-5800.  Leave 
name  &  tel  no, _ . _ (24) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAINE  GAY  CHRISTIANS! 

The  Orthodox-Catholic  Church  is  the 
history  of  the  gay  Christian  movement, 
but  you  are  its  future.  A  new  American 
Catholic  Mission  in  ME  solicits  your  in¬ 
terest.  For  info,  contact  Doug  Wright 
(207)  563-5856  nites  5-7  p.m.  or  Box  283, 
R.F.D.,  Damariscotta,  ME  04543.  (25) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Frl,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate- _ (23) 

Restqn  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  It  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  , 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. 
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542  0114 
227-6167 


876-0215 


426-9371 


354-0133 


282-9161 

492-1339 


327-9000 


492-2655 


277-3454 


INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P-O.  Bo*  178,  Astor  St..  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

|  Boston.  02108 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
j  Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
iCLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for 
lesbian  women  and  gay  men 
'  485  Mass.  Av.  Cambridge 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
•'El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  8  Luvvers  Assoc. 

•  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12pm.  Mon.-Fri.) 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
do  Cicone,  24  Clary  St.  Cambridge,  02139 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 

•  Older  and  Other  Gays,  do  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
.  Parents  of  Gays  542-51 88  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

I  Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

POUTICAL/LEGAl _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  524-1512, 876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave.  367-1394 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02139 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Suite  407, 739  Boylston  St.  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,542-6837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-7059 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  /  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 

186 Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
T ufts  Women's  Center  628-5000  x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS _ - 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 


536-6518 

776-6377 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 


MEDIA 


Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  492-6450 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Good  Gay  Poets  367-9064 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  268-5800 

Musically  Speaking  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  253-4000 

MEDICALfCOUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 
520  Comm.  Ave.  739-2200  x58 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling  965-1311 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

DOOKS/DARS/DUSINESSES _ 

542-0144 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

252  Boylston  St. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps  (Denin,  Men) 

27  Huntington  Ave. 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 
12  Wilton  St. 

.  Harry’s  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

45  Essex  St. 

Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing) 

79  Broadway 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St. 


876-5310 

491-6930 

247-9308 

262-2480 

266-7778 

783-5701 

338-8816 

247-0989 

338-9066 

338-7547 


Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St. 

Saints  (Women) 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 
295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 

110  Boylston  St. 

Gay  Business  Assn., 

21  Huntington  Ave.  021 16 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men’s  baths) 

4  LaGrange  St. 


864-4130 


338-7254 

354-8807 


423-7730 


426-0086 


247-3431 


426-1451 


756-0730 


Eastern  Moss.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc/Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


342-5117 

745-6966 

927-2605 

487-0387 

471-7100 


RELIGIOUS 


Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


363  ! 


851-6711 

753-8360 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women's  Bookstore 
1087  Main,  01603 
Women’s  Meeting  House 
89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT 


771-6739 

999-1570 


745-5873 


791-5127 


752-5905 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556 (ext.  209) 


Western  Moss.  (413) 

IHFORMATIOH/SEAVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201 
Gay  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union 
UMass,  Amherst 
Help  Line 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

WOMEN 


447-7818 


545-2645 
664-6391, 664-6392 


Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 
Southwest  Women's  Center 
Womonfrye  Books 

RELIGIOUS 


584-4580 

545-0883 

545-3438 

545-0626 

586-6445 


Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 

STUDENT 


Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 
UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 


545-3438 

545-0154 


Connecticut  (203) 

IHFOAMATIOHlSEHVlCEfSOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-11  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 

College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  (  =  Gay  Alliance 
at  Yale),  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New 
Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320  442-1807 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St„  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dlgnlty/Falrfleld  County. 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72, 

Hartford  06141 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285, 

West  Haven  06516 


233-8325 

436-8945 


Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101  232-5110 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anon,  (information)  775-0615 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORM  ation/service/social 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  728-9269 

Box  3057,  Pawtucket,  02861  728-6023 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 
Burlington  05401 ,  M-F,  7-9pm 


Maine  (207) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICEfSOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 

Boothbay  Harbor  633-5264 

Down  East  Gay  Alliance 
Box  594 

Bar  Harbor  04609  288-3773 

MEDIA _ 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEN/WOMEN _ 

Maine  Lesbian  Feminists 
P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men 
P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 


STUDENT 


Wllde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 
U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


New  York  City  (212) 

IHFOAMATIOH/SEAVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011  691-0057 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayeiiow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

SAGE,  Inc. 

487 A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  3599204 


Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women’s  Alternative. 

4W.  76th  St.  10023 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


532-8669 

741-2610 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle 
Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown  Univ.  Gay  Students  Assn.,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence  724-0132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 

MCC/ProvIdence,  1 34  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 


New  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFOUMATIOHfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785; 

Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416. 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  224-7027 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hlnman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 


Vermont  (802) 

INFORMATlONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Washington  County  Gays  223-6843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women’s  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT  


Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm502, 110  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  260-3944 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  1 3th  St.,  1001 1  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011 

929-7720 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

598-2597 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People’s  Union 

Leob  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  People  in  Health  Care 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

OCCUPATIONAL 


499-1453 

725-0114 


Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 


PI.,  Brooklyn  11217 


255-5969/499-1060 


Hew  York  State 

INFORMATlONfSERVICEfSOCIAL 


Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)324-2488 

Empty  Closet  Collective.  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  146t4  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline  (607)797-3453 

(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 

Farmingdale  (516)420-2134 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l 
do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


656-4173 

656-4173 


Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 


(516)791-5565 


(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-11pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(914)948-4922 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fltzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dlgnity/L.l„  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Cornell  Gay  Liberation 
Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 
385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202 

MEDIA 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)244-8840 

(716)275-6181 

(516)246-7943 


(518)462-6138 
(315)  475-6857 


The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  list¬ 
ing  into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  informa¬ 
tion  to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


mondays 


Sundays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  Alternate  Sundays  (almost).  See  current 
listings  below  for  details. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  monthly  potluck  brunch  for  lesbian 
mothers,  gay  fathers,  their  children  and 
friends.  Third  Sunday  of  each  month.  Noon  to 
3pm.  Children's  Village  Day  Care  Center,  55 
Wheeler  St.  Call  492-2655  for  Info. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 

Quincy,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  8:30pm. 
Gay  men  and  women.  Call  773-2025  after  6pm 
for  info. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov't  Ctr.).  Men  and 
women.  2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  — -  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch 
Shell,  Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call 
282-9161  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr.).  Beginners 
3-4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 


Boston,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  AM  740). 
Join  Joe  Martin  and  guests  for  fascinating 
raps,  music  etc.  10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm. 

Newburyport,  MA  —  Newspace  Women’s  Cof 
feehouse.  8-11pm.  YWCA,  13  Market  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women’s  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Men's  rap.  For  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men.  Identity  House,  544  6th  Ave. 
243-8181.  2:30pm. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Gaybreak,’  from  Rut¬ 
gers  U.  (WRSU-FM,  88.7).  6:30pm.  News, 
music,  interviews,  poetry. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
Morris  County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discus¬ 
sions,  socials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Nor¬ 
mandy  Heights  Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switch¬ 
board:  (609)921-2565. 

New  York,  NY  —  St.  Mark’s  Clinic.  General 
health  care  for  gay  men  including  VD  ser¬ 
vices.  44  St.  Mark’s  PI.  533-9500.  6-10pm.  Call 
after  5:30pm  for  appt. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W  20th  St. 
691-5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comlte  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  Meeting  for  men  and  women.  8pm. 
339  Lafayette  St.  677-0237. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at 
Medusa’s  Revenge,  10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  741- 
5800.  Musicians,  twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 


New  York,  NY  —  Alcoholics  Anonymous  for 
Gay  Men  and  Women.  Grade  Square  Hosp. 
420  E  76th  St.  473-6200.  7:30  and  8:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Meetings  on  alternate  Tuesdays. 
156  5th  Ave  Room  505.  924-2970. 

White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Assoc.  Weekly  rap  session  and  social.  8-1  pm. 
255  Grove  St.  Cali  WGMA  Gay  Hotline  any 
evening  8-1 1pm:  (914)  428-4922. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  and  Bi  Married  Men's 
Group.  Gay  Community  Center,  326  Kater  St. 


8pm. 


Wednesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  re¬ 
hearsal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Dis¬ 
ciple,  348  W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men 
welcome. 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk 
about  our  lives. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov’t  Ctr.)  Men  and 
women.  8-10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize 
a  women's  political  party.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  All 
women  invited.  For  Info  call  876-0704. 
Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House. 
Southern  Vermont  Lesblan's/Gay  Men's  Coali¬ 
tion.  7-1 1pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the 
Square.  Refreshments,  music,  poetry.  For  Info 
call  Kevin  387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Coffee¬ 
house.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Rutgers  Gay  Alliance 
meets  at  the  Student  Center,  Room  413.  Free 
and  open  to  non-students.  8pm.  Speakers  and 
social  hour.  For  info  call  (201)  932-7886. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm  Cambridge  Women'?  1 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberatla 
7:30-8pm  munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  Ca 
bridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  fo 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  th 
Somerville  Women's  Center.  38  Union  Squar 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 

623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  re_ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (nea 
Houston).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

New  York,  NY  —  Salsa  Soul  Sisters  (Thin 
world  gay  women).  Washington  Squari 
Methodist  Church,  133  W  4th  St.  Luvenla 
982-6280.  7:30pm. 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bron 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor,] 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  yo 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  papr 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  then 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  an 

?ood  times.  Men  and  women  welco 
26-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  wltl 
Melanie  Berzon.  Women’s  radio  program: 
Jazz,  R&B,  women's  music,  Ideas,  events  in¬ 
formation.  1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  Cl ' 
494-8810  for  Input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming 
6-7pm  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Lindemam 
-  227-0""  '  1 


tuesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm. 
755-1426. 


New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St,  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave  and  12th  St,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 


Boston,  MA  —  ClearSpace  rap  groups:  Living 
as  a  lesbian  woman,  Gay  Male  experience, 
Bisexual  groups,  Women's  issues.  Second 
Tuesdays.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 
8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitls. 
Organization  for  women.  Discussion  group. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB 
activities. 


thursdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program. 
(WBUR,  90.9FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire 
and  David  Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Org¬ 
anization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 


Center  (near  Gov’t  Ctr).  Info  227-6167. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Ov 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptis 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  anc 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm.  996-3341. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luwers  potluck 
dinner  and  social  every  2nd  Friday  (Oct-May). 
8pm-midnight.  Info:  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston,  MA. 
02123. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  and  gay 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us 
for  outings,  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


coming  events 


29  sat 


2  wed 


dec  23  sun 


Concord,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Skat¬ 
ing  party.  Call  Ted  at  259-0951  for  more  info. 


Boston,  MA  —  "Share  a  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tion."  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  and 
Lesbians.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 
7pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  AM 
740).  An  examination  of  issues  around  the 
death  of  David  Brill. 


Concord,  MA  —  Christmas  party  for  gay  men 
and  women  living  in  Acton,  Concord,  Carlisle 
and  Lincoln.  Come  and  meet  your  neighbors. 
Call  369-2849  for  details.  1:30pm. 


30  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
AM-740).  Gay  poet  Rudy  Kikel  and  others  talk 
about  gay/lesbian  poetry  as  part  of  the  First 
Night  celebration.  10am. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-3:30pm.  Newcomers  are  very  wel¬ 
come! 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  welcomes  all  newcomers  to 
the  next  open  meeting.  Arlington  Street 
Church  offices,  355  Boylston.  8pm.  If  you've 
ever  been  angry  at  the  media  and  didn’t  know 
you  could  do  something  about  It,  come  to  this 
meeting  or  call  367-9000. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Association 
membership  meeting.  UFT  speaker  on  how 
the  union  is  supporting  the  employment 
rights  of  gay  teachers.  16  W  16th  St.  Apt.7-T. 
7pm.  Call  255-5969  for  more  info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTikva  steering 
committee  election.  G.A.M.M.I.T.,  Walker 
Memorial,  MIT,  Memorial  Drive.  8pm. 


5  sat 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing.  Phillips'  Brooks  House  In  Harvard 
Yard  (northwest  corner).  2:30-5:30pm.  Potluck 
supper  follows  dancing.  For  more  info  feel 
free  to  call  Judy  (661-1436),  Dee  (661-7223)  or 
Michael  (492-1339). 


25  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  (WBUR,  90.9FM) 
8:30-9:30pm.  Had  enough  of  another  straight 
Christmas?  Join  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia 
tonight  for  special  music,  guests  and  lots  of 
surprises. 


26  wed 


Fitchburg,  MA  —  Montachusett  Gay  Alliance 
month-end  meeting  at  the  LUK  Center,  99  Day 
St.  8pm.  Come  and  bring  a  friend. 


34  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry  Read 
ing  (part  of  the  First  Night  celebration) 
Boston  Architectural  Center,  320  Newbury  St 
(near  Auditorium  stop  on  the  green  line).  9pm 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Amethyst  Women  is  spon 
soring  a  drug  and  alcohol  free  dance  for  Les 
bian  recovering  alcoholics  and  women  who 
would  like  to  attend  a  drug  free  event.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
(near  Harvard  Square).  9pm.  Suggested  price 
is  $3.50  (more  if/less  if).  Women  who  cannot 
pay  are  welcome.  Support  Sisterhood!  A 
Natural  High! 


3  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  crackers  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary!  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and  layout  at 
about  7.  22  Bromfield  St  (near  Park  St.  subway 
stop).  For  more  Info  about  all  GCN  volunteer 
work  call  426-4469. 


New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  'The  gay  movement  of  the  '80s  and  the 
West  Side  Discussion  Group’s  role.'  Unisex. 
26  9th  Ave  at  14th  St.  8:30pm.  $2  donation. 


27  thurs 


4  fri 


'  New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  A  holiday  party  for  gay  men  and 
women.  Entertainment,  drinks  and  food. 
8:30pm.  $2  donation. 


Baltimore,  MD  —  Coalition  of  Black  Gay. 
Women  and  Men  Benefit  at  the  Royal  Peacock 
Villa  Room,  2210  Harford  Rd.  $3.50. 


jan  i  tues 

Boston,  MA  Gay  Way  (WBUR  90.9FM) 
8:30-9:30pm.  Happy  New  Year!  Join  Ann 
Maguire  and  David  Socia  for  music,  guests 
and  a  discussion  of  what  lesbians  and  gay 
men  can  hope  to  expect  of  the  '80s. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
field  (near  the  Park  St.  subway  station)  2nd 
floor,  anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the 
paper  out  to  subscribers  (there  are  lots  of 
them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments 
and  good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome. 
For  more  info  about  volunteer  work  at  GCN 
(Including  writing  and  layout)  call  426-4469. 


6  sun 

Concord,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club. 
Cross  country  skiing  around  Walden  Pond 
(will  be  rescheduled  if  there's  no  snow).  Call 
John  at  864-0823  for  more  info. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Star  Theater  FREE 
Film  Festival:  ‘Double  Day’  (film  on  Latin 
American  working  women)  and  'With  Babies 
and  Banners.’  Harvard  Science  Center  Lecture 
Hall  A.  8pm. 

Newburyport,  MA  —  New  Harmony 
Sisterhood  Band  at  the  Newburyport  YWCA, 
12  Market  St.  7:30pm.  $3.50  at  the  door.  Co¬ 
sponsored  by  YWCA  and  Newspace. 
Raymond,  NH  —  The  New  Hampshire 
Coalition  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  meets  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  every  month  from  1-5pm. 
This  is  a  statewide  political  and  social  action 
group.  For  more  Info  call  (603)  224-7027. 
Newcomers  are  very  welcome.  Potluck  held 
between  1  and  2pm  before  the  meeting. 
Concord,  NH  —  Dignity/Integrity  of  Concord 
will  hold  its  first  service  at  8pm  at  the 
Christian  Life  Center,  52  Pleasant  St.  Meeting 
held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month.  All 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  are 
welcome. 


